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What is
Police Superintendent’s

Police Superintendent’s

Discretion Scheme

(PSDS)?

PSDS allows a police
officer of or above the
rank of Superintendent
to issue a caution to a
juvenile offender rather
than initiate a criminal
prosecution.
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What is the Purpose of the PSDS?

Involvement in criminal proceedings may be a very distressing
experience for a juvenile, and the stigma of a criminal conviction
and the conseguent sentence may cause irreparable harm to his or
her future. It is therefore desirable to divert juvenile offenders from
court proceedings whenever possible. The Department of Justice
has therefore authorized Superintendents and above to caution,
rather than prosecute, young offenders in appropriate cases.

The Pre-requisites

Before a juvenile offender can be dealt with by way of the PSDS,
the following conditions must be fulfilled:

at the time the caution is administered, the offender is under the age of 18;

the evidence available is sufficient to support a prosecution,and that a
prosecution would be the only alternative course of action;

the offender voluntarily and unequivocally admits the offence;

the offender and his/her parents or gquardians agree to the cautioning; and

the offender and his/her parents or guardians voluntarily consent to receive
support by the extended Community Support Service Scheme (CSSS) and to
be visited by the Juvenile Protection Section (JPS) officers.
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Other Considerations

The Superintendent will decide whether to exercise his discretion after considering all of
the circumstances surrounding the case. Each case rests on its own merits. In general,

tr;'followinq factors wiII;;onsidered:- V V %OD
A N

the nature, seriousness , . the attitude of the
and prevalence of the offender’s q the attitude of the offender’s parents or
the offence previous recor complainant guardians

Initial Action upon Arrest of a Juvenile

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: Can my friend accompany me during the exercise of Superintendent's discretion?

When a juvenile offender is arrested, his/her parents or guardians will be asked

t thej ile at th lice station during the interview.
0 accompany the juvenile at the pofice statlon during the Interview A: Only your parents or guardians may be present during the caution.

Police will gather information about the juvenile's family, social, and educational
background. This information should be as accurate as possible as it will help to
determine whether a caution is to be administered, and, if so, what follow-up
counseling would be of most assistance to the juvenile.

Q: What if | do not admit the offence during the Superintendent's Discretion?

A: If you do not admit the offence during the superintendent’s discretion, your case
may be reviewed and the formal charges may be laid.

Q: How can | learn about the investigation process?

The juvenile and parents or quardians will be asked if they consent to receiving
support from the extended Community Support Service Scheme (CSSS) and be
visited by the Juvenile Protection Section (JPS) officers.

A: The officer-in-charge and the investigating officer of your case will be
responsible for briefing you on the investigation progress and informing you of
the investigation results.

After the officer-in-charge of the case completing necessary enquiries, the juvenile
will be released on police bail if a caution is being considered. The case will then be
submitted to a Superintendent, who will decide whether to administer a caution.

Q: Will my caution record be used if | commit another offence?

Post-discretion Visits

JPS officers conduct regular after-caution visits to monitor the juvenile offenders’
rehabilitation progress. The officers will document their observations in a report after
each visit. These visits continue for up to a maximum of two years after the caution or
until the offender turns 18, whichever is earlier.

A: Your previous caution may be cited if you appear before a court in respect of
any subsequent offence.

Q: If | already have social workers following up on my welfare, is it necessary to
consent to NGOs running the extended CSSS?

The visits are divided into three categories:

A: Yes, consenting to the referral to NGOs running the extended CSSS is one of the
pre-requisite of the PSDS. The extended CSSS is specifically designed for
juvenile offenders, aiming to enhance their law-abiding awareness, reduce

recidivism and develop positive life attitudes.

. with quarterly visits during the first six months of the
Category (I) Total 5 visits | aftercare period of supervision, followed by half-yearly
visits for the remaining 18 months.

with bi-monthly visits for the first six months, followed
Category (Il) Total 7 visits | by quarterly visits for the second six-month period, and
six-monthly visits for the remaining 12 months.

NGOs running the extended CSSS

THE BOYS' & GIRLS' CLUBS
ASSOCIATIONOF HONG KONG

Website

HONG KONG PLAYGROUND
ASSOCIATION

with monthly visits in the first six months, followed by
quarterly visits for the second six months, and
six-monthly visits for the remaining 12 months.

METHODIST CENTRE

Category (llI) Total 10 visits Website

Follow-up Counselling Fingerprints

When necessary, the Superintendent may also If a juvenile is arrested for an offence, the police *

refer the juvenile to the Social Welfare are legally empowered to take his or her FEDERAngHg#\?oIﬁ)TNHGGROUPs
Department and/or the Education Department fingerprints. If a caution is subsequently Website
and/or other relevant aqencies for after-care administered to the juvenile, police will retain the

measures. The consent of the offender's fingerprints until the juvenile reaches the age of

parents or guardians is required before a 18 ‘:‘: & pe:‘i.oc'l1 of two ¥§ar|s thas_ll_:psgd after t:e

H : : caution, whichever is the later. The fingerprints,

e ¢ [eferred to these agencles. and the record of the caution, will then either be

destroyed or delivered to the person concerned.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF HONG KONG
Website
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