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St. Francis Street

The neighborhood where St. Francis Street is located has a long history of Catholic presence which can be
traced from the ecclesiastical names of the streets nearby. St. Francis Street was named after the St.
Francis Xavier Chapel built in 1845 and the St Francis Hospital. St. Francis Yard nearby the Chapel was the
place where the Catholic congregation lived, including a group of Portuguese missionaries from Macau.
There was also one Holy Infant’s Lane (the present Kwong Ming Street) where the Canossian Sisters built a
home for abandoned babies. The Chapel has now moved to Star Street and renamed Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church.

Sun Street, Moon Street and Star Street in the neighbourhood got their names as metaphors of illumination
from the first power station in Hong Kong, which was established on the hill above St. Francis Street in
1890.
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Hung Shing Temple

The worship of Hung Shing originates from the worship of stone, a phallic symbol. The Hung Shing Temple
in Wan Chai was built around a huge stone, with the statue of Hung Shing beneath it. The exact year of
construction is hard to be traced, but reading from the couplet on the column, the Temple was renovated in
1860. Next to the Hung Shing Temple is a Sea-guarding Guan Yin Temple, for the two temples were
fronting the sea at the time they were built. The road in front of them marked Wan Chai’s original coastline
before the British came to start the first reclamation project in Hong Kong in the mid-19th century. The
reclamation widened the path in front of the temples which became the majestic Queen’s Road East, and
the coastline of Wan Chai was also extended to Praya East (now Johnston Road).

Today, the Hung Shing Temple is still frequented by worshippers who come to seek advice from the fortune
tellers stationing at the temple.
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Blue House

The “Blue House” in Stone Nullah Lane is a pre-war building with a history of over 80 years. It used to be the
Wah To Hospital and was rebuilt in 1924 to become a typical four-storey Chinese style building. A famous
Chinese chiropractic clinic, established by one of the apprentices of the well-known kung fu master Wong
Fei Hong, is located on the ground floor. Different teaching groups once settled in this tenement building
before WWII, which was a common practice of private schools of the time.

The interior wooden structure of the Blue House has been well-preserved and is now rarely seen in Hong
Kong. The design of the high ceiling and wide verandah makes the summer heat of Hong Kong endurable
even without air-conditioning. Residents of the Blue House love to sit by the verandahs to enjoy the evening
breeze of summer and also to wave hello to their fellow neighbours.
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Old Wan Chai Market

The Wan Chai Market located at the junction of Wan Chai Road and Queen’s Road East has been part of the
Wan Chai everyday life for more than a century. Built in 1937, the curving form and horizontal lines of the
architecture is typical of the Bauhaus style (some say it is streamline mode mestyle), which shows its influence in
the structure of the Central Market as well. The two wet markets laid the milestone of Hong Kong’s architecture
changing from both traditional Chinese style and British colonial style to that of the modernist.

The Bauhaus school of design stresses on minimalism and promotes aesthetics of mechanism. The interior of
the Wan Chai market is spacious and well ventilated. One feels cool even without fans in the summer.

There is a part of the history of the market which is little known. At the back of the market were bomb shelters
and during the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong during WWII, the basement of the market was temporarily
used as a morgue for the bodies of residents killed in air raids.

The Wan Chai Market is a Grade lll listed heritage, unless there is immediate breakthrough in heritage policy, it is
due to be demolished under an urban renewal scheme.
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Wan Chai Road

In 1851, a new zigzag road was constructed and ran along Morrison Hill from the foot of Hospital Hill (now
old Wan Chai Market) to the beach at Observation Point (now Tin Lok Lane). That is Wan Chai Road.
Funeral services used to gather in Wan Chai Road and Tin Lok Lane in the 1930s and 1940s as the area is
close to the cemetery in Happy Valley. The first funeral parlor in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Funeral Home
Home founded by Mr. Siu Ming, was located on Wan Chai Road, with a cemetery carving workshop
opposite to it. On Tin Lok Lane were stores selling traditional Chinese coffin. The name Tin Lok in Chinese
carries the meaning of entering the blissful heaven.

The Ta Kung Po and Hong Kong Commercial Daily had their headquarters on Hennessy Road (underneath
Wan Chai Road) and many mainland journalists resided in Wan Chai during their stay in Hong Kong. South
of Wan Chai Road stands a mosque which on the other hand attracts South Asian immigrants of the Islamic
faith to reside in that area of Wan Chai.
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Wan Chai Road

In 1851, a new yet zigzag road was constructed along Morrison Hill from Hospital Hill (hnow old Wan Chai
Market) to the beach at Observation Point (now Tin Lok Lane). That is Wan Chai Road. Morrison Hill was
leveled in 1921 to provide material for the Praya East reclamation project. However, as Morrison Hill
produced more rocks than earth, the project finally had to import materials from the Kowloon peninsula,
hence increasing the cost of reclamation by 75 percent. As the project was funded by government, it was
then decided that the land thus acquired should only be used for community purposes. Consequently,
schools, swimming pool and gymnasium were built on where the Morrison Hill used to stand.

Today, the wall of rocks behind the basketball court on Hennessy Road (right beneath Wan Chai Road)
bears witness of that portion of Morrison Hill that refused to be moved away.
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Canal Road

As indicated in the name, Canal Road East and West used to be the banks to the right and left of the
Bowrington Canal. According to folk legend, Wan Chai is said to be a goose. As the canal was located at the
goose’s neck, it was also known as the “Goose Neck Creek,” and the bridge over it the “Goose Neck
Bridge”. In order to complement the Praya East Reclamation of 1921-1929, the Canal was filled and the
area where the bridge used to be became part of the newly reclaimed Hennessy Road.

In the region now still called “Goose Neck Bridge”, one folk custom lingers under the Canal Road highway:
the traditional practice of “villain hitting”. It is believed that villains will wake up to hurt people in spring time,
and it can only be prevented by the exorcising ceremony of “villain hitting”. The ceremony is usually hosted
by old ladies hitting one paper-trimmed “villain” with slippers.
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Wong Nai Chung Road

There existed a village in Happy Valley long before the British landed in Hong Kong. It was called Wong Nai
Chung village, from which Wong Nai Chung Road derived its name. In the area nearby the Happy Valley
race course, there used to be fields irrigated by a creek running down from the hill at the back of the village.
Wong Nai Chung is in fact the name of the creek.

After the British took over Hong Kong in 1842, they came to develop Happy Valley in three stages, namely
cemetery, race course and residential area. In 1930, when it came to the development of the third phase,
the whole village was required to be evacuated. After negotiations, those villagers with official deeds were
compensated with land in other villages, while the rest were only to be resettled in the lodgings along the
hillside of Happy Valley.

The photo features the Craigengower Cricket Club, which was established in 1894 and moved to Wong Nai
Chung Road in the early 20th century.
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Arsenal Street/Queen’s Rd East

Arsenal Street, situated on the western end of the Wan Chai district, separates the congested Wan Chai
from the spacious Admiralty. As indicated in the name, institutions for the military were congregated in the
area during early British colonial rule. Murray Barracks, Victoria Barracks and the Flagstaff House (office
and residence of the Commander of the British Forces) were all located in Admiralty. All military
establishments were either demolished or moved in the late 1970s, except the garrison in Justice Drive. It is
the only garrison left of British colonial reign now to be found in Asia.

Apart from the official name, the area around Arsenal Street was also known as Daibutsu to the locals,
named after one well-known Japanese firm located there. Today on Arsenal Street stands the Hong Kong
Police Headquatrters.
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Luard Road / Hennessy Road

The Praya East Reclamation of 1921-1929 had added to Wan Chai the major roads of Hennessy Road,
Lockhart Road, Jaffe Road and Gloucester Road. Praya East lost its position as the eastern seafront of Wan
Chai in the reclamation project in 1921-1929, and wa renamed Johnston Road. The large piece of reclaimed
land was used to build four-storey Chinese style tenement buildings to relieve the housing pressure of the
lower middle-class. But at the centre of the packed building blocks, a plot remains unoccupied. That is the
Southorn Playground. Lady Southorn, donor of the Playground, had wished it forever to be a place for
children to run about under the sun.

However, it is a wish hard to be fulfilled in face of the rapid development of the city. In the 1980s when the
MTR extended the island line, part of the Southorn Playground had been utilized for the building of the Wan
Chai station.
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Johnston Road / Fleming Road

In the 1940s and 1950s, Fleming Road used to be the heartland of Wan Chai. The three private schools,
Duanzhen, Meifong and the renowned Dunmei, though run in a small scale, had taken up the responsibility
of cultivating high caliber individuals.

There were also countless eating places, each promoting its own specialty. The New Asian Rare Fish
Restaurant was in the lead to have live fish as window display, and the “rare fish” actually refers to deep-sea
fish which was seldom seen at that time. The Ying King Restaurant which occupied several building blocks
was the grandeur of the area. Firecrackers were used adding to the splendor of the occasion upon important
banquets. For entertainment, there were the Jin Feng Chi and Red House dance clubs, and also the
Oriental Theatre.

11
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Hennessy Road

Hennessy Road was the first road to be laid out on the reclaimed land north to Johnston Road during the
reclamation project of 1921-1929. It was named after the 8th governor of Hong Kong, Sir John Pope
Hennessy, who took office from 1877 to 1883. It took almost 50 years after he left office to have a road
named after him, for he was unpopular among the British ruling class in Hong Kong. The discord came
mainly from their different attitude in treating Chinese people. Governor Hennessy adopted a more liberal
stance than his fellow Englishmen by granting the Chinese more freedom to participate in Hong Kong’s
economy. He also appointed Wu Tingfang, the first Chinese member, to the Legislative Council of Hong
Kong.

In addition, Sir John Hennessy also introduced reform to the education system, making English a
compulsory subject to be taught in schools. Po Leung Kuk, a charity organization in Hong Kong helping
orphaned children, was also established under his proposition.
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Canal Road

As indicated in the name, Canal Road East and West used to be the banks to the right and left of
Bowrington Canal. According to folk legend, Wan Chai is said to be a goose. As the canal was located at the

goose’s neck, it was also known as the “Goose Neck Creek,” and the bridge over it the “Goose Neck
Bridge”.

More than a century ago, “Goose Neck Creek” was a delightful site to go fishing where Chinese banyans
grew side by side forming shades of canopies. It was one of the Eight Fabulous Scenes of Hong Kong.
However, after the Praya East Reclamation of 1921-1929, the canal was filled and became part of the
Hennessy Road. The creek disappeared and so did the trees. Though the area is still called “Goose Neck
Bridge”, in the place of the bridge there are now flyovers and highways.

The bridge seen in the photo is a wooden one before it was reconstructed with stone, to allow trams to go
through.
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Fenwick Street

To the senior residents of Wan Chai, the former Chinese Methodist Church had been a major landmark of
the district. The Church was distinguished by its touch of traditional Chinese style in design, especially that
of the tiled roof. The fusion in style was a symbol of the Church going local. It was rebuilt in 1994 and
changed into a modern high-rise. Though the ground floor remains a church, the celebrated hybrid
Chinese-Western style was gone.

Located at the junction of Johnston Road and Hennessy Road, the building is triangular in shape as framed
by the contour of the plot. It is an indication of the area being reclaimed land. The reclaimed Hennessy Road
runs straight and forms an acute angle with the former coastline marked by Johnston Road.
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Southorn Playground

The Southorn Playground was built on the reclaimed land north of Johnston Road. It is a gift from Lady
Southorn who wished to see children running wild under the sun. During WWII, the Playground was used by
the British Navy. In the 1950s and 1960s, it was fully utilized by the local community. Schools had lessons in
the Playground while labourers also gathered there to wait for jobs. In the evening, the Playground was
turned into a working class “night club”, where a variety of food and entertainment were served. After 1950,
government constructed fences around Southorn and since then it has been designated a “playground”.

In the 21 century, when more high-rises have narrowed the skyline, it is not only difficult to preserve a piece
of land for non-commercial purpose, but also that of a view of the sky.
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Percival Street

Hennessy Road was reclaimed during the Praya East Reclamation of 1921-1929,when the coastline of Wan
Chai was extended from Praya East (now Johnston Road) to Gloucester Road. The Hennessy Centre
situated on the road was established in 1981. But it is known to the locals more as Mitsukoshi, the Japanese
department store located at the Center. Since the early 1980s, four Japanese mega-stores dominated the
heartland of Causeway Bay and brought to Hong Kong a new culture of consumption. But since the
mid-90s, due to a change in the mode of consumption in Hong Kong, Matsuzakaya and Daimaru ended their
business here and Sogo was sold. With the rebuilding of Hennessy Centre in the second half of 2006, the
last of the four, Mitsukoshi, also left after 25 years of business, marking an end to the era of
Japanese-owned department stores.
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Hennessy Centre

The place where Hennessy Centre situates used to be part of the Lee Garden Hill. It is a hill located in
Causeway Bay, with Pennington Road, Hennessy Road, Jardine’s Bazaar and Percival Street marking its
periphery. In the 19th century, the hill was owned by Jardine, Matheson & Co. and was once known as
Jardine’s Hill. It became the property of local tycoon Hysan Lee in 1923, and was renamed the Lee Garden.
The hill was later on leveled for the purpose of development. However, as the part of the hill where
Hennessy Centre now situates was composed of large rocks, excavation was very slow. and the leveling
took many years to finish. Hennessy Centre was finally put up on that piece of land in 1981.

The Hennessy Centre is more well-known to the locals as Mitsukoshi, the Japanese department store
located at the Centre. With the rebuilding of Hennessy Centre at the end of 2006, Mitsukoshi left Hong Kong
after 25 years of business, marking an end to the era of Causeway Bay having a cluster of Japanese owned
department stores.
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Causeway Bay

Causeway Bay was named after Causeway Road, the former coastline of the bay before reclamation. In the
mid-19th century, the Jardine, Matheson & Co. established their head office in Hong Kong at Causeway Bay
and developed their business on large scale. The naming of Yee Wo Street and Jardine’s Bazaar is evident
of the presence of the firm in the area, and Jardine’s Lookout was where the British went for hunting. The
present East Point Road was where the Jardine’s Pier used to be.

During 1951-1955, the typhoon shelter north of Causeway Road was reclaimed and turned into Victoria
Park, where a statue of Queen Victoria has been placed. The statue was originally established in Statue
Square at the middle of Chater Road in Central. But it was taken to Japan by the Japanese troop during
their occupation of Hong Kong in WWII, and was only returned after the war ended. When the statue landed
again on the soil of Hong Kong, it was placed in the then newly reclaimed Victoria Park.
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Causeway Road

A stone-built causeway long existed in Causeway Bay before the British took over Hong Kong in 1842. The
causeway, being the coastline of the bay, was built by the villagers to prevent seawater from flooding the
fields. After the British came, they named the causeway Causeway Road and the bay Causeway Bay after
it. But to the locals, the bay is known as “Tong Lo Wan”, meaning bronze gong, as the coastline resembles
the Chinese instrument.

Fire-dragon dance is a famous tradition of the Tai Hang village nearby, held annually for a consecutive of 3
days during the Mid Autumn festival. It is believed that fire-dragon dancing would protect the villagers from
epidemic. There used to be a beach at Causeway Bay where abandoned babies were often found. The
babies were then taken care of by the nearby St. Paul's Hospital, established by the Sisters of St. Paul de
Chartres who first settled in Wan Chai. They moved to the present location in Causeway Bay in 1916.
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Gloucester Road

Gloucester Road is one of the major roads on the island of Hong Kong, processing heavy traffic connecting
the western and eastern ends of the island. The road was reclaimed during the Praya East Reclamation of
1921-1929, and served as the coastline of Wan Chai until the late 1960s. After yet another reclamation
project in the late 1960s, the new-reclamation area north of Gloucester Road had been left idle for quite
some time before it was developed. The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts (HKAPA), which was
numbered the first block on the road, was only to be established in 1984.

The Mass Mutual Tower opposite the HKAPA is where the former China Fleet Club, fronting the sea, was
situated. Until the mid-20th century, the coastal area of Wan Chai witnessed an amalgamation of British
naval institutions. On Praya East (now Johnston Road) there was the Royal Naval Canteen (also called the
“Blue House”), and on Gloucester Road, the Sailors’ Home and Mission to Seamen beside the China Fleet
Club.
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Fenwick Pier

The historical presence of British naval establishments in Wan Chai has brought to the district a sustaining
crowd of sailors. Bars and nightclubs targeting this group of customers began to emerge on Lockhart Road
and Jaffe Road as early as before WWII. The area finally developed into a well-known red light district.
During Japanese occupation in WWII, part of Lockhart Road was even turned into military brothels by the
Japanese troop.

The Hollywood movie The World of Suzie Wong (1957) has helped to introduce Lockhart Road as a red light
district to the Western world. But the heyday of the area was linked with the Vietnam War, which brought to
Hong Kong a large number of American servicemen on leave in the 1960s. The Fenwick Pier, located
closely to Lockhart Road, was then built to facilitate the increasing number of servicemen going on shore.
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Luard/Gloucester Rd

Until the late 1960s, Gloucester Road was the coastline of Wan Chai, with the reclaimed Hennessy Road,
Lockhart Road and Jaffe Road to the south of it. These roads were reclaimed from the Praya East
Reclamation of 1921-1929. 360 four-storey Chinese style buildings were constructed on that piece of land,
aiming to relieve the housing pressure of the time.

The coastline of Wan Chai was further extended in 1969. In the new-reclamation area north of Gloucester
Road, the amalgamation of government buildings, the Hong Kong Arts Centre, the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts, and skyscrapers all try to create for Wan Chai a new identity of high culture and up-market
business. The new spatial development has greatly altered the residents’ sense of community in Wan Chai.
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Wan Chai Interchange

The Wan Chai interchange is one of the busiest traffic centres on the island of Hong Kong, processing huge
amount of vehicles entering and coming out of the Cross Harbour Tunnel. The piece of land where the
interchange now situated was reclaimed in the late 1960s, being part of the Cross Harbour Tunnel
construction. The coastline of this part of Wan Chai was then extended from Gloucester Road to Hung Hing
Road, linking up the entrance of the Tunnel and also Kellet Island, which was formerly an island off the north
of Wan Chai and is now the site of the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club.

The northern rocky shore of Kellet Island is the only original coastline that remains to the north of the island
of Hong Kong.
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Convention Centre

The Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) was completed in 1988 on the reclaimed land
north of Gloucester Road. For the construction of the extension of HKCEC, an artificial island was reclaimed
north to the old phase during 1994-1997, while the coastline of Wan Chai was further extended from
Convention Avenue to the Expo Promenade. The old phase and the island is connected by Expo Drive
flanking two sides and the water way between in between has the aura of a moat. However, this will all
disappear once government embarks on new reclamation works for Wan Chai.

Apart from being the largest venue in Hong Kong for international conferences and exhibitions, the HKCEC
is also a place of political significance. The handover ceremony of Hong Kong on the night of 30 June 1997
was held in the new phase of the HKCEC. The political significance that the HKCEC and Golden Bauhinia
Square carry has turned the place into a popular tourist spot.
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Johnston Road

Johnston Road was the coastline of Wan Chai before the reclamation project of 1921-1929. In the late
1940s, two Chinese tea houses of large scale were established on Johnston Road. They were the
celebrated Sheung Hei Teahouse and Lung Fung Teahouse (now Lung Mun Restaurant). Their
eye-catching signs hang high over the road, alluring one to enter and have “one pot of tea with two dim
sums”. Bird lovers also enjoyed gathering in these old-fashioned tea houses and the birdcages they brought
along became decorative features of the place. Spittoons are yet another distinguishable feature of these
tea houses.

The old-fashioned tea houses rapidly gave way to modern high-rises in the 1990s when the property market
thrived. Lung Mun is the only one that remains in the district.
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Spring Garden Lane

The Spring Garden area was among Hong Kong's first land sale held in the mid-19th century soon after the
British took possession of Hong Kong. The famous Spring Garden Villa was built and developed into a place
for social gathering among the British ruling class. The building next to the Villa was once rented as the
Governor’s residence in Sir George Bonham’s time. The prominence of the area explains why in the early
days Wan Chai was also known as Spring Garden.

In 1856, the leasehold of the Spring Garden area was transferred to the Chinese. The Villa disappeared and
the area was soon filled with Chinese style buildings. The “Big Number Brothels” emerged around Spring
Garden Lane at the beginning of the 20th century, frequented by foreigners residing in Wan Chai and also
sailors on leave. “Big Number” refers to the block number in bold type painted on the doors.
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Wan Chai Ferry Pier

The Wan Chai Ferry Pier was originally located at the junction of Fleming Road and Gloucester Road. After
the reclamation in the late 1960s when the coastline of Wan Chai was extended from Gloucester Road to
Hung Hing Road, the Pier was then relocated to its present location near the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre. Apart from this ferry pier, there used to be a pier for garbage shipping in Wan Chai,
located at the end of Fleming Road before the reclamation in the late 1960s. The daily garbage collected in
Wan Chai was gathered at the pier and shipped away. But after the construction of the Cross Harbour
Tunnel in 1972, this method of garbage processing on the island of Hong Kong soon disappeared.

With the commencement of the construction of a new road connecting Wan Chai and Central in the near
future, the coastline where the Wan Chai Ferry Pier now situates will soon be replaced.
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