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Progress Update on Various Projects under “Conserving Central” 

 
 
Central Police Station (“CPS”) Compound 
 
 The Government in partnership with The Hong Kong Jockey 
Club (“HKJC”) are taking forward the CPS Compound revitalisation 
project, which includes construction works for new buildings, 
conservation works for historic buildings, infrastructure works within the 
Compound, and road improvement works in the vicinity of the site.  The 
revitalised CPS Compound operates as Tai Kwun – Centre for Heritage 
and Arts. 
 
2. Tai Kwun has been opened by phases to the public since May 
2018.  The revitalisation works of all buildings, except Block 4 (Married 
Inspectors’ Quarters), have been completed.  In October 2019, Tai Kwun 
received the Award of Excellence in the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conservation, which is the highest honour of the awards.  
Recently, Tai Kwun has also received the highly commended Brunel 
Medal of the Institution of Civil Engineers Award 2020 in the United 
Kingdom.  Since its opening till the end of October 2020, the number of 
visitors to Tai Kwun has exceeded 6.5 million. 
 
3. As for the partially collapsed Block 4, it was found that the 
building’s brickworks and timber structures were in a worse shape than 
originally envisaged.  The recovery plan has therefore been updated for 
ensuring the safety of workers, staff and the public when recovery works 
are carried out on Block 4, and when the building is open for public use 
in future.  HKJC briefed the Antiquities Advisory Board (“AAB”)  in 
December 2019 to give an update on the progress of Block 4.  AAB 
members appreciated HKJC’s efforts and agreed to the updated recovery 
plan for Block 4.  Members also agreed with HKJC that public safety 
was the top priority.  HKJC invited members of the Central and Western 
District Council (“C&WDC”) for a site visit to Block 4 on 17 March 
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2020 and attended the C&WDC meeting on 19 March 2020 to introduce 
the updated recovery plan for Block 4.  
 
4. A series of online programmes consisting of  “On Stage 
Online”, a full line-up of performing arts programmes in a variety of 
formats, such as dance, drama, music and online workshops, for 
connecting audience on different platforms, “Discover Tai Kwun” taking 
visitors on a time travelling tour across the heritage storytelling spaces, 
and “Self-Guided Signage Walk - Look Left, Look Right” are available 
on Tai Kwun website, and the public can choose to enjoy Tai Kwun 
programmes safely at home.  Tai Kwun is organising a heritage 
exhibition “Way of the Sword: Warrior Traditions in China and Italy”, a 
multi-dimensional presentation of China and Italy’s warrior and sword 
traditions from the Classical era through to the Early Modern 
age.  Another session of “Tai Kwun Conversations” series will also be 
held in February 2021.  
 
Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road 
 
5. Taken forward by the Musketeers Education and Culture 
Charitable Foundation Limited, its strategic partners and the Government, 
the Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road has been 
revitalised into a creative industries landmark, the “PMQ”.  Since its 
commissioning in April 2014, PMQ has organised a series of events, 
including the recent “deTour 2020 Design Festival” and “PMQ Coffee 
Agenda Go Live”.  According to a survey conducted by PMQ, the 
number of visitors since its opening till the end of October 2020 was over 
19.45 million. 
 
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (“HKSKH”)’s Central Compound 
 
6. Under HKSKH’s latest preservation-cum-development 
proposal for its Central site, all four historic buildings1 will be preserved 
in-situ and a non-profit-making private hospital will be developed in the 

                                                 
1 There are four historic buildings within the Central site, namely the Bishop’s House (Grade 1),     

St. Paul’s Church (Grade 1), the Church Guest House (also known as Martin House; Grade 1), and 
the Old Sheng Kung Hui Kei Yan Primary School (originally the south wing of St. Paul’s College; 
Grade 2). 
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remaining areas.  This hospital will offer an alternative to the medical 
services provided by the public hospitals.  HKSKH has been exchanging 
views with C&WDC on the proposal since 2013.  HKSKH also 
consulted AAB on the project in June 2018 out of its own initiative.  
AAB generally supported HKSKH to develop a non-profit-making 
private hospital at the Central site.  Individual members offered 
comments on the design of the hospital and the conservation proposal of 
the four historic buildings. 
 
7. The Town Planning Board (“TPB”) decided on the proposed 
amendments to the draft Central District Outline Zoning Plan in 
December 2019 which included an imposition of building height 
restriction at the Central site.  The proposed amendments will change 
the development parameters of the site.  According to the statutory 
plan-making process, TPB considered the further representations received 
at its meeting held on 28 August 2020, and decided to uphold the 
proposed amendments made in December 2019.  TPB is following up 
the remaining procedures on the statutory plan-making process.  
HKSKH will, having regarding to the latest decision made by TPB on the 
draft Central District Outline Zoning Plan, review its 
preservation-cum-development proposal for its Central Compound. 
 
Former French Mission Building (“FMB”) 
 
8. The Court of Final Appeal was relocated from FMB to the old 
Supreme Court building at 8 Jackson Road, Central in September 2015.  
The Department of Justice (“DoJ”) has taken over FMB and would 
provide space in FMB for use by legal services and dispute resolution 
institutions, after carrying out the necessary renovation works.  This is 
in line with government policy as set out in the 2013 to 2018 Policy 
Addresses as well as the 2014 Budget Speech to facilitate suitable 
international legal organisations as well as local law-related organisations 
(“LROs”) to set up or develop services in Hong Kong.  It would also 
enable FMB and the former Central Government Offices to form a “legal 
hub”, which is commensurate with the status and historical background of 
FMB as a declared monument.  DoJ briefed C&WDC on the details of 
the works in March 2016.  The renovation works commenced in January 
2018 and were substantially completed by mid-2020.  LROs have 
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gradually moved in and commenced operation.  The main contractor is 
carrying out the outstanding works and rectification of defects, service 
providers are coordinating installation of necessary equipment.  
 
Central Market 
 
9. Occupation Permit for Phase 1 construction works for the 
revitalisation of the Central Market has been obtained in October 2020 
while operation is expected to commence in the third quarter of 2021. The 
construction and retrofitting works for Phase 2 will be completed from 
2021 to 2022 The Urban Renewal Authority (“URA”) has drafted the 
operation goals and mode of operation according to the guidelines 
established in the previous public engagement process.  To identify an 
operator for the Central Market, tender proposals were invited from 
September to December 2020.  URA plans to award the contract to the 
future operator in the first quarter of 2021. 
 
 
Former Central Government Offices (“CGO”) 
 
10. Following public consultation, the Government announced in 
December 2012 its plan to: 
 

(a) re-use the CGO West Wing, in addition to the Main and East 
Wings, as offices for DoJ which will allow relocation of all of 
DoJ’s divisions to the former CGO; and 
 

(b) provide space in the West Wing to LROs to enable them to 
develop their services as well as to create a favourable 
environment to attract more international legal and dispute 
resolution institutions to be set up in Hong Kong. 

 
11. Renovation works for the Main and East Wings were completed 
in early 2015 and some offices of DoJ were relocated in the third quarter 
of the same year.  As regards the works for the West Wing, AAB 
discussed and endorsed the Heritage Impact Assessment report in respect 
of the project at its meeting in March 2015.  DoJ consulted C&WDC in 
May 2015 and members had no in-principle objection.  The renovation 
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works of West Wing commenced in October 2016 and were substantially 
completed in May 2019.  Relocation of DoJ offices by phase started in 
October 2019, whereas LROs are gradually moving in from 2020 
onwards after completion of their internal fitting-out works.  Meanwhile, 
rectification of water seepage and other defects are still ongoing. 
 
Murray Building 
 
12. The project of converting the Murray Building into a hotel has 
been completed.  The hotel commenced operation in December 2017. 
 
 
Sites 1 and 2 of the New Central Harbourfront 
 
13. Site 1 of the New Central Harbourfront refers to the 
“Comprehensive Development Area” site adjoining Central Piers Nos. 4 
to 6, while Site 2 refers to the “Commercial” site north of International 
Finance Centre II.  The two sites are mainly used as a public transport 
interchange and roads nearby the Central Piers at present.  The “Urban 
Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront” recommended the two 
sites be developed with low-rise structures for exhibition, retail, 
entertainment, civic and community use.  The Development Bureau will 
further work with the community, including the Harbourfront 
Commission and C&WDC, on the best way forward for the long-term 
development of Sites 1 and 2. 
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