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To: The Oval Partnership Ltd.

Attn: James Pierce

From: Eva Kwok

Date: 13 August 2012

Subject: Old Wanchai Revitalisation Initiatives {OWRI)

Historical Signage Text Validation

Dear James,

With reference to your invitation for consultancy services for review and endorsement of the
content of historical signage to be installed in Dominion Garden and Kwong Ming Street
Children’s Playground under the OWRI project, please find attached the finalized text together
with archival references and formal endorsement as follows.

I hereby endorse the following text based on material sourced from the Main Library of the
University of Hong Kong and websites accessed during the desktop study undertaken between
June and July 2012. This endorsement takes account of text updates and revisions received
during the course of the study with amendments incorporated as appropriate.

et

Eva Kwok Suk-yee

MSc, Architectural Conservation, The University of Hong Kong
BA, History & Chinese History, The University of Hong Kong

Member, HKICON {Hong Kong Institute of Architectural Conservationists)
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WAN CHAI: ORIGINS OF A DISTRICT

Recognised as one of Hong Kong’s most vibrant districts with its own colourful history, Wan Chai is a
seamless blend of the past and the present, the East and the West. Having survived war, invasions,
floods and droughts, this iconic district has continued to prosper and transform its landscape, remaining
an indelible part of Hong Kong's heritage.1
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1841-1890 BIRTH OF RESIDENTIAL WAN CHAI B¥&i4:

H#r SUN STREET
H 1 MOON STREET
52 1#7 STAR STREET

! Website: Drainage Services Dept. “Design & construction of HK west drainage tunnel”,
http://www.dsd.gov.hk/others/HKWDT/eng/background.html.



1841-1890

1841: | First land sale in Hong Kong included Wan Chai, where 50 marine lots were sold,
each with a frontage of 100 feet along the main road (named Queen’s Road a year
later) 2

1847: | No.3 Police Station at Queen’s Road East completed :

1858: | Wan Chai Market at the junction of Wan Chai Road and Queen’s Road East
completed *

1860: | Canossian Sisters opened a day school and foundling home at St. Francis Street #
Restoration of Tai Wong (Hung Shing) Temple at Queen’s Road East completed °

1889: | First electric plant opened at Star Street i

1841: | TG — 2 T A A B e P ] » I B 508 100 N Rt
HESHN (KE—ERNRREEAE)

1847: | TR EERERN =3 EZEN

1858: | fir FOEFE B S 5 KB RSB R

1860: | FEeali_ B g EE i L h R R HE g

NEERERNATE CRE) BB LEE T
1889: | HEAE BTN 2RI

QUEEN’S ROAD EAST

EERKER

z Geoffrey Robley Sayer, Hong Kong, 1841-1862: birth, adolescence, and coming of age. HK: Hong Kong University
Press, 1980, pp.109-110, 204-205. See also: Arthur Hacker, Arthur Hacker's Wanchai, HK: The Guidebook Co.

Ltd., 1997, p.25.

® Website: “Police Then & Now”, HK Police Force: http://www.police.gov.hk/offbeat/780/eng/f05.htm. See also {i]

ME © OBFTEEST) (8 BEFEUTEREERT, 2000) H72-

* Carl T. Smith, A sense of History, Hong Kong Educational Publishing Co., 1995, p.120.

® A sense of history, p.147.

® Wan Chai coastline, HK: Tang lou chuang vi, 2007, p.2. See also: A sense of history, p.144.

’ Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd., A pictorial history of Hongkong Electric, Hong Kong: the Co., 1982. See also: A sense

of history, p.128; and Arthur Hacker's Wanchai, p.30.
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PANEL 3

1891-1925

1900: | Sir Paul Chater proposed the Praya East Reclamation Scheme®

1904: | First tram started from depot at Bowring Town to Arsenal Street °

1916: | Hong Kong Grand Cinema Theatre built on Queen’s Road East (current site of
Hopewell Centre)

1922: | Electric plant in Wan Chai closed down **

1925: | Holy Infant Lane renamed Kwong Ming Street '

1900: | T H I s I g #]

1904: | PR S B BRI R R B A B BRI

1916: | Art EEREREB A BRI (SRT LR

1922: | EFEEEEH

1925: | BEEE EH P44 Byt BAf

1891-1925 WAN CHAI: A BOOMING TRADING POINT M7 : S350 58t

8 A sense of history, p.134.

® Barnett, Martin, Tramlines: the story of the Hong Kong tramway system, Hong Kong : South China Morning Post,
1984, p.26.

% A sense of history, p.131.

"L A.D. Clark, 100 years of electricity, Hong Kong : Hong Kong Electric Co., Ltd., 1990. See also: A pictorial history of
Hongkong Electric.

2 A sense of History, p.128.
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PANEL 4

1926-1945

1929: | Reclamation of Praya East completed with new roads including Hennessy Road,
Gloucester Road and Stewart Road =

1932: | New No.2 Police Station at Gloucester Road completed; use of old station ceased **

1934: | Opening of Children’s Playground (now Southorn Playground) by Colonial Secretary
Sir Thomas Southorn ™

1936: | Chinese Methodist Church at Hennessy Road completed

1937: | New Wan Chai Market completed '’

1940- | Air-raid shelters constructed along Queen’s Road East and Star Street in preparation
41: | forwar®®

- loseph 5.P. Ting, City of Victoria: a selection of the Museum's historical photographs, Hong Kong : Urban Council,
1994. See also: A sense of History, pp. 140-141; Wan Chai Coastline, p.14; and {(&1EiH=E) » H 147 -

WOUBPTEEST Y - H 72 See also: Website: “Police Then & Now”, HK Police Force:
http://www.police.gov.hk/offbeat/780/eng/f05.htm

'* Website: Cinema Treasures. http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/34728 . “The Southorn Playground was built
on the reclaimed land in Wanchai, on Hong Kong Island. It was opened by Sir Thomas Southorn on 12th July 19347

18 Website: Chinese Methodist Church, http://www.cmc-methodist.org.hk/htm/p_history.htm. See also : A sense
of History, p.145.

" Arthur Hacker's Wanchai, p.81. See also JiEfi : (FHRE)Y (83 PEEESE, 1992), H 92

¥ ko Tim Keung, Ruins of war: a guide to Hong Kong's battlefields and wartime sites, HK: Joint Publishing (H.K.) Co.,
Ltd., 1996, pp.148, 151, 153.
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PANEL 5
CONVENTION ROAD &fEH
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1946-1979 A THRIVING ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT B3EfH 82

1946-1979

1949: | Royal Naval Hospital converted to Ruttonjee TB Sanatorium *°

1965: | Following Wan Chai Reclamation, Kellett Island connected to Hong Kong Island %°

1969: | Construction of Cross-Harbour Tunnel began21
Tang Shiu Kin Hospital opened *

1972: | Reclamation of Wan Chai completed >

1977: | Hong Kong Arts Centre completed24

% Arthur Hacker's Wuonchai, p.26-27. See also Website: Hospital Authority,
http://www.ha.org.hk/visitor/ha_visitor_index.asp?Content_ID=100144&Lang=ENG&Ver=HTML

P 0 Oub - #0F - AWSBFERMEE) 0 H 11 (B 0 FISERSE - 2010) - Seealso
websites: HK Public Libraries, http://hkclweb.hkpl.gov.hk/hkclr2/internet/cht/html/frm-bas_srch.html; and
Environmental Protection Department, West island Line Environmental Impact Assessment, Appendix 6.1,
http://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/register/report/eiareport/eia_1532008/ElA-pdf/Appendix/app%206.1.pdf.

L HK: the Facts, HK: Information Services Dept., Jun 2012,
http://www.gov.hk/en/about/abouthk/factsheets/docs/highways.pdf.) See also Wan Chai Coastline, p.22

2 Tang Shiu Kin Hospital website:
http://www.ha.org.hk/visitor/ha_hosp_details.asp?Content_ID=100143&Lang=ENG

PO Ofh - o - A UBIEREE) > 11




Construction of Queen Elizabeth Stadium began, with the stadium opening three
years later ®

1979: | Wan Chai Sports Ground opened

1949: | BFEZFIEHEE R REBUAEEN

1965: | FEZBFEIE TAZIER @ (IR ILFHFNE 1 B U R i

1969: | HHEH iR — BEEE TEEH
B EXR b

1977: | FE ST OTERY
FHITMOE B RS T W= F%EH

1979: | E{FiEEIEEH

24 .
HKAC website:

http://www.hkac.org.hk/images/pdf/HKAC_annualreport%200809_1230_F-ONLINE.pdf. See also Arthur Hacker's

Wanchai, p.127.

> Urban Services Dept. “The Queen Elizabeth Stadium”, Hong Kong: the Dept., 1980.
%L CSD website: http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/Isb/en/facilities.php?ftid=38&did=15, accessed on 5 Jun 2012. “Wan Chai

Sports Ground was opened in 1979. The sports ground is located near the waterfront of Wan Chai, neighbering Sun
Hung Kei Centre. ...”
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PANEL 6

1980-1998 COMMERCIAL TRANSITION 25} iz

1980-1998

1980: | 64-storey Hopewell Centre completed as the tallest building in Hong Kong *’

1984: | Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts opened %

1988: | Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre opened

1992: | 78-storey Central Plaza completed as the tallest building in Hong Kong *°

1980: | EEE64/EHI ST OER R ERESRSEEY

1984: | FHAHEAERIH

1988: | HAEEEE T OEH

1992: | M 78IE FRRB AR R e B bR

HENNESSY ROAD

*’ Hopewell website: http://www.hopewellholdings.com/zh-hk/about-us/milestones/1971/1980. See also B E

i) »HS85-

8 Website: HKAPA. http://www.hkapa.edu/asp/general/general_about_academy.asp#Introduction. “The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, established by Government Ordinance in 1984, is a leading tertiary institution

in performing arts in Asia.”

“ Wan Chai Coastline, p.26. See also: HKCEC website http://www.hkcec.com/about-hkcec/history-and-facts

*? SHK website: http://www.shkp.com/Content/Uploads/ReportDetails/1/1/1_13_en.pdf
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PANEL 8

THE REBIRTH OF STAR STREET

c. 1999 - 2012

Following the development of premium residential and office buildings in the area, Star
Street began to undergo an urban transformation. Chic boutiques, eateries and art galleries
gradually emerged in the district, co-existing with older architecture and offering dynamic
spaces for local communities to enjoy new information, art and culture. The district was
given a new breath of life, retaining its historical charm whilst becoming a stylish new
enclave for city dwellers.

2007: | Three Pacific Place Link completed, connecting the district to Admiralty and the
Pacific Place complex **

2012: | Completion of the Old Wan Chai Revitalisation Initiatives, a public-private
partnership project initiated by the Hong Kong SAR Government *

* SPL website: http://www.swireproperties.com/en/media-resources/press-releases/2007/pages/opening-of-
three-pacific-place-link-better-connectivity-with-mtr-admiralty-station-for-the-public.aspx.

2 OWRI Project status as in July 2012. Source: Swire Properties Ltd. See also EOI, website:
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/21002765/0ld-Wan-Chai-Revitalisation-Initiatives-Special-Committee-Public.
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PANEL 9

OLD WAN CHAI REVITALISATION INITIATIVES

Responding to the Old Wan Chai Revitalisation Initiatives Special Committee (OWRISC) to
revitalise historical districts in Wan Chai, Swire Properties submitted a proposal to enhance
the public space and streetscape around St. Francis Street and Star Street. The works,
wholly funded by Swire, were completed in 2012, with a focus on the adjacent open areas of
Dominion Garden and Kwong Ming Street Children’s Playground. The design drew on the
district’s local history, including the mosaic art that had been popularized in Wan Chai. The
resultis a revitalised neighbourhood which addresses the needs of its modern-day
inhabitants whilst paying tribute to the area’s rich cultural heritage.*

AFEEEL

R A R S (L R AR R RS R E RS RLEERE LR
AR R RN R T TR TR, REE L TR DR ARG, 2012
TR TRRNT RRIEE PO RRIELS, KSR R R LA R LB RE
B FFEE BT, MOTHE R KA R S R SR, ORI G R S S AT R
AtAt, S HEER AR IR — BT TSR 1.

** Abave text is generally more narrative than factual while containing references to material held by SPL.




A VISION OF WAN CHAI'S FUTURE

Known as the ‘heart of the city’, modern Wan Chai reflects Hong Kong’s image as a melting pot of
diversity, with its thriving mix of communities and vibrant urban fabric. By drawing inspiration from
the district’s heritage and enhancing its physical environment, we hope to create a sustainable
urban future for Wan Chai which can help rebuild its sense of identity and preserve its unique
culture.

R S fr i

EtkzhE) - AEHE - LRTHETOHENEFROERFES TTUER
LRI - BRHLATET - BRPSEOIIREEFISU L BIE RS — (A ] R SRR AR 2K

KWONG MING STREET CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND

Situated on the hill above St. Francis Street, Hong Kong’s first electric power station, The
Hongkong Electric Company, Limited, began operations on 1 December 1890 at 6 pm,
lighting up the city’s first electric street lights. 34

FAE S BRSBTS - FEERARATIN 180E12H 1 H
i EAEFIEPI AT RRE - mEFAS —EE

Three-Character Chinese classic verse of “Three luminaries — the sun, the moon and the
stars”

=3 "=k OAE -

“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.”
St. Francis of Assisi

BRS¢ T ERTARRE R R AR T -

34 . . . .

A pictorial history of Hongkong Electric. See also:
Wanchai Coastline, p.1; HK Electric website: http://www.hkelectric.com/NR/rdonlyres/03CE3C20-3E98-
4D38-AC56-3BCB49846AF3/0/SPH30_PowerAssets_E_A3_spread.pdf
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SYMBOL OF LIGHT
KWONG MING STREET CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND
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SYMBOL OF LIGHT
KWONG MING STREET CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND

LlG HT METAPHOR OF TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION AND RELIGION

Kwong Ming Street Children’s Playground is located at a neighbourhood of which has a long history of Catholic presence
since 1845. Catholic establishments founded in the area over the years include St. Francis Hospital, St. Francis Xavier Chapel,
St. Francis Girls’ School and foundling home set up by the Canossian Sisters. The first Portuguese missionaries from Macau
used to live in the chapel in St. Francis Yard.

The first electric power station in Hong Kong was established on the hill above St. Francis Street in 1889, which provides elec-
tricity for the first 50 electric street lights on Queen’s Road.

Situated on the hill above St. Francis Street,
Hong Kong’ first electric power station,

The Hongkong Electric Company, Limited,
began operations on 1 December 1890
at 6 pm, lighting up the city’s first electric
street lights.

CRAPHIC AND TDXT
ON S/

WASHED GRANO FINSH

PREFABRICATED RC,
SIGNASE STRUCTURE
N TLE FINSK

Three-Character Chinese classic verse of “Three
luminaries ~ the suh, the moon and the stars”

SUN, MOON, STAR

Historical Signage

LED backlit glass in combination
with the mosaic pedestal and
backlit text / images

Mezzanine M
Reception

“All the darkness in the world cahnot extinguish
the light of a single candle.”

St. Francis of Assisi
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Historical Signage

Situated on the hill above St. Francis Street, Hong Kong's first electric power station,
The Hongkong Electric Company, Limited, began operations on 1 December 1890 at 6 pm,
lighting up the city’s first electric street lights.
§%E—Fﬁﬁéﬂﬁ@%ﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ:tﬁﬁtﬁ@mﬁ_i - ERBEERAR
RR1890F12H1 AR L AR ERASBRYE - SiEFBE e -
Three-Character Chinese classic verse of
“Three luminaries - the sun, the moon and the stars”
SFE "TZHE -HAE- .
“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle”” St. Francis of Assisi
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DETAILS
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