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Urban Forestry Advisory Panel (UFAP) Site Meeting Report

Date of inspection: 21 July 2017

Time: 4:30pm — 5:30pm

Inspected OVTs: ARCHSD CW/41 and ARCHSD CW/43

Venue: Hong Kong Park

Attendees:

UFAP member — Mr Kevin ECKERT

GLTMS - Florence Tsui (H/TMO (Atg)), Leo Tai (TMO7)

ArchSD — Yang Ka Yee (SForO/TMG), Chris Chui Chi Keung (LA/TMG)
LCSD — Clara Siu Tak Yee (Mgr/HK Park), Eileen Tang (SAA(OF)HKP)
C&W DC - Yeung Hok Ming, Hui Chi Fung, Assistant to Chan Chit Kwai, Annie Man
Sum Yi

Green Sense — Mark Mak

Summary of Discussion

Mr. ECKERT’s views on the spreading of Brown Root Rot (BRR) disease and his advice
on handling of BRR disease infected trees are summarized below.

Spreading of Brown Root Rot Disease

BRR disease has no known and effective cure at this time. In many BRR disease
investigation cases in Taiwan, Malaysia and various Islands within the Pacific Rim, no
tree could be cured from the disease. Studies and trials including various fungicide,
Trichoderma and other innovative applications, including traditional folk treatments
were being undertaken with no successful case so far. Once the tree has been
confirmed with BRR disease, it needs to be isolated and removed as soon as possible.

BRR disease is primarily a soil borne disease, which appears to be primarily spread
through root-to-root contact, movement through soil, movement of infected soil,
transplant of infected plants or by infected wood debris in soil.  Other vectors like birds,
insects or surrounding human activities may also help spreading the BRR disease. The
spores from fungal fruiting bodies can also be dispersed by routes such as soil

movement and flow of water and wind.

Handling of BRR Disease Infected OVTs

In the case of OVT LCSD YTM/97 in Kowloon Park, the retention of this BRRD
infected tree resulted in the infection and death of OVT YTM/96 and loss of all other
trees nearby. If an OVT is confirmed with BRR disease infection, it should be
immediately isolated by physical and/or chemical barriers for containment and removed



before fruiting bodies are formed. For trees identified with likely BRR disease, they
should be immediately isolated by physical and/or chemical barriers for containment and
tested to confirm BRRD. When obvious signs of BRR disease are observed on any tree,
such as mycelial crust on the lower trunk or roots, it means that the fungal infection has
already been developed to an advanced stage and the tree must be isolated and removed
immediately. Treatment will not cure the infection. All trees near to infected trees
should be monitored closely and then managed immediately if BRRD is detected to
avoid the spreading of disease.

For OVT ARCHSD CW/41 and CW/43, although the two trees pose no imminent
danger of failure at this moment, advanced disease spread was noted with the recent
outbreak of mycelial crust in the surface root systems and lower trunk. If these two
OVTs remain in the park, extensive experience has shown that the disease will spread to
other OVTs and trees inside the park by root-to-root contact, transfer of spores or other
vectors. The root systems of these two OVTs should be isolated immediately and these
trees, their stumps and all significant roots removed as soon as possible to prevent the
spreading of the BRR disease. Because these trees have been left for this period of
time after identification or this infection, BRR disease may have already advanced
beyond this planting area. Monitoring of all nearby trees should be conducted.

Nearby trees should include all trees within the root zone of these trees (approximately
4X the radius of the tree crown) and downslope within the likely zone of surface soil
movement. For the treatment of soil left on contaminated site, the most effective and
potentially fastest method would be replacement of contaminated soil with clean soil.

If soil replacement is not feasible, flooding of the soil with water for a one month period
has shown success in other areas. A number of other techniques, including soil
treatment with urea (which causes an unpleasant odor) and removal of all roots in the
soil followed by treatment with Trichoderma followed by periodic testing for P. noxious
until it is gone, should be considered to eliminate the disease pathogen left on site.
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