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The Competition Ordinance (Ordinance) promotes competition and prohibits anti-competitive
conduct by businesses. Cartels including bid-rigging are serious anti-competitive conduct
under the Ordinance and combating bid-rigging cartels is an enforcement priority for the
Competition Commission (Commission). Bid-rigging cartels can occur in any market where
tender processes are used. The Commission may conduct an investigation into a case if it has
reasonable cause to suspect that bid-rigging has taken place, is taking place or is about to take
place. If the Commission considers that a contravention has occurred, it may commence
proceedings in the Competition Tribunal seeking remedies.

Bid-rigging is a complex issue and it may sometimes involve elements that contravene
different areas of law. The Commission will continue to work closely with other relevant
public bodies and law enforcement agencies to ensure a coordinated and effective approach
to tackling this problem.

The Commission believes advocacy and public education is just as important as enforcement
action. Therefore, it has been undertaking a series of advocacy initiatives to raise community
awareness of bid-rigging. In May 2016, the Commission released the results of its market
study into certain aspects of the building renovation and maintenance sector which gave the
Commission valuable insight into how this market operates and informed the Commission’s
enforcement and advocacy activities. In the same month, the Commission launched a six-
month long "Fighting Bid-rigging Cartels" Campaign with TV announcements, educational
videos, brochures, roving exhibitions and seminars to encourage businesses and the public to
report bid-rigging as well as to educate on how to detect and minimize the risk of it through
strengthened tendering process. These informative materials can be found on the
Commission's website www.compcomm.hk. At district level, the Commission has also
supported various initiatives by a number of District Offices in building management by
arranging briefings on the topic of bid-rigging.

The Commission’s advocacy campaign has been effective in raising public and business
awareness and bringing cartel actions and evidence to the Commission's attention.

From January 2017, the Commission will stage a mini roving exhibition on bid-rigging in a
number of community centres across the territory to further spread the message at a district
level.

Competition Commission
January 2017
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