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Pigeon Control Strategy

Assessment

Increase of Mortality

Killing
shooting, trapping, poisoning

not recommend

no long-lasting effect on population size,
high natality and immigration allows
quick replacement of losses, ethical
problems (cruelty to animals, starving of
nestlings)

Promotion of enemies
birds of prey (Falco peregrinus,
|Accipiter gentilis)

not recommended

no effect on population size,
recolonisation of birds of prey very
difficult (large territories), risk of lead
intoxication

Reduction of Natality

'Collection of eggs and nestlings
'Surgical sterilisation

not recommended

ineffective, compensation by
compensatory natality and immigration,
expensive

'Oral contraceptives
ichemosterilants (Busulfan, Ornitrol,
INicarbazine)

lhormones (Progesterone,
lLevonorgestrel-ethinylestradiol-pill)

not recommended

expensive, difficult to dose,
unpredictable effects on urban
ecosystems and non target birds,
chemosterilants hazardous by their
toxicity

Reduction of Food

removing of food
feeding prohibition
ipublic education

recommended
removing food is expensive, feeding
prohibition is difficult to control, public

education is the most efficient strategy
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