Summary of Minutes of the 24th Meeting of Tuen Mun District Council (2008-2011)

Meeting


The Tuen Mun District Council (TMDC) held its 24th meeting on 6 September 2011.

	

	Meeting between Commissioner for Transport and Tuen Mun District Councillors

2.
Commissioner for Transport, Mr Joseph Y T LAI, attended TMDC’s meeting and briefed Members on various aspects of the work of the Transport Department (“TD”).  He then briefed Members on TD’s various transport improvement projects that were completed and under planning in response to the demand of TMDC recently, and public transport service improvement projects which had been implemented.  Members made their requests including full utilization of proposed bus stops in the public transport interchange in Tuen Mun Road (Siu Lam Section) and consultation among Members on ancillary transport facilities as soon as possible, relaxation of restriction on passenger capacity, improvement of services and frequencies of various Tuen Mun bus and minibus routes to minimize the occurrence of passengers standing in a full bus, review of Tuen Mun bus and MTR fares which were excessively high, planning and improvement of the traffic at Choy Yee Bridge and follow up on the construction of a cycling track between Tuen Mun and other areas, installation of green light countdown device in Tuen Mun District, and construction of a railway between Tuen Mun and Tsuen Wan and resumption of  Route 10 and tunnel facilities of the Northern Connection of Tuen Mun Western Bypass, etc.  Mr. LAI gave detailed responses to the requests and enquiries.  


	Meeting between Commissioner of Police and Tuen Mun District Councillors 

3.
Commissioner of Police, Mr TSANG Wai-hung, attended TMDC’s meeting and briefed Members on the law and order of Tuen Mun District from January to July 2011.  He then reported on the latest progress and results of the Six Priorities after succeeding as the Commissioner.  He also took the opportunity to thank the TMDC for its continuous support to the police in maintaining the law and order of the local district and encouraged Members and the public to provide more information on crimes to achieve the spirit of “Police is the Community, Community is the Police”.



	4. 
Members thanked the Police for its assiduous effort made in restoring law and order of Tuen Mun District and were proud that Hong Kong had such an excellent police force.  A Member said that the incident happened on 1 September this year when protesters forced their way into the Science Museum in Tsim Sha Tsui where a second round of a public forum on a replacement mechanism for Legislative Council (“Legco”) seats was being held revealed that a bad culture of expressing opinions through act of violence was spreading in Hong Kong.  A Member said that he would like to cheer the officers up who often needed to face riots and provocation.  He supported the Police’s principle of steadfastly defending the law and order and severely punishing unruly protesters.  On the other hand, a Member said that the security measures adopted during the visit of Vice Premier, Mr. LI Keqiang, to the University of Hong Kong were too stringent and worried that Hong Kong would become a city where police and people became hostile to each other.  She asked Mr. TSANG to give a thorough explanation and demanded an apology from him for his “dark shadow testimony” made earlier.  Another Member said that he worried that the Police would interfere the freedom of press, speech and assembly of Hong Kong, and hoped that the society could strike a balance between civic rights and police authority.

	

	5.
Members expressed their opinions and requested the Police to tackle drugs problem and domestic violence of Tuen Mun District, keep watch on the increasing burglaries cases in the vicinity of Sam Shing and So Kwun Wat in the vicinity of Castle Peak Road, explore ways of minimizing accidents involving bicycles, handle cases of triad members allegedly running for District Councils election, keep watch on the increasing numbers of body and foot massage premises in Tuen Mun District so as to crack down on the sex industry allegedly related to the premises, and enhance education and training for police officers, etc.  Mr TSANG made detailed responses to the requests.

	

	Meeting between Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation and Tuen Mun District Councillors

6.
Acting Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation, Dr LEUNG Siu-fai, attended TMDC’s meeting, briefed Members on the work of the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) and listened to the views of Members on issues of local concern.  Members expressed their views and enquired the followings, including management of organic vegetables from the Mainland, development of quality fish and fish wholesale markets of Hong Kong, protection of three-striped box turtles, wild monkeys storming into villages, breed and life expectancy of Chinese white dolphins, effectiveness of conservation of butterflies, illegal fishing along the Tuen Mun River, management of the Eco-park, publicity of local farms, illegal feeding of stray dogs, cats and wild birds, and management of country and marine parks and ancillary facilities, etc. Dr LEUNG made detailed responses to the enquiries. 



	

	Request for Provision of Compensation or Ex-gratia Allowances to Machinists



	7.
The presenter said that the AFCD had invited fishermen to a meeting to discuss matter relating to compensation offered to address the livelihood problem arising from the ban on stern, shrimp, hang and pair trawler fishing in Hong Kong waters.  He considered that it was unfair to the machinists who were not invited to the meeting held by the AFCD.  In addition, he pointed out that AFCD thought that machinists operating fish vessels could also engage in yacht repair, but there was a remarkable difference between a fishing vessel which was mainly made of wood and a yacht which was high-tech and mainly made of fibres.  Hence, it was impossible, in terms of expertise and knowledge, for machinists comprising old people who previously made a livelihood on fishing vessel repair in Tuen Mun to switch to yacht repair which only clustered in Sai Kung, Causeway Bay and the Gold Coast Tuen Mun, etc.  He also pointed out that the government granted the land in Area 40, Tuen Mun to the fishing vessel repair trade in early 90s with a view to establishing a base for fishing vessel repair.  He urged the government to take into account legal and human perspectives and provide compensation or ex-gratia allowances to them.  In addition, he accompanied the affected trade members to the Complaint Division of the Legco Secretariat earlier to lodge a complaint and were received by Hon CHEUNG Yu-yan, the duty roster member, who agreed to pass the result of this discussion item to the Legco for reference.     


	8.
Representatives of the AFCD responded that, in response to the ever-changing marine resources environment of Hong Kong, the government was studying ways of rehabilitating the marine resources of Hong Kong so as to achieve a sustainable development of the fishing industry.  A few years ago, the government set up a Committee on Sustainable Fisheries (“the Committee”) comprising the trade, individuals and Legco Members.  The Committee had carried out various studies on matters related to marine resources of Hong Kong and recommended a ban on trawling to prevent deterioration of the seabed and trawling of fish of different sizes by fish nets with small mesh.  Hence, the government announced in the Policy Address in October 2010 a plan to ban trawling in Hong Kong waters.  According to the statistics provided by the Department, about 400 odd vessels operating in China and Hong Kong waters were genuinely affected, and among them, less than 30 vessels fishing in Hong Kong waters were hard hit.  AFCD had been liaising with the affected trade and had organized over 100 consultation forums during the consultative period.  The Department had liaised with representatives of Tuen Mun Castle Peak Bay Association of Machinists through telephone conversations and interviews to gauge their views on the trawling ban.  The Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene of Legco had invited representatives of trades including Tuen Mun Castle Peak Bay Association of Machinists to attend a special meeting to gauge their views.  Having considered the consequences of the trawling ban on various related industries, the Financial Committee of the Legco had devised a mechanism for working out the fund for compensation and financial assistance.  It was also decided that no direct ex-gratia allowance would be provided to the machinists.   


	9.
The chairman asked representative of the AFCD to consider the views of the TMDC and enhance the communication with the Association of machinists for the purpose of finding a way out.


	

	Tuen Mun River Beautification Scheme-Latest Progress of the Construction of the Footbridge across the Tuen Mun River


	10.
Representatives of Home Affairs Department, Moot MacDonald Hong Kong Limited (“Consultancy firm”) and Hong Kong Housing Society attended the TMDC’s meeting and briefed Members on the latest progress and the design of the project concerned.  



	11.
The Chairman said, during a meeting held on 2 November 2010, the Housing Society consulted Members on the preliminary design option of the footbridge across the Tuen Mun River.  The District Council voted and agreed on that day that a Chinese-styled design for the footbridge would be adopted.  Later the design option was thoroughly discussed during a meeting of the Working Group on Development and Planning of Tuen Mun District on 29 Nov 2010.  At the meeting, a Member suggested that the design of the footbridge should take into account the compatibility with nearby buildings.  Hence, the consultancy firm revised the design of the footbridge subsequently.
 

	12.
The representative of the consultancy firm said that the latest design had been submitted to the Advisory Committee on the Appearance of Bridges and associated Structures for approval.  Both the original and revised designs were displayed at the meeting for Members’ comparison and reference.

	

	13.
Members offered comments and made enquiries about the latest design of the project.  The District Council voted on the new design of the footbridge.  Subsequently, twelve votes were cast in favour of the Chinese-styled design which had been passed earlier, seven votes cast in favour of the revised design by the consultancy firm. Two abstention votes were gained.  The Chairman announced that the District Council agreed that the Chinese-styled design for the footbridge was adopted and asked the representatives of the various departments and the consultancy firm to take the view of the District Council into account.  


Secretariat, Tuen Mun District Council

Date: 12 October 2011
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