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Y “Urban Systems Studies — The Active, Beautiful, Clean Waters Programme: Water as an Environmental Asset’,
Ministry of National Development, Singapore
(https://www.clc.gov.sg/docs/default-source/urban-systems-studies/rb172978-mnd-abc-water.pdf )
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North District Council Secretariat

FF, North District Government Offices,

3 Pik Fung Road, Fanling, New Territories
(E-mail: ndcadm@ndc.had.govhk)

EEHEERE
By email only THE
HonG
& January 2019  KoNG
BirD

Dear Working Group on Housing and Town Planning of North District, WATCHING
SOCIETY

Since 1957 B

Comments on the Report on the Findings of the Study on Revitalisation of Ng Tung River

and Sheung Yue River

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HEBWS) noticed the “Report on the Findings of the

Study on Revitalisation of Ng Tung River and Sheung Yue River” {Document Mo. 1/2019) x

was uploaded to the Morth District Council website and the item was discussed in the B.m
meeting of Working Group on Housing and Town Planning of North District held on 7 ,I; AT .L\E,
January 20191, We would like to express our concerns on the report to the working group
members and the consultant of the study. 1TIRRE

Since 2005, HKBWS together with the Conservancy Association (CA) has been
collaborating with the farmers in Long Valley under the Nature Conservation Management
Agreement scheme funded by the Environment and Conservation Fund?. Both the habitat
and species diversity were improved since the implementation of the scheme and the
number of bird specdes recorded in the Long Valley rose to over 310 species. We
appreciate the consultant for recognizing the conservation importance of Long Valley and
inviting CA for comments on the initial report. We agree with their comments made (i.e.
regarding the adverse impacts of mercy release, aerial photography, and
recommendations on landscaping).

However, the consultant completely missed the two breeding colonies of egrets and
herans in the area, namely the Ho Sheung Heung egretry (north of Lo Wu Correctional
Institution) and the Man Kam To Road egretry (on the two sides of the Ng Tung River near
the Jockey Club Road). In Hong Kong generally from March to August each year, five

! Working Group on Housing and Town Planning of North District Discussion Paper for the mesting on 7
January 2019. Retrieved from
https:/fwww.districtcouncils.govhk/north fenglish/meetings/working_group/dc_workgroup_meetings_d
oc.php?year=201%&mesting_id=1651%&workgroup=552

! The Conservancy Association. 2019, Nature Conservation Management for Long Vailey. Retrieved from
http:/fwarw.cahk.org hk/show_works.php?type=sid&u=76&lang=en

L ETE F EL F-L T ekl BF e ol e REES Tel.No: 2377 4387
Ackdee=e: 7O,V Ca Baikling, 532 Casthe Peak Rosd, MR Fax Mo 2314 H6aH7Y A P WL 2 O L A T L R (R R )
Lai Chi Kok, Kesvloon, Hong Kong, SEEE E-mail.; hids@hkies o, bk A churiiibls enprasition mcorpuortind i Hossg enig s Rl falality By grassimiber
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species of egrets and herons nest together and breed in colonies called egretries. These
birds (in fact all wild birds) including their eggs and nests are protected under the Wild
Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap 170). The Ho Sheung Heung egretry is the stronghold
of breeding Eastern Cattle Egrets in Hong Kong since 2013, accounting for over 70% of the
total in 2018; whereas the Man Kam To Road egretry had a total of 39 nests and is the 9th

largest egretry in Hong Kong in 20183

Referring to Figure 63 of the report (Figure 1), we are concerned the proposed “drone

flying area”™ would create direct disturbance to the nesting colony at Ho Sheung Heung

egretry during the breeding season, and may have adverse impacts when breeding birds

travel to and from their foraging ground (i.e. farmlands and wetlands) and their nests. We

are concerned the flying drone may frighten the parents, which may lower their breeding

success or,in the worst case scenario, may abandoned the nest leaving the eggs/chicks

unattended. Similarly, the proposed “model boat racing area” may also have the above
adverse impacts on the Man Kam To Road egretry during the breeding season. This would

not only lead to ecological loss, but also loss in amenity value for the public to appreciate
the birds.

As advocated in our Egretry Guideline first published in 20162, proper planning ahead of
time is important to avoid adverse impacts on egretries. Therefore, we urge the
consultant of the study to take the egretries into consideration well in advance to avoid
any unnecessary adverse impacts caused by the recommendations from the study. The
working group members and the consultant are advised to reconsider the proposed
recreational activities and their location, so as to minimize the disturbance to the two

breeding colonies as well as other birds and habitats in the area.

The HEKBWS hopes our comments would be taken into consideration. Thank you for your
kind attention.

* Anon, 2018, Summer 2018 Report: Egretry Counts in Hong Kong with particular reference to the Mai Po
Inner Deep Bay Romsar Site. Report by The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society to the Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government. Retrieved from
hittp:/woerw. hkbws.org hk/web/chifdocuments/report/egret_summer_report_2018 pdf

* HKBWS. 2018. Guideliines for Planning and Carrying out Construction Works at Egretries (Second edition).
Retrieved from https://www hkbws orghk/cms/findex php/reports
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Yours sincerely,

{.- -.\
v,

Woo Ming Chuan
Senior Conservation Officer
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

CC.

AFCD - Ms. Aidia CHAN, Senior Nature Conservation Officer (North)

The Conservancy Association
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Figure 1. The recommendations from the consultant as concluded from the study
(extracted from Figure 63 of the report). We are concerned the disturbance caused by the
proposed “drone flying area” and “model boat racing area” on the breeding birds at the
Ho Sheung Heung egretry and the Man Kam To Road egretry.
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ERaMESN WWF-Hong Kong
- F ]

T TS A DS B B 144 Tel: +B52 2828 1011
! 1 1508 {1 Fan-+B52 2BA5 2764
15/F, Manhatian Cantre wwl@raewt.org.nk
8 Kwai Cheong Aoad wwl_org i

Fawai Chung, N.T_, Hong Kong

14 January 2019
Secretariat
North District Council
3/F, North District Government Offices,
3 Pik Fung Road, Fanling, Mew Territories
{E-mail: ndcadmi@ndc.had.gov hk)
By E-mail ONLY

Drear Sifadam,

Re: Report on the Findings of the Study on Revitalization of Ng Tung River and
Sheung Yue River

WWF found that a consultancy study named “Report on the Findings of the Study on
Revitalzation of Ng Tung River and Sheung Yue River” (Document No. 1/2019) was
presented and discussed in the meeting of Working Group on Housing and Town
Planning of Morth District held on 7 Janurary under the North District Council. With
regards to the recommended activities proposed by the consultant, we are of particular
concern on their potential ecological impact to Ho Sheung Heung Egretry and Man Kam
To Road Egretry.

Egretries are colonies formed by herons and egrets for nesting and breeding from
March to August each year in Hong Kong. According to the record of Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society, Ho Sheung Heung Egretry supports the highest number of nests of
Eastern Cattle Egrets in Hong Kong since 2013, ie. around 70% of Eastern Cattle
Egret nests in Hong Kong'. Thus, we consider that He Sheung Heung Egrefry is an
important breeding site of Eastern Cattle Egrets in Hong Kong. Besides, Man Kam To
Road Egretry is the 9™ largest egretry in Hong Kong, supporting a total of 39 nests in

' Anon, 2018. Summer 2018 Repart: Egretry Counts in Hong Kong with particular reference to the Mai Po
Inner Dagp Bay Ramsar Site. Report by Tha Hong Kong Bird W atching Society to the Agriculture, Fisheries
and Consarvation Dapartmant, Hong Kong Special Administrative Hegion Government.
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We noficed that the proposed aerial photography area covers Ho Sheung Heung
Egretry and the flight paths from the egretry to their foraging areas, i.e. Long Valley and
Sheung Yue River. Meanwhile, the proposed model boat area locates closely to Man
Kam To Road Egretry (Fig. 1). According to the Environmental Impact Assessment (ELA)
report of the Mortheast New Temitories New Development Area (NEMTNDA) (ElA-
213/2013), the western section of Ng Tung River is an important movement corridor for
breeding egrets from Man Kam To Road Egertry®. Since breeding egrets are sensitive
to disturbace, any direct disturbance to the egretry and their flight paths during their
breeding season, i.e. March to August, would affect their breeding success or even
cause abandonment of nests, eggs and chicks. However, both egretries were missing

from the report and no ecological impact assessment was conducted under the
captioned study. We worry that ecological impacts of the proposed aerial photography
and model boat areas as well as other recommendations from the report have been

overlooked. As such, we urge the consultant to assess the potential ecological impacts

of_the recommendations. The consuliant, working group and Morth Disirict Council
should also reconsider carefully the recommendations of the report so as to avoid

ecological impact to sensitve habitats in the study area, in parficular of awvoidin

impacts to Ho Sheung Heung Egretry and Man Kam To Road Egretry during the egrets
breseding season.

Sincerely yours,

Andrew Chan
Senior Conservation Officer, Local Biodiversity

cc. Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (by email: hkbws@hkbws.org.hik)
The Conservancy Association (by email: cahk@cahk.org.hk)

* Ibid
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.1 roximate locations of Ho Sheung Heung E and Man Kam To Road
Egretry (extracted from Fig. 63 of the captioned study)
AXEREEEENEEE{LER
Ho Sheung Heung Egretry

& RERREE
/_Man Kam To Road Egretry
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* Section 13.6.1.6 of the EIA of NENTNDA (EIA-213/2013)
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