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For Information C&W DC Paper No 90/2013

Clean Shorelines Campaign

Purpose

This paper seeks to introduce the “Clean Shorelines Campaign”
(the Campaign). We appeal for the support of District Councils (DCs) in
promoting the key messages of the Campaign.

Background

2, With an overall objective to keep our shorelines clean, an
Inter-departmental Working Group on Clean Shorelines (the Working
Group) coordinated by the Environment Bureau has been set up since
November 2012 to strengthen inter-departmental co-operation. The
Working Group is chaired by the Permanent Secretary for the Environment
and its members include representatives at directorate level from the
following Government departments -

- Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department;
- Civil Engineering and Development Department; -

- Drainage Services Department;

- Environmental Protection Department;

- Food and Environmental Hygiene Department;

- Lands Department;

- Leisure and Cultural Services Department; and

- Marine Department

3. The main tasks of the Working Group include identifying the
sources of marine refuse, reviewing existing measures and formulating
strategic policies to prevent and reduce marine refuse. The Working
Group will also organise joint cleanup operations with groups that are
concerned with the cleanliness of our shorelines to promote the
environmental benefits of keeping our shorelines clean.



Details of the Campaign

-4, The Campaign is a major initiative launched by the Working
Group and one of the signature events under the “Fresh Hong Kong” theme
of the “Hong Kong: Our Home” Campaign. Launched in May 2013, the
Campaign aims to raise public awareness on keeping the shorelines clean
and to unite the efforts of various Government departments and community
groups to conduct cleanup operations in the coastal areas.

5. The Campaign seeks to convey two key messages to the public.
First, do not use disposable items - use reusable items as far as possible for
activities in coastal areas or at sea; and second, take away the rubbish
produced and recycle. Both messages aim to reduce the amount of marine
refuse at source by reducing the amount produced and disposed at the
coastal areas.

6. To promote the two key messages of the Campaign to the general
public, a thematic website on clean - shorelines
(http://'www.epd.gov.hk/epd/clean_shorelines), TV and radio-

.+ announcements have been launched on .25 May 2013, The. thematic -

- website serves-as an e-platform to share informatiofi on joirt clean-up’
- operations by government departments and community groups, publicity
activities to be organised by the Working Group, useful contacts of key
departments for support to community groups in clean-up operations,
useful guidance on conducting clean-up operations and sharing by
community groups.

7. In support of the Campaign, various Government departments and
community groups already lined up a number of activities such as joint
beach clean-up operations by Leisure and Cultural Services Department
and Green Council and monthly visits and inspections by Marine
Department to Wholesale Fish Markets, yacht clubs, marine works sites
and mariculture zones to promote the message of keeping Hong Kong
waters clean. We will continue to organise more activities to promote the
key messages of the Campaign.



Community Participation and Support

- 8.°. i, Promoting the Campaign messages in the community is important
for raising public awareness on keeping the shorelines clean. Through
organising many meaningful district events, DCs have been playing an
important role in the districts, acting as a bridge between the community
and the Government and fostering cohesion in the community. We
therefore look forward to the support from DCs in promoting the Carhpaign
messages within the districts, such as organising clean-up activities at the
coastal areas in the district, such that the community could take an active
part in protecting our beautiful coastal environment, The Working Group
will provide coordination support and members are welcome to contact us.

9. Members are also welcome to provide comments on the work of
the Government in keeping the shorelines clean, We will be happy to
brief Members on the results of our marine refuse study in the future.

10. Members are invited to note the content of this paper. A copy of
_the, Campaign poster is enclosed for reference -and- we welcome DCs
.. putting:up the: poster to help promote the.Campaign. - Please contact Ms -
- -.Yen - PUN, Senior- Adiministrative Officer. (Water Policy  Division) of

- Environmental Protection Department at 3509 8644 for any. questions or -
comments, '

Environmental Protection Department
June 2013
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