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Requesting For a Fire Safety Awareness Campaign for Ethnic Minorities

Fire safety awareness has always been a key issue in the Kowloon City District. As one
of the earliest developed areas in Hong Kong, Kowloon City is characterised by
numerous old buildings which pose various safety hazards, especially fire hazards. In
recent years, there has been a continuous occurrence of fire incidents in the district,
severely endangering the safety of residents. For instance, on January 13, 2024, at 3:00
AM, smoke was seen coming from an unoccupied Tong Lau at 452-454 Prince Edward
Road West; on April 9, 2024, at 10:00 AM, a fire alarm was reported at Lok Ki House
in Lok Man Village, To Kwa Wan; on February 24, 2024, at 1:38 PM, a fire broke out
in a restaurant at 33-37 Castle Road, Kowloon City; on January 4, 2024, at 10:00 AM,
a sudden fire alarm occurred at a demolition site at 70-72 Kai Tak Road, Kowloon City.

Investigations have revealed a lack of fire safety awareness campaigns specifically
targeting ethnic minorities in the Kowloon City District. Due to language and cultural
differences, it is crucial to provide fire safety education activities tailored for ethnic
minorities. Most ethnic minorities reside in old buildings in Kowloon City, facing issues
such as ageing facilities, congested environments, and insufficient fire safety measures.
Recently, a fire spread further in the Hua Feng Building on Jordan Road, Yau Ma Tei,
due to inadequate fire safety facilities. This issue is also prevalent in old buildings
inhabited by ethnic minorities in Kowloon City District. Considering the living
conditions and safety issues of ethnic minorities, who often lack engagement with local
mainstream community activities due to language and cultural barriers, it is imperative
to implement targeted fire safety awareness education activities for them, to ensure their
safety.

Given these considerations, | propose the following requests, hoping for a response
from the relevant departments:

1. Implement fire safety awareness education activities targeted at various ethnic
minorities (e.g. EM Fire Fighters Road Show).

2. Relevant departments should increase inspections of fire safety facilities in old
buildings.

3. Strengthen the collaboration between the District Council and the Kowloon City
District Fire Safety Committee.
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