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Interpretation plate (1)

Cai Yuan-pei (1868-1940)

Cai Yuan-pei was a scholar, educator, and a former president of both Peking
University and the Academia Sinica. Cai moved to Hong Kong at the end of 1937. The
following year he delivered an anti-war speech at an exhibition opening held at St.
John’s Cathedral on Garden Road. Cai passed away in 1940 and is buried in the

Aberdeen Chinese Permanent Cemetery.

Cai lived an honorable and virtuous life, making significant contributions to the
realms of politics and education. In his younger days, he was president of the
Restoration Society, an anti-Qing, revolutionary organisation. Cai continued his fight
for national independence later in life, promoting Kuomintang-Communist
co-operation and advocating a total war of resistance against Japan. Cai was also
deeply committed to the development of education in China and was one of its
leading educators. He advocated an aesthetic education that was both morally and

spiritually edifying, and supported women'’s access to higher education.
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Interpretation plate (2)

Lu Xun (1881-1936)

Lu Xun was a writer and revolutionary. He taught at Peking Women’s Normal
University, Amoy University and Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou. His works are
well-known for their revelation of corrupt feudal ethics and opposition to the
traditional social system and customs. In 1927, Lu visited Hong Kong and gave two
lectures at the YMCA assembly hall located at 51 Bridges Street. The lectures were
critical of the high regard in which Confucianism and classical education were held
and advocated the New Culture Movement. They were well received and particularly

welcomed by the younger members of the audience.

Lu was a 20™ century literary giant. Throughout his life, he challenged the
authority of the establishment and criticised traditional practices and customs. His
works not only set the trend for literary reform, but also triggered a reflection on the

feudal rituals of the time and influenced literary, social and political thought.
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Interpretation plate (3)

Hu Shih (1891-1962)

Hu Shih was born Hu Hung-hsing, courtesy name Shih-chih, to a family from Jixi,
Anhui province. He was a former Ambassador to the United States as well as
president of both Peking University and the Academia Sinica in Taiwan. During the
1920s, Hu was a leading figure among the progressive intellectuals who were
advocating literary advancement and reform and his ‘Eight Don’ts’ became a banner

for the New Culture Movement.

Hu came to Hong Kong in 1935 to receive an honorary doctorate degree in Law
from the University of Hong Kong. During his stay, he took the Peak Tram up to the
Peak to admire the night view and visited St. Paul’s Church in Central. Hu wrote about
the Hong Kong educational system and his views on its reform in his book Notes from

a Journey to the South.
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Interpretation plate (4)

Hsu Ti-shan (1894-1941)

Hsu Ti-shan, born Xu Zankun, courtesy name Ti-shan, was a scholar and writer
with ancestral roots in Jieyang, Guangdong province. He taught at Yenching
University and came to Hong Kong in 1935 to take up the headship of the
Department of Chinese at the University of Hong Kong. During his tenure, Hsu
implemented changes to the Chinese curriculum. He modernized learning practices
and reorganized the curriculum into three strands: literature, history and philosophy,

thereby laying the foundation for the substantial development of the department.

Hsu devoted his entire life to the New Culture Movement. He advocated the
pinyin system for writing Chinese characters, was involved in issues related to higher
and children’s education, and endeavoured to negotiate with the University of Hong
Kong for the reform of its Chinese Department. The literary organization he founded
not only facilitated cultural development, but also popularised literary knowledge
and encouraged the promotion and spread of the arts. Hsu played an important role

in promoting local Hong Kong culture during the 1930s and 1940s.
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Interpretation plate (5)

Dai Wang-shu (1905-1950)

Dai Wang-shu was a poet. A native of Nanjing, he studied French at Aurora
University in Shanghai, and later studied at the University of Paris and the Lyon
Sino-French Institute, France. In 1936, he took up a teaching post at Tongji University

in Shanghai.

Dai visited Hong Kong twice, spending at total of nearly nine years in the
territory. He was editor for the arts section of Ta Kung Pao, the features sections of
Sing Tao Daily and Overseas Chinese Daily News. Dai was also the founder of Geng
Yun (Cultivation) magazine. During the Sino-Japanese War, he published a number of
patriotic, anti-Japanese works. After the fall of Hong Kong in 1941, he was arrested by

the Japanese army.

Dai lived in Woodbrook Villa at No. 92 Pok Fu Lam Road. Essays such as ‘The

Used Book Market of Hong Kong’ and ‘Diary from Woodbrook Villa’ take the style

and features of the Hong Kong of that era as their subject.
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Interpretation plate (6)

Xiao Hong (1911-1942)

Xiao Hong, born Zhang Xiuhuan in Hulan, Heilongjiang province, was a writer.
After running away from home in 1930, she lived a difficult and unsettled life that
ultimately set her on the path of a writing career. Xiao’s novel, The Field of Life and
Death, published in 1935, not only made her name as an anti-Japanese author, but

also established her as a female writer of the 1930s.

Xiao arrived in Hong Kong in early 1940. She attended a seminar at Yeung Chung
Girls’ School on Caine Road, and one on literature and the arts at Ning Yeung Terrace
on Bonham Road. Xiao’s later works, including Tales of Hulan River, were completed

and published in Hong Kong.

Xiao pursued her ideals and independence throughout her life. Her works reveal
the struggles of modern women and their newfound confidence. Before the fall of
Hong Kong in 1941, she had been encouraging the development of anti-Japanese war

literature.
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Interpretation plate (7)

Eileen Chang (1920-1995)

Eileen Chang, born Zhang Ying, was a writer. Her ancestral home was in Fengrun,
Hebei province. She studied at the University of Hong Kong from 1939 to 1942, living
first in Our Lady’s Hall on Po Shan Road and, later, in Babington Path. After the fall of
Hong Kong, Chang wrote books and English movie reviews for a living in Shanghai.
Her short stories and essays received great acclaim and established her in the literary
world. Chang moved to the United States in 1955 and was writer-in-residence at
several universities, including the University of Miami in the mid to late 1960s. She

also held the position of senior researcher at the University of California, Berkeley.

The influence of the Mandarin Duck and Butterfly School, along with the English
proficiency she developed in Hong Kong, her keen observation of the differences
between Chinese and Western cultures, and the broadening of her horizons by her
move to the United States, all contributed to the distinctive style Chang displayed in
her novels and scripts, and set her apart from other female writers of the same

period.
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Interpretation plate (8)

Introduction to the Central and Western District Literary Trail

In the period between the 1920s and 1950s, seven modern Chinese writers and
educators left their footprints in what we now call the Central and Western District.
They include the ‘Father of Peking University’ Cai Yuan-pei, literary giant Lu Xun,
leader of the New Culture Movement Hu Shih, scholar and writer Hsu Ti-shan, the
‘Rainy Lane Poet’ Dai Wang-shu, and Xiao Hong and Eileen Chang, two of the ‘four
talented women’ in the 1930s and 1940s. Their footprints are scattered from the east
to the west of the district —from St. John’s Cathedral on Garden Road, to the remote
Woodbrook Villa on Pok Fu Lam Road; and from the lowlands to the sea—from an
old-style study room on Li Yuen Street East, to Our Lady’s Hall on Po Shan Road. The
setting up of this Literary Trail aims at evoking these intellectuals and their
experiences in Hong Kong. It is hoped that in the course of retracing their steps,

visitors will visualize the Hong Kong of that era and how it has changed over time.
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Interpretation plate (9)

Hollywood Road: Dai Wang-shu (1905-1950) Interpretation plate 2

Dai Wang-shu lived in Hong Kong for approximately nine years in total, which
was the longest of any of the writers included in this Literary Trail. During his stay, in
early 1942, he was detained in Victoria Prison by the Japanese army. While there he

wrote several poems, including ‘Written on a Prison Wall'.

One of Dai’s interests was collecting antique books. His footprints are scattered
around Hong Kong Island, mainly in the area near the old Queen’s Road Central,
Ladder Street, Lascar Row, Aberdeen Street and Hollywood Road. In ‘The Used Book
Market of Hong Kong’, Dai mentions no less than nine used book stalls and is familiar
not only with the type of books they sell, but also their owners’ names, nicknames

and hobbies. This essay also reveals his knowledge of local dialects and customs.
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Interpretation plate (10)

The University of Hong Kong Visitor Centre:
Cai Yuan-pei (1868-1940)
Hu Shih (1891-1962)
Hsu Ti-shan (1894-1941)
Eileen Chang (1920-1995)

In the period between the 1920s and 1950s, four modern Chinese writers and
educators visited, studied or taught at the University of Hong Kong. They include the
‘Father of Peking University’ Cai Yuan-pei, leader of the New Culture Movement Hu

Shih, scholar and writer Hsu Ti-shan, and novelist and scriptwriter Eileen Chang.

In 1935, Hu Shih travelled to Hong Kong to receive an honorary doctorate
degree in Law from the University of Hong Kong, the first of thirty-five that would be
conferred upon him during his lifetime. In the same year, Hsu Ti-shan came to Hong
Kong to take up a professorship in the University’s Department of Chinese. Arriving in
Hong Kong in 1937, Cai Yuan-pei attended only two public events during his stay, one
of which was a visit to the University of Hong Kong. Eileen Chang was enrolled at the
University from 1939 to 1942, but her studies were cut short by the fall of Hong Kong.
Although these scholars came to the University of Hong Kong for different purposes,
they are connected in time, space, and by the literary legacy that we still treasure

today.
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BRI - B EHAR

Webpage content (1)

Cai Yuan-pei (1868-1940)

(a) Biography:

Cai Yuan-pei, courtesy names Heqing and Juemin, was born in Shanyin county
(now Shaoxing county) in Shaoxing, Zhejiang province, in 1868 (the 6" year of Qing
Dynasty Emperor Tungzhi's reign). In 1892 (the 18t year of Emperor Guangxu's reign),
he obtained the title of “Jinshi” in the imperial examination system and was
appointed to the Hanlin Academy, first as Shujishi (trainee), and promoted to the
position of Bianxiu (editor) two years later. In 1894, China was defeated in the First
Sino-Japanese War. This spurred Cai to break away from the fetters of old ideas. He
read a lot of foreign historical and literary works in translation, and acquired a wide
range of information and of the knowledge prevailing at the turn of the century. The
failure of China's Reform Movement woke him up to the fact that only a complete
revamp of the political system could bring hope to China. He returned to Shaoxing to
take up the position of Superintendent of Shaoxing Chinese-Western School. He quit
the position shortly afterwards and became Director-Teacher of Nanyang Public
School in Shanghai. A proponent of women's rights, he devoted much attention to
boosting women's literacy and access to education. In 1902, in collaboration with
like-minded associates, Cai established the China Education Society. Its aims were to

oppose old-style education and promote the Principles of Nationalism and People's
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livelihood. He went on to form the Patriotic School and became its first principal.
Meanwhile, he was also involved in the educational work of the Patriotic Girls'

School.

In 1903, Cai ran a newspaper entitled Eshi Jingwen (“Russian Alarm”), renamed
Jingzhong Ribao (“Warning Bell Daily”) the following year, to alert fellow countrymen
to Imperial Russia's encroachment in Northeast China. That same year, the
Guangfuhui (Restoration Society) was established in Shanghai with Cai as president.
In 1905, he joined the Tongmenghui (Chinese Revolutionary Alliance) established in

Tokyo, and was made president of its Shanghai branch.

After the founding of the Republic of China, Cai was appointed the Republic's
Minister of Education. He advocated aesthetic education while, at the same time,
placing importance on moral education. At odds with Yuan Shikai over his political
ideas, he resigned in 1912. When Yuan attempted to restore the monarchy in China,
Cai played an active part in the anti-monarchy alliance, which was successful in
toppling Yuan in 1916. In the following year, Cai became Chancellor of Peking
University. His espousal of academic tolerance led to a remarkable coexistence of old
and new. He also supported the incipient New Culture Movement, and was
acclaimed as the “Father of Peking University”. In 1919, the May Fourth Movement
broke out. Cai resigned from Peking University in protest over the Beiyang
Government's suppression of students. In 1928, he became President of the
Academia Sinica, which was regarded as the top academic research institution in
China. After the Mukden Incident in 1931, Cai was actively involved in anti-Japanese
activities. Together with such personages as Song Qingling and Lu Xun, he founded

the China League for Civil Rights, whose objectives were to press for military
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resistance against Japanese aggression; rescue patriotic and revolutionary political

prisoners; and strive for freedom of the press, expression, assembly and association.

(b) Cai Yuan-pei in Hong Kong:

Shortly after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident in 1937, Beijing and Shanghai fell
into Japanese hands. The 70-year-old Cai came to Hong Kong at the end of the year.
He soon moved to Kowloon with his wife Zhou Jun (Yanghao) and children. His plan
was to convalesce in Hong Kong for a period of time, and then leave for Chongqing
once his health was restored. He therefore kept a very low profile and virtually lived
in seclusion in Hong Kong. He even changed his name to Zhou Ziyu to avoid attention.
During his stay here, apart from presiding over the affairs of Academia Sinica, his only
public activities were visiting the University of Hong Kong in March 1938; and at the
invitation of Song Qingling, attending a fine arts exhibition at St John’s Cathedral
jointly staged in May that year by the China Defence League and Hong Kong
Association for Raising Medical Supplies for National Defence. Through the exhibition,
an appeal was made to peace and democracy loving people around the world to
provide China with medical and relief supplies. Cai delivered an anti-Japanese speech
at the event. Failing health prevented him from fulfilling his wish to go to China's
home front and support the resistance against the Japanese invasion. In 1940, he
tripped and fell at his home and died three days later. He was buried in the Aberdeen

Chinese Permanent Cemetery.

(c) Quotes by Cai Yuan-pei:

1. “Freedom is a virtue. .....but if an excess of it pricks your conscience and
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causes harm to others, it is not freedom any more, and should be deemed
self-indulgence. Self-indulgence is the enemy of freedom.” (Freedom and
Self-indulgence)

“Aesthetic education is the application of aesthetic theories in education with
an aim to cultivate sentiment.” (A Dictionary of Education — Aesthetic

Education)
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Webpage content (2):

Lu Xun (1881-1936)

(a) Biography:

Lu Xun was born as Zhou Shuren, courtesy name Yucai, in Kuaiji county (now
Shaoxing county), Shaoxing, Zhejiang province. In his youth he came under the
influence of a traditional education with an emphasis on ancient classics. In 1902, he
left for Japan after graduating from the School of Mines and Railways, and studied at
Kobun Gakuin in Tokyo. Through reading works in translation, he familiarized himself
with a vast amount of Western scientific and literary thinking. He then began to
devote his attention to exploring ways to bring about a brighter future for China, and
became an advocate of individualism and the liberation of individuality. Under the
influence of Chinese revolutionaries, he joined the Guangfuhui (Restoration Society)

led by Zhang Taiyan who was living in exile in Japan at the time.

In 1907, while engaged in translating Western works of realism, Lu developed
his ideas along the line of blending individualism and evolutionism. It is on this basis
that his later, progressive thinking, as embodied in his criticism of traditional ethics,
would gradually take shape. In 1909, He became a teacher in Hangzhou and Shaoxing.
When the temporary republican government was established, he took up a post in
the Education Ministry in Nanjing at the invitation of Minister of Education Cai
Yuan-pei, and moved to Beijing with the government shortly afterwards. Stimulated
by the darker side of traditional culture, he wrote and published revolutionary

literary works like A Madman's Diary and Kong Yiji. He soon became the most
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influential writer in the May Fourth Movement, with many of his works exploring
women's, young peoples’ and family issues in a society still operating based on a

traditional family structure and old ethical values.

In 1923, Lu held a concurrent post of lecturer in the Department of Chinese,
Peking Women's Normal University, teaching the history of Chinese fiction. The
following year, he supported students who opposed the administration's suppression
of a student movement, and volunteered to give lessons to those who had been
expelled. This led to his being dismissed in 1925 by the Beiyang Government. In 1926,
in the aftermath of the March 18 Massacre, he wrote elegies to the victims, and
penned seven denunciations of the massacre. He then left Peking for the South and
took up a professorship of literature at Amoy University. A year later, at the invitation
of Sun Yat-sen University, he travelled to Guangzhou to take up the post of Dean and

concurrently Head of the Chinese Language and Literature Department.

In 1927, he left for Shanghai and settled down there. He made speeches at
various universities at the invitation of students, and directed and contributed to the
editorial work of such magazines as Yusi (Threads of Talk) and Benliu (Torrent). He
was also one of the founders and leaders of the China League of Left-wing Writers. In

1936, Lu died of tuberculosis in Shanghai.

(b) Lu Xun in Hong Kong:

In January 1927, Lu travelled by sea from Xiamen to Guangzhou via Hong Kong.
The following month, in his capacity as Head of the Language and Literature

Department of Sun Yat-sen University, he visited Hong Kong at the invitation of the
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editor-in-chief of Hong Kong's China People News and the Chinese YMCA of Hong
Kong. He stayed at the YMCA's Bridges Street Centre located at 51 Bridges Street. On
the evening of 18 February, in the hall of the Centre, he gave a talk entitled “Silent
China”, in which he expressed his opposition to the worship of Confucius and classical
education, and advocated abolition of the use of Classical Chinese. On the afternoon
of the following day, he delivered another talk entitled “The Old Tune has ended”,
reiterating the need to discard old ideas and thoughts. His speeches were translated
into Cantonese by Xu Guangping. In September of that same year, he passed through

Hong Kong again while travelling by sea from Guangzhou to Shanghai.

Lu was not particularly impressed by Hong Kong. In More Remarks about Hong
Kong included in his Eryi Collection, he uses the figurative term “a dangerous road” to
describe his experience in Hong Kong. He also expresses strong resentment of its
colonial rule and an education system marked by a reversion to old modes, and
sharply criticises its corrupt petty officers. In Christmas Celebrations in Hong Kong, he
derides the Confucian worship and rituals of Hong Kong's pedantic gentlemen. Other
essays which talk about Hong Kong include, Brief Remarks about Hong Kong and On
Radicalism, both included in the Eryi Collection; Preface and Three Pieces of Prose by
Bandits in the Sanxian Collection, and Comments on “Hard Travelling” in the

collection Jiwaiji Shiyi Bubian.

(c) Quotes by Lu Xun:

1. “A man must make a living before there can be any place for love.” (Regret for

the Past)
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2.

“A brave one when angered will draw his knife and confront someone
stronger; a coward when angered will draw his knife and confront someone

weaker.” (Random Thoughts, Huagai Collection)
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Webpage Content (3)

Hu Shih (1891-1962)

(a) Biography:

Hu Shih was born Hu Hung-hsing, courtesy name Shih-chih, to a family from Jixi,
Anhui province. In 1904 (the 30" year of Qing Dynasty Emperor Guangxu's reign), he
attended school in Shanghai. In 1910 (the 2 year of Emperor Xuantong's reign), he
left China on a Tsinghua School Boxer Indemnity Scholarship to study agriculture at
Cornell University in the United States. In 1917, he returned to China to become a
professor at Peking University. In 1931, he took up the Deanship of Arts at the
university. In 1938, he was appointed Ambassador to the United States of America. In
1943, he was invited to become an Honorary Adviser to the Oriental Department of
the United States' Library of Congress. He returned to China in 1946 and became

Chancellor of Peking University.

In 1950, Hu became a Fellow of the University Library and Curator of the Gest
Oriental Library with Rank of Full Professor at Princeton University in the United
States of America. In 1952, he lectured at National Taiwan University and National
Taiwan Normal University. During the next few years, he travelled back and forth
between America and Taiwan to lecture at various institutions. In 1958, he was

appointed President of Academia Sinica. He died of a heart attack in 1962.

As a young man Hu already put forth a series of proposals on literary and social

issues. In 1917, in an article entitled Tentative Proposal for Literary Reform, he
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suggested, amongst other things, that writers should not imitate the ancients; should
write with substance; should reject melancholy; should not use old clichés and
couplets; and should not avoid popular expressions and popular forms of characters.
These were highly insightful opinions at the time. In another treatise entitled
Constructive Literary Revolution published the following year, he reiterated his “Eight
Don’ts” for literary reform, exciting a groundswell of interest in and support for the
movement. Regarded as one of the prime movers in the New Culture Movement of
the 20% century, Hu attacked feudalism, championed individualism, advocated
democracy and science, and strongly promoted the use of written vernacular

Chinese.

In 1922, he founded the Endeavour Weekly, a publication focusing on politics
and literature, and advocating the idea of “good government” with the active
participation of “good people”. The weekly lasted only about one year. In 1928, he
ran a monthly entitled Crescent Moon jointly with his associates, and became
involved in a war of words with groups taking a different literary line, one of which
was led by Lu Xun. A prolific scholar, Hu produced a large body of work covering a
wide spectrum of disciplines, including literature, history and philosophy. He also
made significant contributions to the areas of education and textual studies.
Evidential Studies of Classical Chinese Novels is representative of his work on textual
scholarship. His other works include, A History of Vernacular Literature; Recent
Sinological Treatises by Hu Shih; Miscellaneous Records from the Study of Canghui;
Outline of the History of Chinese Philosophy (Volume One); and A Collection of Hu

Shih's Writings.
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(b) Hu Shih in Hong Kong:

In early 1935, Hu came to Hong Kong to receive the degree of Doctor of Laws
honoris causa conferred by the University of Hong Kong, and stayed here for 5 days.
Besides touring local attractions like Repulse Bay, Deep Water Bay, Aberdeen and
Stanley, he took a Peak Tram ride to Victoria Peak to admire Hong Kong's spectacular
night view. He delivered five speeches in English and Mandarin in which he
highlighted China's vernacular movement, urged local educators to accept new
culture, and suggested that Hong Kong develop into a centre of new culture in the
South. He paid a visit to Sir Shouson Chow, a prominent local personage, at his
residence, and visited St Paul's Church in Central. Sir William Peel, then Governor of
Hong Kong, invited him to dinner. His deep understanding of Hong Kong's primary
and secondary education systems, and its classification of schools into those using
Chinese versus English as the medium of instruction, led him to offer valuable

suggestions for reform.

He also made suggestions about the teaching of Chinese subjects at the
University of Hong Kong. He observed that professors with a traditional educational
background closely tied to imperial examinations were out of tune with China's new
cultural trends. Appreciating the University's sincerity in introducing reforms, he

recommended Xu Ti-shan for the Headship of its Department of Chinese.

(c) Quotes by Hu Shih:

1. “Hong Kong should produce poets and painters, who will use their artistry to

celebrate its beautiful scenery.” (Rambling Recollections of a Trip to the South:
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Hong Kong)

2. “Boldly making hypotheses; carefully seeking proofs.” (Scholarly Methods of

Qing Dynasty Scholars)
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Webpage Content (4)

Hsu Ti-shan (1894-1941)

(a) Biography:

Hsu Ti-shan was born Xu Zankun, courtesy name Ti-shan, in Taiwan, although his
ancestral home was in Jieyang, Guangdong province. His pen name was
“Luohuaseng” (peanut). After the defeat of China in the First Sino-Japanese War,
Taiwan was ceded to Japan by the Qing government. Hsu went to Longxi, Fujian, with
his family and settled down there. In 1920, after graduating from the Faculty of Arts
of Yenching University in Beijing, Hsu continued his studies at Yenching's School of
Religion. In 1922, he obtained his Bachelor of Theology degree, and took up a
teaching post at the university. While a student at Yenching, he took part in the May
Fourth Movement and other literary activities, and contributed to the magazine New
Society which was published every ten days. In 1921, he formed the “Literary Study
Group” jointly with Mao Dun and other intellectuals in the New Culture Movement,

and took over the literary magazine Fiction Monthly.

In 1923, Hsu went to the United States to study the history of religions and
comparative religion at Columbia University, where he obtained a Master of Arts
degree. The following year, he left for England to further his religious studies at
Oxford University. He then travelled to India to study Indian philosophy, Sanskrit and
Buddhism. He returned to China in 1927 and took up a teaching post at Yenching

University.
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Hsu was the first Chinese to teach Sanskrit at a 20th—century university in China,
as well as one of the first to pursue Indian studies. He wrote novels and essays, The
Holy Rain in the Intangible Mountain and Labouring Spider being two of his
representative works. He simultaneously persevered with his scholarly pursuits, his
research interests including religion, anthropology and folklore. His major academic
works include, National Essence and Study of Traditional Chinese Culture; History of
Taoism; A Study of the Superstition of Spirit Writing (Fuji); and Taoism, Indian Logic
and Others. He also translated Indian literary works, and edited the Dazhong

Collection, which contains historical records of the Opium War.

(b) Hsu Ti-shan in Hong Kong:

In 1935, Hsu took up the professorship of the Department of Chinese at the
University of Hong Kong. He introduced reforms to the Chinese curriculum, dividing it
into three main subjects: literature, history and philosophy. He taught courses on
Chinese history, covering both dynastic and modern history. In the period between
1937 and 1939, when Hong Kong's higher education sector was undergoing reforms
and particularly active in establishing ties with mainland universities, he offered
valuable suggestions on heightening education standards, including the employment
of teachers from China to teach Chinese culture, and the ensuring that students who
were pursing studies in specialized areas had a solid background in traditional
Chinese culture. In 1938, as Japan's invasion of China intensified, an increasing
number of writers and artists fled to Hong Kong to escape the turmoil of war. Hsu
founded the Hong Kong Branch of the All-China Resistance Association of Writers and
Artists, and was elected its director and head of the general affairs unit for three

years in a row. In the following year, he rallied cultural workers into forming the China
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Association for Cultural Advancement, with the objective of developing China's new
culture through such activities as cultural talks and seminars. Hsu also provided
spaces at the university, such as those in the Department of Chinese and Fung Ping
Shan Library, for Chinese painters such as Xu Beihong and Gao Jianfu who had come
to Hong Kong to hold exhibitions of their works. Under the influence of the
20th-century New Culture Movement, he teamed up with his associates to found the
New Chinese Characters Society with the aim to help popularise knowledge. He
established schools in different parts of Hong Kong and Kowloon, and volunteered to
give evening lessons there. Besides devoting great effort to his educational and
cultural undertakings, he also took part in the activities of the Hong Kong British

Council, wrote diligently, and gave many public speeches.

In Hong Kong Hsu lived at 125 Robinson Road in Western Mid-levels.

Over-fatigued, he died of a heart attack at the age of 49 in 1941.

(c) Quotes by Hsu Ti-shan:

1. “In modern times, Chinese people should treasure time all the more, every
inch of it. As making achievements expeditiously is a prerequisite for the
survival of modern peoples.” (National Essence and Study of Traditional

Chinese Culture)

2. “There is a toad-shaped rock on Victoria Peak. Local people believe that the
rock has been working its way uphill; and when it reaches the top, Hong Kong
will be returned to China. We all look forward to that day!” (A Sketchy Study

of the History and Geography of Hong Kong and the Leased Territories in
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Kowloon)
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Webpage content (5)

Dai Wang-shu (1905-1950)

(a) Biography:

Dai Wang-shu was born Dai Chaoshen, courtesy name Cheng, in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang province. His ancestral home was in Nanjing. The pen names he used
include Dai Meng'ou and Linquan Jushi (Hermit of Woodbrook Villa). In 1925, he
studied French at Aurora University in Shanghai. The following year, he was arrested
for propagating revolutionary ideas, and was later dismissed from the university for
taking part in street protests. In 1932, he went to France at his own expense, and
studied first at the University of Paris, and then at the Lyon Sino-French Institute. The
latter cancelled his studentship in 1935, citing his poor academic performance as the
reason. Dai might possibly have been too busy doing translation work to make a
living to concentrate on his studies. Alternatively, it could be the result of his
participation in anti-fascist demonstrations in Europe. In 1936, he took up a teaching

post at Tongji University in Shanghai.

In 1929, Dai published a poetry collection entitled My Memory. His masterpiece
Rainy Lane was very well received by the poetry world. In 1932, he joined the journal
Les Contemporains ran by Shi Zhecun. In 1936, together with the Crescent Moon
School and other Modernist poets, he co-founded the New Poetry Monthly, one of
the most important poetry magazines of modern times. In 1937, Shanghai fell into
Japaneses hands. Dai earned a living as a translator, but mounting pressure forced

him to leave for Hong Kong in 1938.
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In 1946, Dai returned to Shanghai to defend himself against the allegation that
he had defected to the enemy during the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong.
Meanwhile, he taught Chinese courses at Xinlu Normal School, and concurrently
taught Spanish courses at Jinan University. He was dismissed by the latter the
following year for supporting student movements. The Xinlu management
subsequently accused him of association with the Communists, prompting the
Shanghai authorities to issue a warrant for his arrest. In 1948, he was forced to
relocate to Hong Kong once again. In March 1949, he returned to Beijing. After the
founding of the People's Republic of China, he was appointed head of the French
Section of the International Press Bureau under the General Administration of Press
and Publication where he was responsible for translation and editorial work. He died

in 1950, at the age of 45, of heart failure brought on by an asthma attack.

Though a highly acclaimed poet, Dai did not produce many works. His poetry
collections include, Wang-shu Cao and Disastrous Years. His translation works include,
A Narrative History of Soviet Literature; A Collection of Belgian Novelettes; and A

Collection of Italian Novelettes.

(b) Dai Wang-shu in Hong Kong:

After arriving in Hong Kong, Dai worked as the editor of Ta Kung Pao's literary
supplement, and founded the Gengyun (Cultivation) magazine. He then became
editor of the Constellation Supplement to Sing Tao Daily. In 1939, he co-edited the
poetry magazine Apex with Ai Qing, another renowned poet. In 1940, he launched an

English magazine entitled Chinese Authors in the name of the Hong Kong Branch of
60



the All-China Resistance Association of Writers and Artists. In the second year of the
Japanese occupation of Hong Kong, Dai was arrested and jailed for publishing
patriotic, anti-Japanese works, and because the Japanese wanted to extract
information from him about resistance within the literary circles. Written on a Prison
Wall, one of his most famous poems, was composed at this time. After his release, he
took up a bread-and-butter job at the Datong Press under Japan's Cultural Affairs
Department. He also collaborated with some friends to set up the Huaijiuzhai (Retro

Bookstore) on Li Yuan Street East to sell used books.

In 1944, Dai wrote a column called “lllustrated Explanations of Cantonese Slang”
in the Popular Weekly, making use of historical materials, local records and literary
writings to explain the origins of Cantonese expressions. He also edited the Literary
Weekly, a supplement to the newspaper Wa Kiu Yat Po. Hong Kong was liberated
from the Japanese the following year. The All-China Association of Writers and Artists
assigned Dai the task of investigating the defection of members of the literary scene
to the enemy during the Japanese occupation. This triggered a secret letter jointly
signed by twenty-one Hong Kong and Guangdong writers accusing Dai of working for
the Japanese. Despite the efforts of literary leaders to resolve the matter, Dai still felt
deeply aggrieved, and decided to leave for the North to defend himself against the

accusation.

During his first stay in Hong Kong, he lived in Woodbrook Villa at No. 92
Pokfulam Road. In His second stay was less comfortable; Dai had to eke out a
livelihood as a writer and editor and he and his family lived in straitened
circumstances. He was obliged to stay at a friend's home. Since he came to Hong

Kong twice and stayed here for a considerable period of time, the city's folkways and
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social features naturally became the subjects of some of his works, including The

Used Book Market of Hong Kong and Diary from Woodbrook Villa.

(c) Quotes by Dai Wang-shu:

1. “Only there can we live not like beasts of burden, not die like ants......There,

the eternal China!” (With My Injured Hands)

2. “April stems which bring new leaves to old trees, only bring me worries about

age; Oh sea, a white sail is drifting away!” (Fragment)
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Webpage content (6)

Xiao Hong (1911-1942)

(a) Biography:

Xiao Hong was born Zhang Xiuhuan in Hulan county, Heilongjiang province. She
later changed her name to Zhang Naiying. She took part in student movements as a
senior primary student. In 1927, she attended a girls' high school in Harbin. The
following year, she participated in anti-Japanese protests and demonstrations to
protect railway rights, and was responsible for propaganda work. At the age of 19, at
the instigation of her relatives, she became engaged to a young man in the Northeast,
which thwarted her plan to pursue studies in Beiping (now Beijing). She ran away
from home and roamed the streets of Harbin. For two years, in 1931 and 1932, she
led a wretched, wandering life. Then she met Xiao Jun, and embarked on her path to
becoming a writer. In 1933, they published a joint collection of short novels which
drew widespread attention. She made the acquaintance of such literary personages
as Lu Xun and Mao Dun the next year. The former's encouragement prompted an
increase in Xiao's literary output. Such works as The Field of Life and Death, a novel
set during the Japanese occupation of the Northeast; Market Street, a collection of
prose works depicting difficult city lives; and The Bridge, which deals with class
disparities and contains an autobiographic account of the author's impression of her
parents, were all published at this time. The Field of Life and Death, her first novel
written under the pen name Xiao Hong, describes the northerners' strong desire to

live. It established her as a female writer of the 1930s.
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In 1936, together with sixty-seven other writers, Xiao signed the Manifesto of
Chinese Literary and Art Workers, calling for an end to the civil war and urging
patriotic literary and art workers to join in the struggle for the liberation of China and
national independence. She then travelled to Japan to further her studies. She
returned to China the following year because of problems in her relationship with
Xiao Jun, and completed a series of writings taking resistance against Japanese
aggression as their central theme. They include the prose works, Sky Dotted and
Beyond the Battle Line — Two Pieces: At the Window and The Little Child and the
Soldier. That year she married Duanmu Hongliang. As the Japanese troops advanced

into central China, they fled westwards to Chongging.

(b) Xiao Hong in Hong Kong:

The war continued and Chongging was under repeated bombing by the
Japanese. Xiao flew to Hong Kong in 1940, and lived in Tsim Sha Tsui on the Kowloon
side. She was given a warm welcome by the local literary community. During her stay
in Hong Kong, despite her declining health, she persisted in writing and took part in
literary and women's activities. These included the “School Girls and International
Women's Day” seminar held at Yeung Chung Girls' School on Caine Road. The event
was organised by the Hong Kong Girls' Schools' Preparatory Committee for Marking
the International Women's Day by Providing Support to the Troops. Another activity
that saw her participation was a seminar on anti-Japanese war literature staged at
Ning Yeung Terrace, Bonham Road, by the Literary Society of Lingnan University. Xiao
gave a talk at the seminar, expressing the view that literary works should reflect
reality, writers should work harder in wartime, and peer critique should be

encouraged. With regard to writing material and inspiration, she said both the
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battlefront and home front were sources. In 1941, she was invited by organisations
including the Hong Kong Branch of the All-China Resistance Association of Writers
and Artists and the Hong Kong Branch of the Association of Young Journalists to
attend an occasion marking the 60" anniversary of Lu Xun’s birth. At the event, held
in Confucius Hall on Caroline Hill Road, she presented an account of Lu Xun's life, and
played a role in a pantomime entitled National Soul: Lu Xun, which she had written
only after arriving in Hong Kong. Notwithstanding the short duration of her stay here,
works like Collected Prose of Xiao Hong; the short stories A Cry in the Wilderness and
Small Town in March; and the novels Ma Bole and Tales of Hulan River, a masterpiece

of her later years, were all published or completed during this period.

Beset by chronic illness, Xiao was diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1941. Towards
the end of that year, the Japanese invaded Hong Kong, with Kowloon coming under
gunfire. She was forced to change residence constantly in spite of her infirmity. After
moving to Hong Kong Island from Kowloon, she first stayed at Cecil Hotel on Chater
Road, Central, and later at Times Bookstore on Stanley Street. In 1942, she felt sick
after an operation, and was taken to Queen Mary Hospital, which was soon taken
over by the Japanese. She was transferred to St Stephen's Girls' School, where a
makeshift infirmary had been set up by the Red Cross, and died there at the age of 32.

A portion of her ashes is still buried in the garden of the school.

(c) Quotes by Xiao Hong:

1. “It does not really matter if | meet my death; the important thing is to

bequeath more to humanity.” (Memories of Mr. Lu Xun)
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2. “l will forever enjoy the company of the azure sky and blue waters.” (Last

Words of Xiao Hong)
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Webpage content (7)

Eileen Chang (1920-1995)

(a) Biography:

Eileen Chang was born Zhang Ying to a family with members serving in high
official positions in the Qing Dynasty. Her ancestral home was in Fengrun, Hebei
province. She began writing short stories in her teens. In 1939, she received a
scholarship to study at the University of London, but this opportunity had to be given
up due to the spread of war in Europe. Instead, she travelled south to enroll as a

student at the University of Hong Kong.

After the occupation of Hong Kong by the Japanese, Chang returned to Shanghai
in 1942 and studied at St John's University. She dropped out shortly afterwards and
earned income by writing stories, and movie reviews in English. Many of her novellas
and novelettes, including Agarwood Incense: The First Brazier, were published in the
Violet, a popular literary magazine which took a relatively liberal line, providing
readers in Japanese-occupied Shanghai with a fresh outlook. With subsequent works
such as Heart Sutra, Withering Flowers, Glazed Tiles, Jasmine Tea, and Love in a
Fallen City all well received, she quickly rose to literary prominence. The publication
of Romances, a novel collection, and Written on Water, a collection of prose works,
the following year further established her as a major figure in the literary world. In
1947, Chang began to write movie scripts. The success of the movies Unending Love
and Long Live the Missus made her more widely known among the general public. In

1950, her novel Eighteen Springs appeared as a serial in a newspaper. Chang rewrote
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and republished it in the 1960s under the new title Half a Lifelong Romance.

In 1952, she came to Hong Kong again, with the avowed purpose of continuing
her studies that had been interrupted by the war. She soon went to the United States
to visit Hu Shih, and subsequently settled down there. Between 1966 and 1969,
Chang was writer-in-residence at the University of Miami and Radcliffe College,
before becoming a fellow of UC Berkeley. During this period, she set about
translating the Qing Dynasty novel The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai and penning
Nightmare in the Red Chamber. Her major works after 1978 include Lust, Caution;
Floating Flowers; and Mutual Reflections: Looking at My Old Photo Album. She died

in 1995 at the age of 75.

(b) Eileen Chang in Hong Kong:

During her first stay in Hong Kong, Chang studied at the Faculty of Arts, HKU.
She first lived in Our Lady's Hall on Po Shan Road, and later in Babington Path. It is
possible that she attended some lectures given by Hsu Ti-shan. This has led some
researchers to suggest that Yan Ziye, a character in Jasmine Tea, bears some
resemblance to Hsu. In 1942, Chang published an essay entitled Chinese Life and
Fashions in the English monthly The XXth Century. She rewrote it in Chinese the
following year, and renamed it A Chronicle of Changing Clothes. This work seems to
have been inspired by a similarly-themed talk given by Hsu in Hong Kong, entitled
Chinese Women's Clothing in the Last Three Centuries. In her slightly more than two
years of university education, Chang laid the groundwork for a superb command of
the English language, which greatly facilitated her later translation work and writings

in English.
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In 1952, Chang came to Hong Kong a second time. She had problems with
resuming her studies at HKU, and her financial situation was precarious. This
prompted her attempt to make a living in Japan, but it did not fare well. She returned
to Hong Kong the next year, only to fail again in her application to study at HKU for
the third time. To make a livelihood, she worked for the United States Information
Service in Hong Kong, and translated such famous foreign works as The Old Man and
the Sea and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. It was also at this time that she began to
pen her English-language novels The Rice Sprout Song and Naked Earth, as well as

prepare for her move to the United States.

In 1961, Chang came to Hong Kong for the fourth time. From the late 1950s to
the mid-1960s, her main source of income was writing movie scripts for the Cathay
Organisation. Her screenplays include The Wayward Husband, Dream of the Red

Chamber, The Greatest Wedding on Earth, and The Battle of Love.

(c) Quotes by Eileen Chang:

1. “The art of living......enjoy a gentle breeze sitting back in a rattan chair; munch
on boiled peanuts; feast on neon lights on a rainy night; or reach out from a
double-decker for a green leaf at the top of a tree. Whenever there is an absence
of contact between people, | will overflow with the joy of life.” (Dream of a

Genius)

2. “Do something for others, and grumble a little. This will make life meaningful.

Otherwise it will be all too pointless.” (Eileen Chang Quotes)
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Webpage content (8)

Welcome to the Central and Western District Literary Trail

In the period between the 1920s and 1950s, Hong Hong's Central, Sheung Wan,
and areas further to the west, now collectively known as the Central and Western
District, saw the presence of seven notable figures of great significance to the
literature and education of modern China. Sites in this district with a connection to
these literary personalities include St John's Cathedral on Garden Road in the east;
Woodbrook Villa, nestled in a remote corner of Pokfulam Road, in the west; a
used-book store on bustling Li Yuan Street East in the lower part of the district not far
from the seafront; and the Peak Tram route and Our Lady's Hall on Po Shan Road up
on the hills. These seven famous writers, scholars and educationists, are Cai Yuan-pei,
hailed as the “Father of Peking University”; Lu Xun, regarded as the father of modern
Chinese literature; Hu Shih, one of the leaders of China's New Culture Movement;
Hsu Ti-shan, a scholar and writer; Dai Wang-shu, dubbed the “Rainy Lane Poet”; and
Xiao Hong and Eileen Chang, both included among the “Four Most Talented Women”

of China in the May Fourth Movement period and the 1930s-40s.

In order of their arrival time in colonial Hong Kong, Lu Xun heads the list. He
visited in February 1927 at the invitation of members of the local community, among
whom the editor-in-chief of a Hong Kong newspaper China People News. Next on the
list is Hu Shih, who came here in January 1935 to receive the degree of Doctor of
Laws honoris causa conferred by the University of Hong Kong (HKU). In the same year,
Hsu Ti-shan was offered a professorship in HKU's Department of Chinese, and took

up the post that September. At the end of 1937, Cai Yuan-pei travelled to Hong Kong
70



to escape the turmoil in China. Dai Wang-shu, faced with mounting political pressure,
also fled to this coastal haven in May the following year. Eileen Chang arrived in
mid-1939 to register for classes at HKU. Xiao Hong was the last to come. She flew to

Hong Kong in January 1940.

With respect to the number of visits and length of stay, Eileen Chang set foot in
Hong Kong four times. Lu Xun was here three times; and Hu Shih and Dai Wang-shu
twice. Cai Yuan-pei, Hsu Ti-shan and Xiao Hong came here only once, and died during
their stay here. None of these seven distinguished literary figures regarded Hong
Kong as their permanent home. Some spent a few days here to give talks. Some
resided here for a short period of time. The sojourns of Lu Xun and Hu Shih were the
shortest — both about 5 days long only. The former passed through Hong Kong twice
on his sea journeys, and the latter travelled via Hong Kong once. Xiao Hong, who
changed residence many times while in Hong Kong, lived here for just 25 months. Cai
Yuan-pei spent 2 years and 3 months in the city. The time span between Hsu Ti-shan
taking up his HKU professorship in 1935 and his abrupt death in 1941 was about 6
years. Eileen Chang made the most visits to Hong Kong, but the total length of her
stays was under 6 years, also not very long. Dai Wang-shu spent the most time here —

about 8 years and 8 months in total.

Despite the temporary nature of their time here, there were several noteworthy
encounters. When Cai Yuan-pei visited HKU in 1938, Hsu Ti-shan was Professor of
Chinese at the institution and it was Hu Shih who had recommended Hsu for the post.
Hsu was one of the founders of the New Chinese Characters Society. During his stay
in Hong Kong, Cai wrote a letter on behalf of the Society to the Board of Directors of

the Sino-British Boxer Indemnity Fund to apply for subsidies. When Cai died, Hsu
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assisted with the funeral arrangements, and helped raise money for the Cai Juemin
(Cai's courtesy name) Memorial Fund in his capacity as member of the standing
funeral committee. Lu Xun was instrumental in Xiao Hong's ascent to literary fame
with the publication of her novel The Field of Life and Death. During her stay here,
Xiao gave talks and wrote articles in which she shared her memories of Lu Xun. Hsu
Ti-shan was the founder of the Hong Kong Branch of the All-China Resistance
Association of Writers and Artists, and was responsible for overseeing its general
affairs; both he and Dai Wang-shu were standing committee members. When Xiao
Hong arrived in Hong Kong, the Association held a grand reception to welcome her.
Dai Wang-shu visited her at her home in Tsim Sha Tsui, and tried to invite her for a
short stay at Woodbrook Villa. After Xiao's death, Dai penned a poem, By Xiao Hong's
Grave, an Impromptu, to mourn her passing. There can be little doubt that the poet
also attended Hsu Ti-shan's funeral. Eileen Chang's study period at HKU coincided
with Hsu's tenure at the university. Some researchers have even inferred that Chang

audited several of Hsu’s lectures.

Although the duration of stay of these renowned literary figures in Hong Kong
varied greatly and was, in most cases, rather brief, their footsteps can be retraced
across Hong Kong and Kowloon, and even in the New Territories. Focusing on the
Central and Western District, our tour to rediscover their legacy starts at St John's
Cathedral on Garden Road where Cai Yuan-pei delivered a speech. We then walk over
to Glenealy (Elliot's Vale) and enter St Paul's Church which Hu Shih visited in the
1930s. A keen walker may head further west to Victoria Prison, and ponder with a
heavy heart on the hardships that Dai Wang-shu, the “Rainy Lane Poet”, suffered as a
prisoner here during the Japanese occupation. Proceed thence to Bridges Street, like

a respectful pilgrim if you are a Lu Xun devotee, to visit the YMCA assembly hall
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where the literary giant delivered two speeches, and try to recapture the spirit of
China's New Culture Movement in the early 20" century. Coming down to the
intersection of Hollywood Road and Ladder Street, you will be tempted to pause and
picture Dai Wang-shu browsing through the area’s secondhand bookstores. Saunter
up the flight of stairs to Caine Road, and locate the site where Xiao Hong attended a
seminar. Then head westwards along Bonham Road to the place where a portion of
the ashes of this ill-fated female writer is buried. Perhaps the image of another
talented woman, tall and slim in stature, strolling along Babington Path will appear to
you. Cai Yuan-pei, Hsu Ti-shan, Eileen Chang and Xiao Hong were all associated with
HKU, having studied, taught or visited there. The University is therefore not a site to
be missed. Finally, before sunset, you will still have time to head to the western end
of the district. Here you may explore Dai Wang-shu's residence in the woods and
imagine him enjoying the music of a running brook, the perfect nostalgic setting for

the conclusion of a rewarding literary journey.
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