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Questions on the pedestrian zone

June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk> 2008 £4£7 H 29 H T4 2:52
W43 francischong123@gmail.com

SGICR

My name is June Ng and I'm a staff writer of HK Magazine. I'm now working on a feature

Dear Mr. Chong,

regarding the pedestrian zone in Sai Yeung Choi Street. | learnt from the District Council
website that you and nine other district coucillors are urging a better management of the

area. So there are a few questions that we hope you could answer.

1) What are the problems you observed from the area? And which one is the most serious
one?

2) You say the area can be more polished and decorated to show our local characteristics,
how so? And what is the local characteristics of that pedestrian zone?

3) There're many street performances going on and many regard them as an expression
on true Hong Kong culture, what's your opinion?

4) Have you received complaints from local residents and shop owners of the area

about nuisance? What are the causes of the nuisance? Can they represent the opinion of
the majority? )

5) They say they rather have the trial cancelled if the management hasn't improved, what's
your opinion?

6) So from your experience and opinion, any practical suggestions to the Transport

Department and the Police?

It would be great if you could reply the above enquires by Wednesday so we can include

your valuable opinion in our story. Looking forward to hear from you soon.
Regards,

June Ng

Staff Writer

HK Magazine

Asia City Publishing Ltd.,
301 Hollywood Centre,



233 Hollywood Road,
Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2850-5065
Dir: (852) 2534-9536/ 9839 4524
Fax:(852) 2543-4964
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2008 4£7 H 30 H T4 5:06
W24 June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk>

Dear June, \K’S /\C\: \'_S/)

Thank you for your email of 29 July.

The paper conceming the management of Sai Yeung Choi Street
Pedestrian Zone('the Zone') was presented by seven elected district
councillors, including myself, and three appointed district councillors to the
District Council for discussion on 26 June 2008. The concern was that the
Zone was misused by some road-users and the Government appears to be
unable to do anything about it due to the lack of any regulation governing
the use of the Zone. The councillors did not advocate for the abolition of the
Zone; they advocated for a proper regulation of the use of the Zone. Surely,
in their view, the existence of a law was better than no law.

The following is a reply from me to your questions. | haven't discussed my
reply with any of the remaining nine councillors. Please treat the following
reply as my own.



1.

In about the year of 2000, the Zone was carved out from a part of Sai
Yeung Choi Street and was designated as a special zone to benefit
pedestrians, in order that pedestrians could walk freely without heeding
any oncoming traffic. It was on an experimental basis and was to be
reviewed once every six months. Gradually, since 2000, activities have
increased at the Zone, ranging from commercial activities for promoting
products, street performances (e.g. dance, play and music), political
propaganda to political forums. In terms of the size of the street being
occupied, the commercial activities present the most serious problem.
In terms of disturbances, the constant presence of Fa Long Gong
displaying propaganda against the Central Government creates an
eye-sore.

If the Zone can be tidier, more spacious and more leisurely used for
pedestrians, it will serve the original intent for the creation of the Zone.
The essential characteristics of the Zone are of course a leisure zone
for pedestrians.

The problem lies in the location. Whether street performances are
suitable for the Zone is a matter which the Government should consider
and if they are, the Government should decide as to what the policy for
who perform first, exactly where and for how long is? The councillors
are concerned with the law and order at the Zone. There is no objection
from me to street performances taking place at the proper venue. | have
my share of doubt that the Zone is a proper venue. What is advocated is
that regulations for the proper conduct of such street performances
should be in place. Sai Yeung Choi Street is a highly-populated
residential area as well as a highly valued commercial area. Whether it
is proper to allow street performances to take place at random at the
already congested enclosed area is something which the Government
should carefully consider.

Out of the ten councillors, some of them, specially the councillors who
were elected by the residents of Sai Yeung Choi Street, received
complaints from local residents and shops owners about the activities
and the nuisances generated therefrom. Nuisances take the form of
noise from and presence of street performances and political forums,
and the soliciting of businesses. They are also caused by the awesome
pictures displayed by Fa Long Gong. Local residents and shop owners



of the area naturally feel disturbed and inconvenienced by all kinds of
activities at their door-steps. People not living in the area may welcome
the activities. Plainly, those activities mean fun to them and they do not
have to tolerate the consequences of such activities.

5. If there are still no regulations governing the use of the Zone with the
result that one day residents and shop owners have to go on strike to
demonstrate against the lack of managemént of the Zone and street
users competing for spaces enter into fights for street spaces, it will be
tragic.

6. The Zone was created to deny car users the right to use that part of
Sai Yeung Choi Street. Can the car-users complain that the Zone, being
public spaces, should be available to them without restriction? | don't
think road-users can complain that way. As a community orderly run, we
all have to rely on the Government's judgment to decide for us
(preferably with proper public consultation) what the proper planning for
the use of all public spaces in Hong Kong is. The Zone was and is a
zone for pedestrians. It was never intended to be used by political
groups to promote their objects, commercial groups to promote their
products, or street performers to promote their art. The Transport
Department, the Police and other relevant government departments
should decide in what the priority the use of the Zone should be set.
Should there be priority for the benefits of pedestrians? for the benefit of
street performances? for the benefits of the political groups? It would be
disastrous if the Zone is allowed to develop into a Government
non-intervention area in the most commercially valuable and busiest
area in Mong Kok.

Regards,
Francis Chong

2008/7/29 June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk>

June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk> 2008 4£7 §E 30 H T4 6:31
W25 7?7 <francischong123@gmail.com>



Dear Mr. Chong, Fﬁ (4 @

Thanks a lot! So what would be your next action if the government just turn blind eye on it?

It would be great if you could reply me by noon tomorrow.

Many thanks and best regards,
June

[isidisd o )

kB <francischong123@gmail.com> 200847 H 31 H T4 12:14
UZ4#: June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk>

BlA: edwardleung.ytmdc@gmail.com, waikeungchan@hot.mail.com, dabtkt@dab.org.hk,
alexhau@sunhinghk.com, kopolinghk@yahoo.com.hk, mkn_dc@yahoo.com.hk,
barrywong_ytmdc@yahoo.com.hk, huitakleung@yahoo.com.hk

Dear June,

Thanks for your email of 29 July.

[ believe that at the next District Council meeting to be held on 28 August, the
matter concerning the management of the Zone will be tabled for discussion.

One must not forget that district councillors carry the duty of evaluating and
reflecting public opinion and in so doing, councillors should exercise their
individual judgments and say what the public interest is. We are no pressure
group. We do not plan action. We have voiced out our concern and the
Government should, for the purpose of ensuring good governance, do whatever
that is right and proper to protect the public interest. If the Government turns a
blind eye, I personally shall be disappointed.

Regards,
Frascis Chong

C.C. Other nine District Councillors

2008/7/30 June Ng <junen@asia-city.com.hk>
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