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Match services to city's changing face, districts say
| 2010-12-30 EDT3| EDT| By Ng Yuk-hang

Yau Tsim Mong district is set to have Hong Kong's youngest population by the end of the decade and Wan
Chai its oldest, prompting calls for amenities in the areas to be tailored to suit their needs.

A government report published yesterday says the projection for Yau Tsim Mong, made up of Yau Ma Tei,
Tsim Sha Tsui and Mong Kok, is largely because young couples, who are likely to have babies, were moving
into new housing in the district.

The Planning Department report predicts that Kowloon's population will have increased by 12.5 per cent
between last year and 2019, a bigger jump than in the New Territories and Hong Kong Island. By 2019, Sha
Tin, Kwun Tong and Yuen Long will be the most populated districts, each home to more than 660,000 people.

Last year, Yuen Long and Islands districts had the youngest populations - with 15 per cent of residents under
14. Yau Tsim Mong will surpass them by 2019, when 16.4 per cent are projected to be under 14.

Wong Tai Sin, where many elderly people live in public housing estates, will be replaced by Wan Chai in 2019
as the district with the city's oldest population - with more than 22 per cent of residents older than 65.

A government official involved in the calculations said the statistics were based on each district's current
population make-up, and the number of new residential buildings.

Yau Tsim Mong would have more young residents, especially women in their 30s, who would get married and
have babies, he said.

District councillors said more tailor-made facilities should be built in Wan Chai and Yau Tsim Mong.

Yau Tsim Mong district councillor Chan Wai-keung said facilities were old-fashioned and imbalanced. He
said that while the young were concentrated in more recently reclaimed areas like Olympian City and Mong
Kok West, leisure facilities were only found in older areas, along Nathan Road and Temple Street. "Without
libraries, swimming pools and indoor sport centres, young people do not know where to go," he said.

Wan Chai district councillor Kenny Lee Kwun-yee said its older people tended to be richer and better
educated. "We should give them more platforms to continue serving the public,” she said, for example by
setting up volunteer teams to visit underprivileged families nearby.

She said that more seats should be added for the elderly in parks and at bus stops.

Professor Paul Yip Siu-fai, a University of Hong Kong demographer, said it was difficult to predict the
districts' populations accurately.

"Hong Kong's population is extremely fluid," he said.
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"We have a lot of locally born children who have mainland parents. We cannot be sure if and when they will
come back to Hong Kong, and where they will choose to live."

Yip said it was possible Kowloon's population would grow more quickly than that of the New Territories, as
many people would find Kowloon more convenient. Some parents would move to Kowloon in order to
increase the chance of their children getting into better schools.



