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Opening Remarks

The Vice-chairman welcomed all to the meeting. He said that the Chairman was
absent due to other prior commitments, so he would chair this meeting in his stead. There
was no objection. He reported that Mr WONG Man-sing, Barry had withdrawn from the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee (“FEHC”) on 15 July 2014. He then
welcomed Mr KO Chun, Task Force Sub-Unit Commander (Mong Kok District) and Mr
MAK Ching-yu, Station Sergeant (Mong Kok) of the Hong Kong Police Force (“HKPF”) to
the meeting. He reported that Ms WONG Ping-ping, Police Communication Relations
Officer (Yau Tsim) was absent due to other commitments, and Mr Raymond FAN, Sergeant,
Police Community Relations Office (Yau Tsim District), Ms KONG Ha-sang, Sub-Unit
Commander (Operations Support) (Yau Ma Tei Division) and Mr SO Tsz-yeung of Patrol
Sub-unit 4 (Tsim Sha Tsui Division) would stand in for her at the meeting. In addition, Mr
LAI Ka-yin, Deputy District Leisure Manager (Yau Tsim Mong) of the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (“LCSD”) was absent due to other commitments, and Ms Vicky WONG,
Deputy District Leisure Manager (Yau Tsim Mong) 2 would stand in for him at the meeting.
Besides, Ms Cecilia PONG stood in for Ms LEE Ka-mei, Patty, Senior Executive Officer
(District Management) as the representative of the Yau Tsim Mong District Office
(“YTMDO”) at the meeting. He further reported that Mr HAU Wing-cheong, Mr LEUNG
Yiu-wah, Mr JO Chun-wah and Mr TSUI Siu-fai were absent due to other commitments.

Item 1: Confirmation of Minutes of 14" FEHC Meeting

2. The Vice-chairman said that before the meeting, the Secretariat had received from
Mr Derek HUNG a proposal for amendment to the minutes of the last meeting. Members
could refer to the document distributed at the meeting (Annex 1) for details.

3. The amended minutes of the last meeting were confirmed.

ltem 2: Concern over Rodent Problem in Hoi Yu House
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 22/2014)

4. The Vice-chairman said that the written responses of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department (“FEHD”) and the Housing Department (“HD”’) (Annexes 2 and 3) had
been sent to Members for perusal before the meeting. He then welcomed the following
representatives to the meeting:

(@ Mr LI Ka-kei, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) of
the FEHD; and

(b) Ms Tammy TSO, Housing Manager/Kowloon West and Hong Kong 3 of the
HD.

5. The Vice-chairman briefly introduced the contents of the paper. He said that the
management office of Hoi Fu Court had installed rodent guards on the lower floors of Hoi Yu
House. However, some residents said that environmental hygiene was worsened by the
rodents gathering at certain floors as the rodent guards had been installed at inappropriate
locations.




6. Ms Tammy CHO said that the management office of Hoi Fu Court had installed
rodent guards in the housing estate to prevent rodents from entering flat units, but she noted
that some residents were still beset by rodent infestation. The HD would continue to
cooperate with the FEHD to conduct anti-rodent publicity exercises for residents on a regular
basis and would step up cleansing of the common areas of the housing estate. She added
that the management office had consulted experts on the installation locations when installing
rodent guards.

(Mr WONG Kin-san joined the meeting at 2:45 p.m.)

7. Mr L1 Ka-kei said that the FEHD was willing to work with other departments to step
up anti-rodent publicity in Hoi Fu Court. He thanked Mr CHUNG Kong-mo, the Chairman
of Yau Tsim Mong District Council (“YTMDC”), and Mr CHAN Wai-keung for inviting the
FEHD to attend the launching ceremony of the Hoi Wang Road Community Cleansing
Campaign on 10 July. The department was able to disseminate anti-rodent information to
residents during the event. He further said that if necessary, the HD could approach staff of
the Pest Control Section of the FEHD to find out whether the rodent guards were
appropriately installed.

8. The Vice-chairman hoped the HD could study with the FEHD the installation
locations of rodent guards to enhance the effectiveness of rodent control.

9. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo said that at the launching ceremony of the cleansing
campaign on 10 July, the owners’ corporations and the management offices of Charming
Garden and Hoi Fu Court joined the FEHD, LCSD and HD in disseminating messages of
keeping the community environment clean to residents. He then reflected complaints from
shop tenants in Charming Garden that rodents were spotted recently in their shops. He
hoped the FEHD could step up anti-rodent efforts in the Hoi Ting Road area. He also
pointed out that there were street sleepers gathering under the Ferry Street Flyover and urged
the relevant departments to follow up the hygienic conditions there.

(Mr SHUM Chu-wah joined the meeting at 2:50 p.m.)

10. Mr Francis CHONG would like to know the number of rodents the FEHD had
poisoned and trapped in the past six months.

11. Mr LI Ka-kei responded that the FEHD would consider stepping up anti-rodent
efforts in the Hoi Ting Road area having regard to the actual situation. He further said that
the FEHD would readily support other departments in improving the hygienic condition under
the Ferry Street Flyover by removing miscellaneous items and stepping up street cleansing.
He did not have the statistics on the number of rodents poisoned and trapped in the district on
hand and would provide the relevant information to the Secretariat after the meeting.

(Post-meeting note: In the last six months, the FEHD had poisoned 858 rodents and trapped
650 live rodents in Mong Kok.)

12. The Vice-chairman urged the FEHD and the relevant government departments to step
up efforts to tackle problems associated with street sleepers under the Ferry Street Flyover.




13. Mr CHAN Chung-cheung said that there was a surge in the number of cockroaches
in the Hoi Wang Road and Hoi Ting Road area and he hoped the FEHD could enhance
cleansing there.

14, Mr LI Ka-kei said that the FEHD was mainly responsible for the control of rodents,
mosquitoes and other disease-transmitting pests. Having regard to the view of Mr CHAN,
the FEHD would arrange with pest control contractors to apply pesticides around Hoi Wang
Road and Hoi Ting Road to prevent breeding of cockroaches. He asked Members to refer to
the paper of Anti-rodent Campaign 2014 in Yau Tsim Mong District (Phase 1) prepared by
the FEHD (YTMFEHC Paper No. 31/2014) to learn about the department’s anti-rodent work
in the district.

15. The Vice-chairman thanked the representatives of relevant departments for joining
the discussion of this item.

Item 3:  World Health Day 2014 — Vector-borne Diseases
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 23/2014)

16. The Vice-chairman welcomed Dr Jaime SIN, Senior Medical and Health Officer
(Community Liaison) 2 of the Department of Health (“DH”) to the meeting.

17. Dr Jaime SIN briefly introduced the contents of the paper.
(Mr CHOI Vai-hung joined the meeting at 3:00 p.m.)

18. Mr WONG Kin-san would like to know why the DH delayed introducing the
activities of “World Health Day 2014” to the FEHC until July. He suggested the DH
produce the promotional videos of World Health Day in a livelier manner in future and upload
the video onto video sharing websites for wider publicity.

19. Ms KO Po-ling considered that other than disseminating anti-mosquito information
to the public, the relevant departments should step up anti-mosquito efforts in the district.
She also pointed out that the abandoned land adjacent to the Tai Kok Tsui Catholic Primary
School was weedy and caused serious mosquito infestation as a result.

20. Dr Jaime SIN responded that the DH had visited various District Councils (“DCs”) to
introduce the thematic activities of “World Health Day 2014 and it could only brief the
YTMDC in July to tie in with its meeting schedule. She thanked Mr WONG Kin-san for his
view on the promotional video concerned and she would relay his view to the relevant units.
She further said that the DH had held an inter-departmental meeting on “World Health Day
2014 to enlist cooperation from relevant departments to strengthen the work within their
respective purview in respect of vector-borne disease prevention.

21. Ms KWAN Sau-ling said that the publicity activities of the “World Health Day” were
launched in April every year, but the DH delayed briefing the FEHC on the information about
the prevention of vector-borne diseases until July 2014. The DH should introduce the
thematic activities of the “World Health Day” to DCs earlier in future so that District
Councillors could assist in promoting the activities in the community.




22. Mr_Benjamin CHOI opined that the authorities should take specific preventive
measures against some of the local vector-borne diseases (e.g. the Culex
tritaeniorhynchus-borne Japanese encephalitis (“JE”)), which included reminding pig farm
operators to keep their venue hygienic to prevent the breeding of Culicine mosquitoes. As
regards the prevention of imported diseases such as dengue fever, he understood that it was
only through publicity and education that the authorities could remind members of the public
to take precautions when travelling abroad.

(The Hon James TO joined the meeting at 3:20 p.m.)

23. Dr Jaime SIN responded that to support “World Health Day 2014”, the DH had
conducted a series of publicity activities, including press conferences and announcements of
public interest on television and radio. She said that the DH would launch the publicity
activities of the World Health Day as early as possible in future. In addition, if a local JE
case was found, the DH would investigate the source of infection and work with the relevant
departments to enhance the prevention and control of JE.

24, The Vice-chairman thanked the representative of the DH for joining the discussion of
this item.

Item 4: To Welcome Office of The Ombudsman’s Release of Direct Investigation
Report on Regulatory Measures and Enforcement Actions against Street
Obstruction by Shops
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 24/2014)

25. The Vice-chairman said that the written responses of the Office of The Ombudsman
(“The Ombudsman”) and the Buildings Department (“BD”’) (Annexes 4 and 5) had been sent
to Members for perusal before the meeting. He then welcomed the following representatives
to the meeting:

(a)  Ms Cecilia PONG, Senior Executive Officer (District Management) (Atg) of
the YTMDO;

(b)  Mr LI Ka-kei, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok)
and Mr WONG Kam-wah, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent
(Yau Tsim) of the FEHD;

(c) Mr LUK Kwok-po, Chief Estate Officer/Kowloon of the Lands Department
(“Lands D”);

(d)  Mr YEUNG Kwok-wei, Senior Structural Engineer/F4 of the BD;

(e)  Mr KO Chun, Task Force Sub-Unit Commander (Mong Kok District) and Mr
MAK Ching-yu, Station Sergeant (Mong Kok) of the HKPF; and

(f) Mr Raymond FAN, Sergeant, Police Community Relations Office (Yau Tsim
District), Ms KONG Ha-sang, Sub-Unit Commander (Operations Support)
(Yau Ma Tei Division) and Mr SO Tsz-yeung of Patrol Sub-unit 4 (Tsim Sha
Tsui Division).



26. Mr WONG Kin-san and Ms WONG Shu-ming briefly introduced the contents of the
paper.

217. Mr HUI Tak-leung said that street obstruction by shops was a major problem not
only in the YTM District, but also in other areas of Hong Kong. He urged the relevant
departments to amend the existing legislation and take stringent enforcement actions to tackle
the problem in the light of The Ombudsman’s direct investigation report on ‘“Regulatory
Measures and Enforcement Actions against Street Obstruction by Shops” (“the investigation
report”).

28. The Hon James TO would like to know what enhanced enforcement actions would
be taken against street obstruction by shops in the light of the abovementioned investigation
report.

29. Mr LI Ka-kei responded that the FEHD would implement the three recommendations
as made in the investigation report, including taking immediate enforcement actions against
habitual offenders, instituting prosecution under the illegal hawking provision when there was
sufficient evidence and taking strict enforcement actions against those shops which extended
their business area beyond the “tolerated areas”. He continued that the FEHD had taken
enhanced measures against street obstruction at the Flower Market of Mong Kok jointly with
the YTMDO and the Police, and such concerted efforts had been very successful.

30. Mr LUK Kwok-po said that the Lands D agreed with the recommendations of the
investigation report. The Lands D would work with the BD to adjust their respective
enforcement priorities and maintain consistency in enforcement as far as possible. The two
departments would notify each other before taking enforcement actions and conduct joint
operations when necessary. In addition, the Lands D had formed a working group which
included a representative of the Department of Justice to study how to enhance the
effectiveness of enforcement actions against persistent illegal occupation of Government land
by movable items.

31. Mr MAK Ching-yu said that in response to the recommendations of the investigation
report, the Police had reminded shop operators in the district not to extend their business area
beyond the “tolerated areas”. Currently, the situation of street obstruction by shops in the
district had significantly improved.

32. Mr YEUNG Kwok-wei said that the BD and the Lands D agreed to adjust their
respective enforcement priorities on tackling the problem of street obstruction by shops. The
BD would send a copy of the guidelines on handling of unauthorised projecting structures
attached to shops (including unauthorised projecting structures on the sides or at the tops of
shops) to the Lands D and District Land Offices for reference. This was to facilitate the
planning of removal operations by the Lands D against unauthorised raised platforms by
making reference to the BD’s enforcement standards. In addition, the BD would step up
joint enforcement operations with the Lands D and would provide technical assistance to the
Lands D when necessary.

33. Mr WONG Kin-san said that Nelson Street of Mong Kok was one of the localities
where operation of business in the “tolerated areas” was allowed. He urged the relevant
departments to pay attention to the problem of street obstruction by shops there. He




continued that he had consulted residents in the district in early July. Most of the residents
reckoned that the problem of street obstruction by shops in the district was still very serious.
However, they were opposed to the proposal of charging a fee for the use of “tolerated areas”.
He understood that it was difficult to solve the problem of street obstruction by shops in the
short term, but he still urged the proactive enforcement action by the relevant departments.
He supported The Ombudsman’s suggestion of enhancing the “tolerated areas” mechanism
and opined that the relevant departments should regularly review the arrangement of the
“tolerated areas” in the district. For instance, they could consult DCs every two years. He
also enquired if the Administration would implement the recommendations in the
investigation report about the Steering Committee on District Administration (“SCDA”).

34. Ms WONG Shu-ming thanked the HKPF and the FEHD for proactively handling the
problem of street obstruction by shops in the district. She urged the FEHD to instruct
frontline staff to properly implement the recommendations made in the investigation report,
including taking rigorous enforcement actions against habitual offenders. She was
discontented with the Lands D that it failed to report in detail the study progress of the
working group. In this connection, she requested the Lands D to give an account later.
Besides, she asked the relevant departments to take rigorous enforcement actions in the
locations where site observations and case studies had been carried out as mentioned in the
investigation report to avoid the worsening of street obstruction by shops.

35. Mr Francis CHONG would like to know the time required for the Administration to
handle cases of shop front unauthorised building works (“UBWSs”) and the relevant
enforcement procedures.

36. Mr LI Ka-kei said that in response to the recommendations in the investigation report,
the FEHD was drawing up internal guidelines on the enforcement procedures against street
obstruction by shops for the reference of frontline staff from different districts. The FEHD
would deploy manpower in a flexible way to progressively handle the black spots of street
obstruction in the district, such as the vicinity of Nathan Road and Prince Edward Road West.
The FEHD would also discuss with other departments how to jointly combat street
obstruction by shops in the district at the next meeting of the District Management Committee
(“DMC”).

37. The Vice-chairman enquired if the FEHD would consider reviewing the “tolerated
areas” mechanism on a regular basis.

38. Mr LI Ka-kei agreed that the “tolerated areas” mechanism should be regularly
reviewed but he could not respond on behalf of other departments.

39. Mr LUK Kwok-po responded as follows:

(1)  The objective of establishing the working group was to study ways to step up
enforcement actions against continual illegal occupation of Government land
by movable articles. The working group would soon complete the study and
the findings would be submitted to The Ombudsman for perusal.

(i) The Government had submitted the Land (Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill 2014 to the Legislative Council on 9 July 2014 to amend the
Land (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance. Under the amended legislation,



the penalties for offences relating to unlawful occupation of unleased
Government land were increased and a daily penalty was introduced.

(iii) The Lands D would first handle the UBWSs which would cause danger or
serious obstruction to pedestrians and would handle other complaints in
sequence of time of receipt. The Lands D would recover the fee of removing
the UBWs from the convicted occupiers of UBWs.

40. Mr_CHOI Vai-hung said that there was serious street obstruction caused by
newspaper stalls in the YTM District, especially on Nathan Road and Argyle Street, causing
vehicle-pedestrian conflicts and endangering the safety of the pedestrians. He urged the
departments concerned to keep an eye on the problem.

41. Ms WONG Shu-ming asked the relevant departments to respond to Mr WONG
Kin-san’s enquiry about the SCDA. She was still dissatisfied with the reply of the Lands D
and urged the working group under the Lands D to make the contents of the investigation
report public in addition to submitting the report to The Ombudsman.

42. Mr HUI Tak-leung was dissatisfied with the reply of the Lands D. He requested the
Home Affairs Department to respond how it would coordinate other departments’ efforts to
address the problem of street obstruction by shops in the district.

43. Ms Cecilia PONG believed that the Home Affairs Bureau (“HAB”) would discuss
the recommendations of the investigation report at the next meeting of the SCDA, including
the recommendation of appointing one of the departments with enforcement powers as the
lead department to tackle the problem of street obstruction by shops. She added that the
YTMDO might be invited to the meeting, and they could then reflect the problem of street
obstruction by shops in the district to the SCDA for discussion.

44, Mr LI Ka-kei said that the investigation report mainly focused on discussing the
problem of street obstruction by shops, without mentioning street obstruction by newspaper
stalls. He indicated that the FEHD received complaints about street obstruction by
newspaper stalls from time to time and had been paying attention to the problem. He said
that at present the FEHD was adopting a flexible approach when handling the extension of
business area by newspaper stalls. If the stalls had not caused serious obstruction to
pavements, newspaper hawkers were allowed to display their goods beyond the approved stall
areas. However, he stressed that the FEHD would take rigorous enforcement actions against
serious street obstruction by newspaper stalls.

45, Mr LUK Kwok-po responded that the working group was still discussing the matter
at the present stage and would submit the results to The Ombudsman upon completion of the
study.

(Post-meeting note:  The working group would leave The Ombudsman to decide whether it
would accept and release the study results.)

46. Mr HUI Tak-leung suggested that the HAB send the minutes of meeting of the SCDA
to the FEHC so that Members could note the progress of the discussion on street obstruction
by shops in the district.




47. Mr CHOI Vai-hung urged the FEHD to step up enforcement actions against street
obstruction by newspaper stalls lest the condition should worsen.

48. The Hon James TO indicated that the departments concerned should beef up
enforcement actions against serious street obstruction by newspaper stalls.

49. Ms LAM Wai-lung understood that relevant departments might experience difficulty
in taking enforcement actions at some obstruction black spots, but she still hoped that the
Administration would adopt a rigid stance to handle street obstruction by shops.

50. Mr LAM Kin-man opined that the FEHD should take strict enforcement actions
against street obstruction by newspaper stalls. He mentioned that obstruction on some busy
streets such as Dundas Street and Fa Yuen Street was grave, and thus he appealed for the
FEHD to tackle the problem seriously.

51. Ms Cecilia PONG said that the departments concerned could discuss the street
obstruction problem at DMC meetings. The summary of the minutes of the meeting would
be made available to the public at the District Council’s website.

52. Mr LI Ka-kei indicated that the FEHD had been taking strict enforcement actions
against serious street obstruction by newspaper stalls. For instance, it had instituted
prosecution against newspaper stalls in the vicinity of Bank Centre on Nathan Road in Mong
Kok for street obstruction for many times. As for minor street obstruction caused by
newspaper hawkers, the FEHD would handle it with flexibility.

53. The Vice-chairman thanked the representatives of the relevant departments for
joining the discussion of this item.

(The Hon James TO left the meeting at 4:05 p.m.)
Item 5: Concern over Noise Nuisance Arising from Anchor Street Refuse

Collection Point (“RCP”), Tai Kok Tsui (“TKT”)
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 25/2014)

54. The Vice-chairman said that the written response of the FEHD (Annex 6) had been
sent to Members for perusal before the meeting. He then welcomed Mr LI Ka-kei, District
Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) of the FEHD to the meeting.

55. Mr John WONG briefly introduced the contents of the paper.

56. Mr LI Ka-kei indicated that he had instructed the frontline staff of the Anchor Street
RCP to make less noise while working in the morning. For example, they were advised to
handle refuse bags containing glass containers with care. He continued that some restaurants
should have disposed of garbage outside the Anchor Street RCP after its closure at 11:00 p.m.
He had urged the FEHD staff to follow up the issue.

57. Mr John WONG commended the FEHD for proactively improving the condition of
Anchor Street RCP.  Besides, he called on the frontline staff of the FEHD to make less noise
while working there in the morning so as to minimise the noise nuisance to nearby residents.
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58. Mr L1 Ka-Kei added that the FEHD had posted notices inside the RCP to remind the
frontline staff to reduce noise in the morning.

59. The Vice-chairman thanked the representative of the FEHD for joining the discussion
of this item.

Item 6: Concern over Nuisance Caused by Reflected Glare from Glass Curtain Walls
and Lights on Exterior Walls of Buildings
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 26/2014)

60. The Vice-chairman said that the written responses of the Environmental Protection
Department (“EPD”), Architectural Services Department and the BD (Annexes 7 to 9) had
been sent to Members for perusal before the meeting. He then welcomed the following
representatives to the meeting:

(a) Mr NG Ping-sum, Senior Environmental Protection Officer (Regional East)
6 of the EPD; and

(b)  Ms Flora CHAN, Building Surveyor/Rail 4, Mr Anthony CHAN, Building
Surveyor/Rail 2 and Mr William POON, Senior Professional
Officer/Signboard Control 1 of the BD.

61. Mr Derek HUNG briefly introduced the contents of the paper.

62. Ms KO Po-ling was concerned about light pollution in the YTM District and
therefore would like to know the progress of regulating light pollution by legislation.

63. Mr LAM Kin-man thanked the EPD for their proactive actions taken against light
pollution in the district. He revealed a serious light pollution case in which laser lights were
used for publicity purpose by an upstairs café on Yin Chong Street. He urged the EPD to
deal with the matter.

64. Mr Chris IP said that light pollution was a longstanding problem in the YTM District
and the nuisance caused by reflected glare from the exterior walls of buildings was
increasingly serious. He considered that although there was no existing legislation
regulating light pollution in Hong Kong, the Government should still formulate guidelines on
lighting installations on buildings for the reference of construction firms. Furthermore, he
suggested that the EPD make reference to the practices of other regions/cities such as Tokyo
in handling light pollution, including imposing restrictions on the size, installation angle and
operation time of neon signs.

65. Mr NG Ping-sum responded that there was no existing legislation regulating light
nuisance in Hong Kong. If the EPD received complaints against light pollution caused by
lighting installations on the exterior walls of buildings, it would request the management
office of the building concerned to observe the Guidelines on Industry Best Practices for
External Lighting Installations laid down by the Environment Bureau (“ENB”) and
implement mitigation measures such as shortening the operating hours of external lightings.
He continued that the Task Force on External Lighting of the ENB had conducted a public
consultation about introducing legislation on light pollution last year. The Task Force was
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consolidating and analysing the opinions collected so as to prepare a proposal to the
Government. He further stated that the EPD would follow up the light pollution problem
caused by the upstairs café on Yin Chong Street.

66. Ms Flora CHAN said that the BD would study the practices and experience of other
countries in handling glare reflected from buildings and would consider whether to adopt such
practices having regard to the building environment and the building control system in Hong
Kong.

67. Mr William POON added that the BD had reminded the relevant parties to refer to
the guidelines jointly issued by the ENB, EPD and Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department in the planning of building projects involving lighting installations to ensure that
the light emitted would not cause nuisance to nearby residents.

68. Ms KWAN Sau-ling said that the light pollution problem was very serious in the
YTM District. Some shop operators placed neon signboards on streets on a long term basis,
thereby affecting the nearby environment. The situation was particularly serious in the Tsim
Sha Tsui and Nathan Road area. As there was no legislation regulating light pollution in
Hong Kong at present, she worried that the situation would aggravate and thus urged the
Administration to seriously consider enacting laws to regulate light pollution.

69. Mr Derek HUNG enquired about the number of complainants involved in the eight
complaints of light nuisance against the International Commerce Centre (“ICC”’) mentioned in
the written response of the EPD. Moreover, he suggested the relevant departments study the
connection between the angle of illumination of sunlight and the reflection of glare from
exterior walls of buildings, so as to facilitate effective handling of complaints on reflection of
light from glass curtain walls.

70. Mr NG Ping-sum responded that the complaints received by the EPD were mostly
anonymous and thus the department was not sure about the number of complainants involved
in the eight complaints of light pollution against the ICC.

71. Ms Flora CHAN said that the BD had all along followed up the complaints of light
nuisance involving the ICC. The developer of the ICC was planning to affix reflective
materials to the glass curtain walls of the lower floors of the building in the hope of mitigating
the impact of light reflection on the surrounding environment.

72. Mr Derek HUNG enquired whether the relevant departments would arrange to
investigate into complaints about light reflection from glass curtain walls at the flat unit of the
complainant at a particular time. Moreover, he would like to know the follow up actions that
the BD had taken for complaints about light nuisance at locations other than the ICC.

73. Ms Flora CHAN responded that she did not have the information concerning
complaints of light nuisance at locations other than the ICC on hand.

74. The Vice-chairman thanked the representatives of relevant departments for joining
the discussion on this item.

(Mr LAM Kin-man left the meeting at 4:35 p.m.)
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Item 7: To Seek Improvements to Rat and Mosquito Infestation in TKT
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 27/2014)

Item 8: Concern over Cleanliness of Storm Water Drains and Rear Lanes in TKT
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 28/2014)

75. The Vice-chairman said that as both Items 7 and 8 were related to the hygiene
problems of TKT, he proposed that the two be discussed together. There was no objection.

76. The Vice-chairman said that the written responses of the FEHD and the LCSD on
Item 7 (Annexes 10 and 11) and the written responses of the two departments on Item 8
(Annexes 12 and 13) had been sent to Members for perusal before the meeting. He then
welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:

(@) Mr LI Ka-kei, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) of
the FEHD;

(b) Mr YU Tik-fung, Chief Technical Officer/Mong Kok of the Highways
Department (“HyD”); and

(c) Ms Vicky WONG, Deputy District Leisure Manager (Yau Tsim Mong) 2 of the
LCSD.

77. Mr LAU Pak-kei briefly introduced the contents of papers No. 27/2014 and 28/2014.

78. Mr LI Ka-kei responded that the FEHD would handle the hygiene problems in TKT
proactively. He said that the FEHD was carrying out intensive cleansing at the hygiene
black spots of the YTM District and the department would closely monitor the hygiene
conditions of certain rear lanes (e.g. the rear lane at the junction of Tai Tsun Street and Chung
Waui Street) in TKT.

79. Ms Vicky WONG said that the LCSD would step up anti-mosquito efforts in the
district in summer where mosquito infestation was more serious. Measures included
appointing cleansing companies to apply pesticides in parks to eliminate mosquito breeding.
She added that the LCSD had arranged to spray larvicide in Cherry Street Park from late July
to mid-October.

80. Mr LAU Pak-kei reflected the problems of longstanding refuse accumulation at the
junction of Lok Kwan Street and Chung Wui Street and rat infestation in the Tai Kok Tsui
Market. He asked the FEHD to improve the hygiene conditions of the two locations. He
also said that the mosquito infestation in Lok Kwan Street Park was serious and hoped the
LCSD could step up anti-mosquito efforts in the park. Moreover, he enquired whether the
HyD would replace all gutter covers in TKT.

81. Mr YU Tik-fung said that the HyD had progressively replaced the standard sewage
covers at pedestrian crossings in TKT with gully gratings since 2012 as a short-term measure
to address the troubles caused by sewage covers to pedestrians at pedestrian crossings. In
the long run, the HyD would move the sewage covers at pedestrian crossings to other
locations.

82. Mr LI Ka-kei said that the FEHD would proactively handle the hygiene problems at
the junction of Lok Kwan Street and Chung Wui Street and would follow up the problem of
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rat infestation in Tai Kok Tsui Market.

83. Ms Vicky WONG said that the LCSD would step up cleansing efforts in Lok Kwan
Street Park to eliminate mosquito breeding.

(Mr SHUM Chu-wah left the meeting at 4:45 p.m.)

84. Mr Derek HUNG enquired whether there were uniform design standards for the
gully gratings currently in use.

85. Mr YU Tik-fung responded that the size, weight and thickness of the gully gratings
in use complied with the standards set by the HyD.

86. The Vice-chairman thanked the representatives of the departments concerned for
joining the discussion.

(Mr Francis CHONG left the meeting at 4:52 p.m.)

Item9: To Follow Up on Effectiveness of Sewage Covers on Streets Adjacent to
Canton Road Market
YTMFEHC Paper No. 29/2014

87. The Vice-chairman said that the written responses of the FEHD, the HyD and the
Drainage Services Department (“DSD”) (Annexes 14 to 16) had been sent to Members for
perusal before the meeting. He then welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:

(@ Mr LI Ka-Kei, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) of
the FEHD;

(b) Mr YU Tik-fung, Chief Technical Officer/Mong Kok of the HyD; and

(c) Mr Chris LAM, Engineer/Kowloon 7 of the DSD.

88. Ms WONG Shu-ming briefly introduced the contents of the paper. She was
dissatisfied that the HyD would not review the effectiveness of grating replacement in the
vicinity of the market at Canton Road until late October. She urged the HyD to replace the
gully gratings on the section of Canton Road between Mong Kok Road and Fife Street and in
the vicinity of the market on Cheung Wong Road as early as possible for rodent prevention.

89. Mr HUI Tak-leung enquired whether the gully gratings on the section of Canton
Road between Shantung Street and Argyle Street had been replaced. He said that members
of the public had sought assistance from the DSD in clearing drains, but the DSD did not take
follow-up actions on the grounds that the issue was under the purview of the FEHD. In this
connection, he enquired how the responsibilities for drainage management were divided
among the departments, and whether the departments that were not in charge of drainage
management would take the initiative to refer public enquiries about drain blockage to the
responsible departments.

90. Mr YU Tik-fung responded as follows:
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(1)  In response to Members’ request, the HyD had replaced most of the sewage
covers on the section of Canton Road between Fife Street and Argyle Street
with gully gratings.

(i)  The HyD had earlier replaced the sewage covers at the crossings in TKT to
avoid causing troubles to the public; whether the replacement could alleviate
rodent infestation was not a factor for consideration by the HyD.

(i) The HyD was mainly responsible for the management of surface run-off
systems.

(iv) During an earlier site inspection, the HyD had found that the drainage capacity
of some gully gratings at Canton Road had been reduced because the holes
were blocked by filth. The HyD would continue to gauge their drainage
capacity during rainy seasons. Upon the expected completion of the
assessment in October, the HyD would decide whether to replace the gully
gratings on the section of Canton Road between Mong Kok Road and Fife
Street and in the vicinity of the market on Cheung Wong Road. He added that
as it was not necessary to review the drainage capacity of gully gratings during
dry seasons, the period of review could be shortened from nine months to
seven months.

91. Mr Chris LAM said that the HyD was responsible for the maintenance of sewage
covers above ground. The DSD would refer requests for assistance in clearing drains above
ground to the HyD or the FEHD for follow-up actions. He added that the DSD was mainly
responsible for the maintenance of major underground drains.

92. Mr LI Ka-kei shared the view of the HyD that more time was needed to assess
whether the newly installed gully gratings could reduce rodent infestation effectively. He
remarked that the FEHD would assist in clearing the rubbish blocking covers above ground
and would inform the HyD or the DSD of drain blockage cases for follow-up actions.

93. Ms WONG Shu-ming was displeased with the HyD for being indifferent to the
effectiveness of grating replacement in rodent prevention. She requested the Committee to
continue the discussion on this item at the next meeting to follow up the HyD’s assessment of
the new gully gratings’ drainage performance.

94. Mr Derek HUNG enquired whether the theft of sewage covers was common in the
YTM District and what measures the departments had in place to prevent the theft of sewage
COVers.

(Mr WONG Kin-san left the meeting at 5:10 p.m.)

95. Mr HUI Tak-leung took the view that replacing the sewage covers in the vicinity of
Canton Road could alleviate rodent infestation. He pointed out that many hawkers in the
Canton Road Market had complained to the DSD about the foul odour emitted from drains,
but the DSD often referred their complaints to the FEHD. In this connection, he enquired
which department was responsible for handling the blockage and odour of drains.

96. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo enquired whether the rodent infestation rate (“RIR”) in Mong
Kok had increased in the last two months. Although the FEHD, the HyD and the DSD were
under different bureaux, he took the view that the departments should strengthen co-operation
to deal with the hygiene problems concerning the drainage systems in the district. He
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continued that replacing sewage covers could alleviate rodent infestation by preventing
rodents’ access to drains and curb their breeding. Therefore, he urged the departments
concerned to consider replacing sewage covers in other places with new ones in the district.

97. Mr YU Tik-fung explained that drains with poor drainage capacity were prone to
water accumulation, which would lead to slippery street surface and endanger pedestrian
safety. While he appreciated public concerns about rodent infestation in the vicinity of
Canton Road, he stressed that it took some time for the HyD to review the drainage capacity
of gully gratings during rainy seasons before it could decide whether it would install those
gratings on the section of Canton Road between Mong Kok Road and Fife Street and in the
vicinity of the market on Cheung Wong Road. He added that the HyD would refer to the
FEHD or the DSD the complaints about drainage problems that came within their purview.

98. Mr Chris LAM said that upon receipt of complaints about the blockage and odour
problem of drains, the DSD would first send staff to conduct site inspections.  If it was found
that the case fell under the purview of other departments, the DSD would refer it to the
relevant department for action. In addition, the DSD would inspect the nearby drainage and
sewerage systems to see if there was any blockage.

99. Mr LI Ka-kei responded that the RIRs for Mong Kok were 0.8% and 3.3%
respectively in the first and second half of 2013. The full-year RIR for Mong Kok was 2.1%,
which was on the low side.

100. Ms WONG Shu-ming requested the HyD to provide proof of having indicated to the
YTMDC that it took nine months to review the drainage performance of the new gully
gratings. She reiterated that the HyD should expeditiously replace the sewage covers in the
areas around Canton Road and hoped that the relevant departments would send staff to
conduct site inspections with her after the meeting.

101. The Vice-chairman proposed continuing the discussion on the item at the next
meeting. There was no objection to the proposal.

Item 10:  Further Enhancing Coastal Water Quality of Victoria Harbour
(YTMFEHC Paper No. 30/2014)

102.  The Vice-chairman welcomed the following representatives to the meeting:

(a) Mr Alex NG, Principal Environmental Protection Officer (Sewerage
Infrastructure) and Mr NG Ping-sum, Senior Environmental Protection
Officer (Regional East) 6 of the EPD; and

(b)  Mr LEE Pak-chuen, Senior Engineer of the DSD.
103. Mr Alex NG briefly introduced the contents of the paper.
(Ms WONG Shu-ming left the meeting at 5:25 p.m.)

104. Ms KO Po-ling welcomed the commissioning of a study by the EPD on enhancing
the quality of coastal waters of Victoria Harbour. However, she was dissatisfied that the
study report would take a long time to complete. She hoped that the EPD could speed up the
process for early implementation of recommendations to improve the water quality of Victoria
Harbour. Furthermore, she said that the YTMDC had been concerned about the water
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quality and hygienic condition of areas around the New Yau Ma Tei Typhoon Shelter
(“NYMTTS”) and hoped that the EPD would make improvement in a proactive manner.

105. Mr John WONG considered that the time taken for the EPD’s consultancy study was
too long. The Administration should implement other short-term mitigation measures so as
to alleviate the long-standing problem of water quality in Victoria Harbour.

106. Mr Derek HUNG said that in recent years, the EPD had been actively improving the
water quality of Victoria Harbour and the efforts had yielded some achievements. He
proposed that the EPD take advantage of the consultancy study to review the existing control
regime on pollutant emissions from small and medium vessels.

107. Mr CHAN Siu-tong said that the cross harbour swimming race was a popular event.
He hoped that the EPD would improve the water quality of Victoria Harbour in a proactive
manner to make the harbour conducive to the continued organisation of the event. In
addition, he would like to know whether the EPD had formulated a timetable for the
enhancement of the water quality of Victoria Harbour.

108. Mr_Alex NG said that to further enhance the quality of coastal waters of Victoria
Harbour, the EPD would engage professional consultants to carry out systematic, in-depth and
thorough investigations and studies, with a view to working out a specific programme to
improve the environment of the waterfront areas. The consultancy study would take about
two years during which consultants would conduct investigations to identify pollution sources
affecting coastal waters, including the impact of emissions from barges in the NYMTTS on
the water quality of the typhoon shelter. As the consultancy study was yet to commence, he
could not provide a timetable to improve the quality of coastal waters of Victoria Harbour.

109. Mr Derek HUNG would like to know whether the EPD would include the review of
the existing control regime on pollutant emissions from small and medium vessels in the
consultancy study.

110. Mr Alex NG said that the consultancy study aimed at assessing the quality of coastal
waters of Victoria Harbour. The impact of emissions from barges in the NYMTTS on the
water quality of the typhoon shelter would be included in the scope of study.

111. The Vice-chairman thanked the representatives of the relevant departments for
joining the discussion of this item.

Item 11:  Any Other Business

112.  There being no other business, the Vice-chairman closed the meeting at 5:43 p.m.
The next meeting would be held at 2:30 p.m. on 25 September 2014.

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat
August 2014
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Annex 1

Proposed Amendments to the Draft Minutes of

the 14" Meeting of Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee held on 29 May 2014

Paragraph 39:

Original text:

Proposed amendment:

Yau Tsim Mong District Council (2012-2015)

“Mr Derek HUNG worried that if an alternative site was identified, the

implementation progress of the relocation plan would be affected.”

“Mr Derek HUNG said that there was an urgent need to implement the
relocation plan, and the concerned government departments had
placed an importance on it. If a site was identified in another district,
the relevant departments needed to approach the corresponding
District Council and to re-conduct a study on each G/IC site. He
worried that the relocation plan had to be implemented all over again.
Regarding the suggestion of the site near Kwai Chung Container
Terminal, as a large number of container trucks were using the roads
in the vicinity of that site, he hoped that Members would carefully
consider certain factors such as the traffic, the residential area nearby

and the school facilities.”
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OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN, HONG KONG

f§E Fax © 28828149
ARERFESE Your Ref.  : HAD YTMDC 13-30/1/1 Pt. BEEE Tel. © 2629 0590
A FESE Our Ref. © (35)in L/M (2) to OMB/DI/236 Pt.1I ~ HHf Date : 9.7.2014

Annex 4

Miss Martha Fung

Secretary

Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee
Yau Tsim Mong District Council ~ o
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices E; F‘jF !DE'ETgA'
30 Luen Wan Street -
Kowloon

24/2014

Dear Miss Fung,

15" Meeting of Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee
of Yau Tsim Mong District Council

Thank you for your letter of 4 July 2014.

2. You relayed to us District Council Members Mr Wong Kin San’s and Ms Wong
Shu Ming’s invitation to the captioned meeting on 17 July 2014 to discuss our direct
investigation into Government’s regulatory measures and enforcement actions against
street obstruction by shops.

3. We should explain that our job after completion of an investigation is to
monitor the implementation of our recommendations by the department(s) concerned,
and we do so by way of straight communication with the department(s) rather than in a
public forum. It is, therefore, in appropriate for us to attend the captioned meeting.

5. Please relay our appreciation to Mr Wong and Ms Wong for their support of our
work.

Yours sincerely,

4

(Joanne Yip)
for The Ombudsman

; ; Conﬁ;’%g%;iel
BT RAE T 168-200 Stln 038 i AR E 30 4
30/F, China Merchants Tower, Shun Tak Centre, 168200 Connaught Road Central, Hong Kong
Home Page: http://www.ombudsman.hk
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食物及環境衞生委員會第24/2014號文件
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ELIW H!GHWAYS DEPARTMENT Urgent by Fax and Post = =

n‘ URBAN REGION (KOWLOON) 2722 7696 HECUR)
13™ FLOOR. NAN FUNG COMMERCIAL CENTRE - s |
' 19 LAM LOK STREET, KOWLOON BAY, KOWLOON JURRESRE /LI
Web site : hup//www.hyd.gov.hk ik D U ik
HI4E © hap://www.hyd.gov.hk
[ ) Annex 15
HEHHE Our Ref.: (KLRDO)HyD UK/12-14/3/76 (MMK)
TFUKYR Your Ref.: ‘
W AETel. No.: 2707 7282 29/2014
Bl Fax No.: 2758 3394
9 July 2014

Yau Tsim Mong District Council

4/F, Mong Kok Government Officcs,
30 Leun Wan Strcet, Mong Kok, Kowloon
(Attn: Ms Martha FUNG Secretary, YTMFEHC)

Dear Madam,

The 15™ Meeting of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee of

Yau Tsim Mong District Council on 17.7.2014

I refer to your email dated 2.7.2014 regarding the subject meeting.

Please be advised that our Chief Technical Officer (Mong Kok), YU Tik-fung

(4B 2B (EEA) : RIKEE) of this Regional Office will attend the subject meeting on

17.7.2014. [n response to the submitted papcr I append below our written reply in
Chinese for your information.

*%“EE“K# - A ISR RBP4 E P R e 7 S SR R o P A=A 4 B EE
BrEEN THUS ) RETBR TR, FE -

IS ETE - T IMT ) RENHDKRAER T TS ) BB - AT ERNENR
i) REELEBHLRRTOKE))  RBRIERIETRRA 2IF € - B f5aT
FRFAAERGH RBEUIRGSR - ST IHEER "8F ) REBESTT

c.C.

Internal

Yours faithfully,

v'S

(TFYu)
for Chief Highway Engineer/Kowloon /g
’ Highways Department <

DFEH (Attn: Mr LUI Sai-tat) Fax: 2191 6072
CE/MS, DSD (Attn: Mr Chris W W LAM, E/K7) Fax: 2771 9640

SE/PR, CTO/MK, DE/MK, MIs/MK

J! s
i,
180 0001 5 2000 130 14801 : 2004

Contificate No.; CC 108 CanMficate Now: CEIAIM
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Annex 16

29/2014
Urgent By Fax
MEMO ’

From Chief Engineer/Mainland South, DSD To Yau Tsim Mong District Council
Ref. (304771)  In MSI12/MK/5/0 (Amn: Ms Martha FUNG ' )
Tel. No. 2300 1519 Email
Fax. No. 2771 9640 Your Ref. m YTMDC/13-10/13/12
Email dated Fax No. 2722 7696
Date ‘ 7 July 2014 Total Pages 2

15" FEHC Meeting of YTMDC
Submission of Discussion Paper

I refer to your email dated 272014 enclosing the discussion paper from Yau Tsim Mong
District Councillor Ms. WONG Shu Ming tifled “SRIERSEEETHEELRL. Please note my
reply to the paper in both Chinese and English for your further action.

o HEE:

KB B SR ERFRERAN T B2 eI BRIRERBE T
Hﬁﬁ’:‘%i?ﬁ%iﬁiﬁillﬁ‘?ﬁﬁ?ﬁiﬁ%?ﬁ%%ﬁ%m g EARA WESE— S R
FREHELA RS R ST EETRURE ) IWEHEREE BYERERE
SRASTHEGN TR 17 O s LT SR BN - REEDT:

AEBHiBE 3 EA Wiﬁﬁqﬁﬂmlﬁﬁﬁﬁsiﬁiﬁwﬁ%E%D%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ’ﬂ
s o SAT  BRERCIATREET A Nt A BEEEE
BB s E TR AR BT R OKR 1% SRR B B IR R E AR
KEEHES  FBEREERARIRILES -

AR  STEME 2300 1519 gAE TREEMEE R -
® English Reply:

[ refer to your email enclosing the paper titled veE e EE A TR B R dated 2.7.2014
from Ms. WONG Shu Ming, Yau T sim Mong District Councillor regarding the
effectiveness of the special gully gratings installed by Highways Department in alleviating
rodent problem and the proposed further replacement of special gully gratings at the
section of Canton Road between Fife Street and Mong Kok Road and also at Cheung Wong
Road. Ms. WONG also invited Highways Department, Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department and this department to discuss the issue at the coming meeting on 17.7.2014.
Please note my response below:

This Department has not received any complaints about chokage of our drains due to
blockage of roadside gullies in the past 3 months. Nevertheless, the design, construction
and maintenance of roadside gullies are under the jurisdiction of Highways Department. I
trust that Highways Department could advise on the relevant complaint figures, the
effectiveness of the special gully gratings in alleviating rodent problem and the proposal of
further replacement of special pully gratings.
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For further queries, please feel free to contact Engineer Mr. LAM Wai-wah at telephone

n0.2300 1519.
ne no. 2300 1519 for further queries.

St Dot Dl

(WWLAM) é\
for Chief Engineer/Mainland South
Drainage Services Department

2. Please feel free to contact me at telepho

c.C.
CHE/K, HyD
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