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5" February 2004

Ms. Ada Wong

Chairman of Wanchai District Counci]
Unit 1-H Po Foo Building

1-5 Foo Ming Street

Causeway Bay

Hong Kang

/ Re: W chai Heliport

Further to our recent telephone call and in the absence of being able to reach you by
phone now, I am Writing to you on the issue of access to the Wanchai Heliport currently
controlled by the Government Flying Services ("GFS”).

2, As mentioned on the telephone, Donald Tsang and I had reached an
un ing that on the closure of the Central Heliport at Harcourt Road, the commercial
Operators would have access to Wanchai Heliport alongside GFS.

3, Unfortunately, ane or two days before the Central Heliport was due 1o close, we were
informed by the Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau
because of a letter they had received from the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club objesting to our
access to the site, Fortunately, one of my colleagues in the office, John Leigh i

late Past Commodore of that lub and he obtainad a copy of the obje eiter. It was

clear that objection was not dirccted exclusively at the commercial operators but at usage of
the site pencrally on the basis of noise, |
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Attn: Ms. Ada Wong 5" February 2004

4, As a result, I went to see Michael Suen to discuss this matter., At the meeting, one of
his colleagues, Thomas Tso (Deputy Secretary) informed us that notwithstanding the
understanding I had reached with the Chief Secretary, the Housing, Planning and Lands
Bureau had given an undertaking to the Wanchai District Couneil as long ago as August 2002
that the Wanchai Heliport would only be used for emergency purposes. However, for reasons
that he could not explain, no one else in Government ie. the Chief Secretary’s office, the
Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau, Economic Services Bureau, Civil
Aviation Department nor the GFS had heen j at undertaking.

5, For the last few months, the commercial operators had been working with both Civil

Aviation Department and GFS to develap operatin ures for the Wanchai Heliport.

6. Further, in order to allay the Yacht Club's concerns about noise, there had been a
noise test conducted at the Wanchai Heliport in mid December 2003 which established that
even the Government's own helicopters, which are the largest and noisiest helicopters in
Hong Kong, came within the established noise parameters.

—_

7. [ attach to this letter a copy of the operating procedures developed by Heliservices
which set out the approach, landing and departure procedures for the site. As mentioned
earlier, these procedures have been approved by both the Civil Aviation Department and GFS.
As you will see from the map contained in the procedures, the approach and departure is over
Wwater away from both the Yacht Club and the residential blocks in Wanchai.

-~

Hong Kong Island to provide this type of service for business community. Meanwhile, that
community together with the all important growing tourist industry have, as a result of the
closure of the Central Helipad, been denied access to a site from where they need it most i.e.
Central. As a result, we have seen a serious deterioration in our business due to the closure of
this pad. Indeed, when I raised this issue with various Chambers of Commerce, they all
expressed concem about the closure and the lack of a suitable altemnative.

9. ['am keen to have the Opportunity to make a presentation to your Council in order to
demonstrate thet access by the commercial operators would not adversely affect the residents
of Wanchai. Indeed, the type of helicopter used by the commercial operators is a small five
seat machine whose noise profile is a lot Jess intrusive than those operated by Government.

10. I would be delighted to give you Junch in order to discuss this matter further and
indeed, I u_muld also be happy to demonstrate our helicopter to your Council colleagues so
that you might assess for yourselves the impact of access to the Wanchai Heliport,

-d3

96% P.@2

86-FEB-2084 15:02 28106358




1U. may Lu IO 303 WONgG 28952135 U 171632 Pagedor/
Sent by the Award Winning Cheyenne Bitware

b
v
.l

2 @5-FEB-2084 17:980 FROM +852 2845 9133 TO 2BS52138 P.a3

SIR ELLY KADOORIE & SONS LIMITED

-3-

Attn: Ms. Ada Wong 5" February 2004

['am departing on a business trip to Shanghai this evening but I am free for luoch next .~
week on either Monday, 9" February or Wednesday, 11* February before leaving for Europe |/
on Thursday, 12® February. [ shall be most grateful if your secretary will advise my secretary | *
on telephone 2524 9221 if you are free for either date and I will arrange lunch at my
penthouse at St. George’s Building on 24® Floor.

/é% é~__/e7 s

It
L .t_d,.n_c

Michael D, Kadoorie
MDK/jehV/fs
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Ms. Ada Wong 12" February 2004

Chairman of Wanchai District Council
Unit 1-H Po Foo Building

1-5 Foo Ming Street

Causeway Bay

Hong Kong

/ Re: Wanchai Heliport -

1. [ refer to my letter to you of 5% February 2004 on the issue of the newly opened
Wanchai Heliport. In that letter, reference was made to my meeting with the Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands Bureay at which he mentioned that an undertaking had been
given by Government to your District Council in August 2002, I would like to explore the
possibility of commercial operators accessing the Wanchai Heliport in view of the recent
closure of the Central Heliport,

2. I understand from Government that the possible use of the Heliport by commercial
operators has never been raised with your Council. As a result, we vould like to seek the
views of your Council as to whether they would entertain a presentation from the commercial
Operators on access to the Heliport. R

3. As you may appreciate, the belicopter operators play an important role in the
movements of business personnel around Hong Kong as well as helping to promote the tourist
industry. Unfortunately, with the closure of the Central Heliport, the alternative temporary
site on the Western Reclamation does not adequately address either the business or tourist
needs of Hong Kong, the majority of the users being located within a very short distance of
the Central Business District.

il
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ELLY KADOORIE & SONS LIMITED
B

Attn: Ms. Ada Wong 12" February 2004

4, In this connection, I have taken the liberty of enclosing some brief facts and figures
gathered over last few years by Heliservices, which demonstrate the increasing usage and
importance of the Central helipad.

Once again, [ shall be grateful if you will let me know whether the Council would be
prepared to receive a presentation from us; if not, your advice on how we might proceed on
this matter would be most welcome.

%m{z LJR?@Z,‘

/

Michael D. Kadoorie

MDK/jahl/fs
Encl

“EB-20B4 12:57 285952138
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40334138 ADA WONG

Briefing on the increase of usage and importance of the Central Heliport

k

During the 6-month period leading up to the closure of the Central Heliport,
Heliservices has recorded an average of over 200 landings per month.

Almost 50% of the flights originated from the Central Heliport was for the use of
the business community in the Central Business District and over 25% of the

flights was for tourists.

As most of the business activities of Hong Kong originate from the Central
Business District, the requirement to have a heliport on the Hong Kong Island side

is essential to cater for these requirements.

In addition, many of the flights were for the transportation of people between
Hong Kong Island and other parts of the Special Administrative Region. There
are over 100 helicopter landing locations throughout the SAR, however, there is
none on Hong Kong Island that can be used by commercial helicopter operators

domestically.

Heliport016-04

25-FEB-2004
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30" July 2002

PM/HKINI

Territory Development Department .
13/F., North Point Government Offices o
333 Java Road ¢

North Point

Hong Kong,

For the attention of: Mr. K.X. Ho

Re: Central Reclamation Phase ITI
Design and Construction for the Minimum Option
Interim Relocation of Central Helipad to Wan Chai PCWA

Dear Sirs,

We refer to your letter dated 1;5"tl July 2002 to our Client, the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club (“the
Club™), to which a consultation paper to be forwarded to the Wan Chai District Council, setting out
the proposal relating to the relocation of the existing Central Helipad to the Wan Chai Public Cargo
Working Area (“PCWA”), was attached.

The Club objects to the proposal in connection with the relocation of the existing Central Helipad to
the Wan Chai PCWA, given that the implementation of such proposal will adversely affect the normal
operations of the Club during the period within which the Wan Chaj Development Phase II (“the
Scheme”) is implemented.

On behalf of the Club, we now draw the attention of the Territory Development Department to the
following issues which are associated with the objection raised by the Club.

OPERATIQON OF THE CLUB DURING CONSTRUCTION PERIOD OF THE SCHEME

It should be emphasised that the Club wishes to maintain the full operation of the facilities at Kellett
Island during the period within which the Scheme is being implemented. It is also understood that the
Govemment concurs that the normal operations of the Club should not be affected both during the
implementation of, and after the campletion of, the Scheme. Therefore, the Club has raised concerns
regarding the timing, phasing and extent of the proposed engineering works in the vicinity of the
Club, including its objection to the proposed interim relocation of the Central Helipad at Wan Chai
PCWA, within a formal submission to the Town Planning Board in response to the gazettal of the
Draft Wan Chai North Outline Zoning Plan No. $/H25/] on 19" April 2002. The Club considers that
further dialogue between the Club and the Government with a view to resolving these issues is
necessary, in order that the operation of the Club can continue throughout the period within which the
Scheme is being implemented.

. - - C - |
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~ARLY COMPLETION OF THE PERMANENT HELIPAD

The Club welcomes the fact that the permanent helipad serving the Government Flying Service will
be situated upon a site to the east of the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre Extension. It
15 considered that the Government should construct the permanent helipad as soon as possible, such
that it is available in time to allow it to be used when the existing helipad in Harcourt Road is no
longer available at the end of 2003.

ADVERSE IMPACTS UPON THE OPERATIONS OF THE CLUB

The temporary helipad is currently proposed to be situated in close proximity to the site which is
currently occupied by the Club. The Club is concerned that the taking-off and landing of helicopters
within this temporary helipad will significantly affect the operation of the Club, in terms of both the
amenity value of the Club and the disposition and number of moorings associated with the Club. In
particular, it will impact upon sailing activities, including competitions, to be conducted by the Club
within Victoria Harbour, during the period within which the Scheme is being implemented.

MOORING FACILITIES OF THE CLUB

Given that the existing mooring facilities of the Club will be significantly affected by the reclamation,
the Club is concerned with the proposed arrangements relating to the temporary and permanent
reprovisioning of the moorings, in particular the temporary reprovisioning of the moorings, which
have not yet been addressed by relevant Government Departments. Therefore, the Club considers that
the proposed interim relocation of the Central Helipad should only bc implemented after the
arrangements relating to the temporary and permanent reprovisioning of the moorings have been
agreed between the Club and the Government.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Furthermore, given that the proposed interim helipad at Wan Chai PCWA is situated in close
proximity to the site currently occupied by the Club, it is anticipated that there will be a significant
noise impacts associated with the operation of the interim helipad upon the Club. The amenity value
of the Club will be significantly affected if the Government insists to locate the interim helipad at
Wan Chai PCWA. :

It is considered that many of the issues set out above can be resolved via further dialogue with your
office, and the Club would be prepared to enter into discussions regarding these issues at any time.
We look forward to discussing the concerns of the Club in connection with the proposed interim
relocation of the helipad in further detail in due course. In the meantime, should you have any queries
or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact Chris Brooke or the undersigned.

Yours faithfully,

( '\,\ t'\.‘{' L:\.A

Kenneth Wong
Senior Associate Direcror

cc:  Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club — Mr. Robert Bird / Dr. Alan Lau (Fax No.: 2239 0329)
Maunsell Consultants Asia Ltd. — Mr. Dickson Lo (Fax No.: 2691 2649)
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11™ December 2003

Mr Chai Sung Veng, JP

Director

Territory Development Department
13/F North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, Nerth Point

Hong Kong

Dear Sir,
Helicoptar Landing Pad, Wan Chal

I refer to the intended use of the helicopter landing pad on the arm of the sea wall of the
former Wan Chai Cargo Handling Area, and am writing to express our great cancern.

The Club objected to the use of this fadiity when it was first proposed. At that time we were

advised that it would be used for GFS hellcopters only and that operations would have .
minimal effect on the operations and activities of the Club. We are now advised that the

facility will also be used for commerdal flights and that upward of eighteen flights per day

can be expected. This change in usage is considered completely unacceptable.

Test flights that have taken place have clearly indicated that the use of the helicopter landing
pad will seriously disrupt the use and enjoyment of the Yacht Club facilities to a level which is
Wftally unacceptable to our Members.

The down draft from the helicopters has already sent dust, leaves and furniture within our
property flying, and presents a real danger to people in the vicinity. This wauld indicate that
inadequate safety provisions have been Incorporated into the design of the landing pad,
posing a potential danger to people on our premises. This obviously cannot be accepted and
it would seem that the liability for any injurles or damage caused to our property, or to
people and their private praperty such as cars, would rest solely with the Government as the
owner and operator of the fadllity.

The noise generated by the hellcopters as they approach and depart from the landing pad,

. and while they are on the ground with the motors operating, is also a major nulsance. It
completely disrupts normal conversation for people inside our premisas. Whilst those using
our cutdeor fadlities are simply unable to hald a conversation much less bare the noise for
longer than a moment or two.

We will be conducting sound leve! tests when GFS hold- further test flights In the coming week
and anticipate that the nolse leve! will be well outside acceptabie levels.

The Club would not be surprised If the noise fram the helicopters resulted in mmplalntﬁ from
residents an the southern side of Gloucester Road,
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Mr Chal Sung Veng, JP
11* December 2003

Apart from the obvious discomfort caused by the naise, we antidipate a significant downturn
In the business .of the Club, in particular our Bistre cutdoor dining terrace, which sits directly

oppasite the helipad.

We are also concerned that the down-draft from the landing and departure of hellcoptars will
Interfere with yacht racing taking place an the harbour in the vidhity of the club, and agaln
creating unnecessary risk and danger to people and property.

1 am therefore writing to you to ask that the landing pad not be commissioned, and that the
operation be indefinitely deferred. A new hellcopter landing facllity has recently been opened
in South West Kawioon and this wauld appear to be more than adequate to handle both
Gavernment and commerciel operations. It aisa has easy and convenlent connection to Hong
Kong through the Westem Harbour Tunnel. In addition the on-going dispute over thae
contract on the Central Reclamation means that there s no longer any urgency for moving
from the facfiity in front of the Tamar Site. The existence of these twa sites means that it is
completely unnecessary to commence aperation from the Wan Chai site.

We would suggest that In the time that may become available whila the reclamation Issues
are sorted out, that CAD urgently commission the design and construction of the permanent
Helleopter Landing Pad near the Convention Centre. Early implementation of the permanent
facility would be tn the advantage of all partles concarned.

I respectfully request that you give this matter your urgent attention.

Yours sincarely, ;
Royal Heng Kong Yacht Club

A Sids

Dr. Alan Lau
Commodore

AL/RB/pl
- Director of Environmental Protaction
Chairman of the Wan Chai District Councll:
Director General of Civil Aviation Department
Director of Planning Department

Director of Lands Department
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