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Opening Remarks 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Members and representatives from government 

departments to the meeting.  He reported as follows: 

 

 (i) Mr Mohammad Munir KHAN, Police Communication Relations Officer 

(Yau Tsim) of the Hong Kong Police Force (“HKPF”), was absent due to 

other commitments.  Mr FUNG Ka-yin, Station Sergeant (Tsim Sha Tsui 

Task Force) and Mr FAN Ka-fai, Sergeant of Police Community 

Relations Office (Yau Tsim District) stood in for him at the meeting. 

 

 (ii) Mr LUK Kwok-po, Chief Estate Officer/Kowloon of the Lands 

Department (“LandsD”) was absent due to other commitments.  Mr 

CHAN Hoi-sing, Principal Estate Officer/Kowloon West (South) stood in 

for him at the meeting. 

 

Item 1: Confirmation of Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

2. The Secretariat had received from Mr Derek HUNG a proposal for amendment 
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to the minutes of the last meeting.  The relevant document (see Annex 1) was 

distributed at the meeting for Members’ information. 

 

3. The amended minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 

 

Item 2: To Request Government Departments to Address Air-conditioner 

Dripping Nuisance 

  (YTMFEHC Paper No. 27/2013)                               

 

Item 3: Air-conditioner Dripping Nuisance 

  (YTMFEHC Paper No. 28/2013)                               

 

4. The Chairman indicated that as items 2 and 3 were both related to the nuisance 

of water dripping from air-conditioners, he proposed that the two be discussed 

together.  There was no objection. 

 

5. The Chairman said that the written responses (Annexes 2 and 3) of the Food and 

Environmental Hygiene Department (“FEHD”) had been faxed to Members for 

perusal before the meeting.  He then welcomed Mr LI Ka-kei, District 

Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) and Mr WONG Kam-wah, 

District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Yau Tsim) of the FEHD to join the 

discussion. 

 

6. Mr JO Chun-wah supplemented the contents of the paper.  He urged the 

relevant departments to step up enforcement and impose heavier penalties to 

effectively abate the nuisance of water dripping from air-conditioners in the district. 

 

(Ms KO Po-ling joined the meeting at 2:35 p.m.) 

 

(Ms KWAN Sau-ling and Ms CHENG So-ngor joined the meeting at 2:36 p.m.) 

 

7. Mr WONG Kam-wah indicated that the FEHD had all along been concerned 

about the problem of water dripping from air-conditioners in the Yau Tsim Mong 

(“YTM”) District.  Upon receipt of complaints from members of the public, the 

FEHD would send staff to carry out investigations as soon as possible.  In addition, 

to identify the source of water dripping, the FEHD would conduct special operations 

in summer to inspect black spots of water dripping from air-conditioners, such as 

Argyle Street, Nathan Road and Haiphong Road, and advise or warn the persons 

concerned to rectify the problem.  If necessary, the FEHD officers would issue 

nuisance notices to occupants of the flats. 

 

8.  Mr HUI Tak-leung said that water dripping from air-conditioners was a 

long-standing problem in the district and caused serious nuisance to the public.  He 

understood that the FEHD encountered certain difficulties in evidence collection and 

law enforcement when combating the problem.  He hoped the FEHD could amend 

the law, enhance enforcement efficiency and issue fixed-penalty notices to the persons 

concerned to achieve deterrent effects. 

 

(Mr Benjamin CHOI and Mr Chris IP joined the meeting at 2:40 p.m.) 
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9.  Mr LAU Pak-kei said that the problem of water dripping from air-conditioners 

was also found in old buildings in Tai Kok Tsui (e.g. Tai Kok Tsui Road and Fuk Lee 

Street) and had been a plague to residents.  He hoped the FEHD could step up 

enforcement and actively inspect black spots in the district to continuously improve 

the situation. 

 

10.  Mr Barry WONG remarked that the problem of dripping air-conditioners was a 

long-standing nuisance in the YTM District with the problem being most serious in 

the vicinity of Nathan Road.  He wanted to know the number of complaints 

concerning dripping nuisance from air-conditioners in the district and the practice of 

the FEHD in handling such complaints. 

 

(Mr John WONG joined the meeting at 2:44 p.m.) 

 

11. Mr HAU Wing-cheong said that the nuisance from dripping air-conditioners 

was also found in famous tourist spots in the district including the Mong Kok 

Pedestrian Precinct, Fa Yuen Street, Ladies’ Market and Goldfish Market.  He agreed 

that the department should amend the law as soon as possible to tackle the problem of 

dripping air-conditioners more effectively. 

  

12. Ms KWAN Sau-ling strongly requested the department to plug the legal 

loophole as soon as possible and raise the penalties to seriously punish offenders who 

had created nuisance from dripping air-conditioners.  

 

13. Mr WONG Kin-san requested the FEHD to proactively follow up the views 

stated in the papers submitted by Members and to continue easing the problem of 

water dripping from air-conditioners.  Moreover, he appreciated the two incumbent 

Environmental Hygiene Superintendents of the Yau Tsim and Mong Kok Districts for 

improving the environmental hygiene of the community and hoped the FEHD could 

continue to deploy manpower flexibly in the work. 

 

14. Ms KO Po-ling said that most new housing estates were well designed and there 

were no serious dripping problems from air-conditioners.  However, there were 

many old and dilapidated buildings in the YTM District where the nuisance of water 

dripping from air-conditioners was more serious.  She wanted to know whether the 

FEHD had measures to improve the situation of dripping air-conditioners and urged 

the department to strengthen communication with private property management 

agents (“PMAs”) or owners’ corporations to assist property owners to deal with such 

kind of nuisance.  She also asked whether the FEHD had sufficient manpower for 

law enforcement to curb the problem of dripping air-conditioners. 

 

15. Ms LAM Wai-lung urged the FEHD to enhance enforcement efficiency and 

resolve the problem of dripping air-conditioners in the district as soon as possible with 

a view to improving environmental hygiene and maintaining the tourism image of 

Hong Kong. 

 

16. Mr Chris IP suggested that the FEHD establish a reporting mechanism to let the 

public report water dripping nuisance from air-conditioners, in addition to proactive 

law enforcement.  The FEHD should also handle complaints promptly by 

streamlining investigation and prosecution processes.  
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17. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo said that the YTM District was a commercial and 

residential area as well as a popular tourist spot.  Therefore, the FEHD should handle 

the problem of dripping air-conditioners in the district properly to reduce the nuisance 

caused to residents and tourists.  He enquired about the number of prosecution cases 

initiated by the FEHD concerning water dripping nuisance from air-conditioners in 

the previous year.  He requested the department to step up enforcement and 

implement more effective measures to constantly improve the situation of dripping 

air-conditioners. 

 

18. Mr WONG Kam-wah reiterated that apart from handling complaints from the 

public, the FEHD also sent staff to inspect the black spots of dripping air-conditioners 

in the district every week.  They would advise or warn the offenders and even issue 

nuisance notices to the occupants of the flats if necessary.  He added that water 

dripping from air-conditioners was primarily caused by the lack or blockage of drain 

pipes of air-conditioners.  Therefore, the FEHD suggested installing drain pipes for 

air-conditioners in old buildings and buildings under renovation to resolve the 

problem completely. 

 

19. Mr WONG Kam-wah said that the FEHD needed a few working days on 

average to handle each complaint of dripping air-conditioners.  The department 

would send staff to the flat concerned to conduct investigations at the time when 

nuisance was reported to be found.  He further said that it was fairly difficult to 

handle complaints of dripping air-conditioners in subdivided flats, e.g. it was difficult 

for FEHD staff to enter the unit to collect evidence.  Under such a situation, the 

FEHD would continue to contact the flat owner concerned to follow up the complaint. 

 

(Mr Francis CHONG joined the meeting at 3:02 p.m.) 

 

20. Mr LI Ka-kei responded as follows: 

 

(i) The FEHD was empowered to issue a nuisance notice to the person 

causing water dripping nuisance from air-conditioners under the Public 

Health and Municipal Services Ordinance.  If the source of nuisance 

could not be identified, the FEHD would serve the notice on the occupant 

of the flat, requiring him to abate the dripping nuisance within a specified 

period. 

(ii) The FEHD had always kept an eye on black spots of dripping 

air-conditioners in the YTM District (such as Nathan Road, Argyle Street 

and Mong Kok Pedestrian Precinct).  The FEHD would conduct special 

inspections in black spots during summer to identify the source of water 

dripping and issue advisory letters or nuisance notices to the occupants 

of the flats concerned.  The FEHD would continue to flexibly deploy its 

manpower to proactively follow up the problem of water dripping from 

air-conditioners in the district. 
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(iii) He suggested that Members should appeal to owners of old buildings in 

the district to take the chance of rehabilitation to install drainage facilities 

on their external walls so as to completely resolve dripping nuisance from 

air-conditioners.  

(iv) The FEHD had implemented the “Scheme of Participation by Property 

Management Agents in Tackling Dripping Air-conditioners” (“the 

scheme”).  The aim was to solicit participation from PMAs in handling 

complaints on dripping air-conditioners and abating the dripping nuisance 

in housing estates through their routine management duties.  He took the 

Hoi Fu Court, one of the participating estates as an example.  The FEHD 

had worked with the PMA of Hoi Fu Court to successfully resolve a 

number of cases concerning the problem of water dripping from 

air-conditioners in the estate.  He appealed to other estates in the district 

to actively participate in the scheme. 

 

21. Mr Barry WONG asked the FEHD about the number of complaints received 

about water dripping from air-conditioners in the district and the number of advisory 

letters issued to offenders in the past two years. 

 

22. Mr HAU Wing-cheong remarked that there were many single tenement 

buildings with no PMAs in the district.  He hoped that the FEHD would strengthen 

its support for the households in those buildings and help them solve the problem of 

dripping air-conditioners in individual flats. 

 

23. Mr Derek HUNG proposed that the installation and maintenance of discharge 

facilities of air-conditioners be included under the Minor Works Control System to 

ensure that the air-conditioning facilities could meet the requirements.  He also 

hoped that the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department would require   

air-conditioner manufacturers to equip air-conditioners with drain pipes so as to 

prevent water dripping. 

 

24. Mr WONG Kam-Wah responded that in the previous year, the FEHD had 

received 2 335 complaints about dripping nuisance from air-conditioners in the YTM 

District, with 1 152 complaints in Mong Kok and 1 183 complaints in Yau Tsim.  In 

the first five months of 2013, the problem of water dripping from air-conditioners had 

alleviated.  The FEHD only received 196 complaints about dripping nuisance from 

air-conditioners in Mong Kok and 288 complaints in Yau Tsim.  In addition, a total 

of 870 advisory letters were issued to occupants/owners who were suspected of 

causing dripping nuisance from air-conditioners during the period when FEHD staff 

carried out routine inspections.  He added that the problem of water dripping was 

less serious in new models of air-conditioners in the market which could dispose of 

condensed water by evaporation. 

 

25. The Chairman urged the FEHD to proactively monitor black spots in the district 

to continue improving the situation of water dripping from air-conditioners. 
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Agenda Item 4: Concern Over Safety of Imported Food Products  

(YTMFEHC Paper No. 29/2013) 

 

26. The Chairman said that the written response (Annex 4) of the Centre for Food 

Safety (“CFS”) of the FEHD had been faxed to Members for perusal before the 

meeting.  He then welcomed Mr LI Ka-kei, District Environmental Hygiene 

Superintendent (Mong Kok) and Mr WONG Kam-wah, District Environmental 

Hygiene Superintendent (Yau Tsim) of the FEHD to join the discussion. 

 

27. Ms KWAN Sau-ling supplemented the contents of the paper.  She urged the 

Customs and Excise Department (“C&ED”) and relevant departments to step up 

enforcement actions and maintain stringent control against illegal import of food.  

She also asked the CFS to step up inspection of imported food for the protection of 

public health. 

 

28. Mr LI Ka-kei supplemented the written response as follows: 

 

 (i) The Government was very concerned about food safety in Hong Kong.  

The CFS took food samples at import, wholesale and retail levels for 

testing.  According to the risk of the food, it would decide the groups and 

quantities of samples to be taken, the number of times of test, as well as 

the laboratory tests to be carried out. 

 

 (ii) There was a three-tier approach to food surveillance, which consisted of 

routine food surveillance, targeted food surveillance and seasonal food 

surveillance.  The CFS also conducted surveys on popular food items to 

assess the safety of food items commonly consumed by the public. 

 

 (iii) In 2012, the CFS took about 65 000 food samples for testing.  The 

overall satisfactory rate was as high as 99.8%, with only 132 samples 

being unsatisfactory.  If the result of food test was unsatisfactory, the 

CFS would take immediate action to protect public health. 

 

 (iv) To prevent and control food hazards, the CFS closely monitored food 

incidents which occurred in Hong Kong, the Mainland and other countries 

on a daily basis and took due measures accordingly.  If batches of 

problem food products were found to have entered Hong Kong, the CFS 

would issue food alerts on the same day and advise the trade to stop 

selling the problem food products.  The CFS would also deploy staff to 

conduct checks in the market and to confirm that the affected batches of 

food products were not sold in Hong Kong.  If importers or retailers 

continued to sell the batches of problem food products, the FEHD might 

impound the shops concerned and confiscate the suspected problem food 

products  according to the Food Safety Ordinance. 

 

 (v) The CFS would announce the test results of the Food Surveillance 

Programme through press releases and its website for the public’s 

----- 
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reference in order to raise the public’s confidence in the safety of local 

food. 

 

29. Mr Benjamin CHOI said the CFS should ensure food safety at the import level 

through the C&ED and other relevant departments which could check that imported 

food products comply with the statutory standards of Hong Kong so that problem 

food products were shut out of the local market.  Also, he opined that the CFS 

should not ignore individual test samples that were found unsatisfactory and should 

continuously raise the local food safety level. 

 

30. Mr LI Ka-kei responded as follows: 

 

 (i) Apart from contamination of the food source, there were also other factors 

leading to problem food products and thereby failure to comply with the 

safety indicators of the CFS.  Therefore, besides ensuring that imported 

food products comply with the statutory standards, the CFS would also 

continue to take food samples for testing at wholesale and retail levels.  

He went on to explain the causes of problem food products using the 

examples of meat, poultry and their products, as well as milk, dairy 

products and frozen confections. 

 

 (ii) The CFS found 28 samples of meat, poultry and their products 

unsatisfactory in 2012.  Under the law, preservatives including sulphur 

dioxide, nitrite and nitrate were not permitted in fresh or frozen meat.  

However, in order to attract consumers, some merchants illegally added 

sulphur dioxide to the meat to retain the desirable cherry-red colour of 

fresh meat.  Some samples breached the regulations of the relevant 

ordinance because of the presence of sulphur dioxide. 

 

 (iii) The CFS found 42 samples of milk, dairy products and frozen confections 

unsatisfactory in 2012.  Besides the possible problems in the raw 

materials themselves, the failure to thoroughly clean and sanitise the 

production facilities and tools was also a possible reason which caused the 

excessive amount of bacteria (such as salmonella and staphylococcus 

aureus). 

 

 (iv) Although 132 samples were found unsatisfactory in the food sample test 

in 2012, the overall satisfactory rate was as high as 99.8%, reflecting that 

the local food safety level was rather high. 

 

(The Hon James TO joined the meeting at 3:29 p.m.) 

 

31. Ms LAM Wai-lung mentioned the food establishments and retail shops with 

Southeast Asian features in Chungking Mansions.  She called on the CFS to monitor 

the food safety and hygiene problems of the food establishments and shops and to 

strengthen efforts against unlicensed restaurants in Chungking Mansions. 
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(Mr HAU Wing-cheong left the meeting at 3:30 p.m.) 

 

32. The Hon James TO enquired the FEHD whether it had established any 

mechanism to control imported seafood. 

 

33. Mr Derek HUNG would like to know whether the CFS would regularly review 

the food groups to be sampled for targeted food surveillance, seasonal food 

surveillance and surveys on popular food items.  He urged the CFS to expand the 

scope of tests so as to enhance food safety more effectively. 

 

34. Mr LI Ka-kei responded as follows:  

 

(i)  Under the current legislation, imported seafood was not subject to prior 

approval from the FEHD.  Marine products imported through normal 

channels (such as Man Kam To Control Point) would be randomly tested 

by the CFS at the point of entry.   

 

(ii) In view of the fact that seafood and poultry eggs were common food items 

in Hong Kong, the FEHD planned to include the two food groups in the 

scope of control in import after the implementation of the Food Safety 

Ordinance to further protect food safety. 

 

(iii) The FEHD would continue to deploy officers to inspect the unlicensed 

restaurants in Chungking Mansions and to take appropriate enforcement 

operation. 

 

(iv)  In formulating the Food Surveillance Programme, the CFS would consider 

several factors, including previous food surveillance results, local, 

Mainland and overseas food incidents and related food risk analyses, in 

order to decide the sampling work in the following year.  In addition, the 

CFS would consult the Expert Committee on Food Safety on the test items 

of the Food Surveillance Programme before implementation. 

 

35. Mr WONG Kam-wah responded that the CFS would regularly take food 

samples from the restaurants and retailers in Chungking Mansions to ensure that the 

food sold there met the statutory standard. 

 

36. Ms KWAN Sau-ling worried that problem lime-preserved eggs from the 

Mainland would enter Hong Kong and pose health hazards.  She urged the CFS to 

take immediate action. 

 

37. Mr WONG Kam-wah indicated that the CFS, having learned about the use of 

copper sulphate by processors in the Mainland in the production of lime-preserved 

eggs, had immediately asked the related departments in the Mainland for the export 

information of those eggs in order to confirm whether they had been imported for sale 

in the local market.  He added that the CFS had conducted routine sample tests on 

lime-preserved eggs and it was safe to consume them. 

 

Item 5: Concern over Rat and Mosquito Infestation and Cleanliness of Storm 

Water Drains and Back Lanes in Tai Kok Tsui District 
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  (YTMFEHC Paper No. 30/2013)                                   

 

Item 6: Rampant Rodent Problem in Shops along Cheung Wong Road 

  (YTMFEHC Paper No. 31/2013)                                   

 

38. The Chairman indicated that as items 5 and 6 were both related to rodent 

infestation and cleanliness of storm water drains, he proposed that the two be 

discussed together.  There was no objection. 

 

(Mr SHUM Chu-wah left the meeting at 3:40 p.m.) 

 

39. The Chairman indicated that the written responses (Annexes 5 to 8) of the 

FEHD, Drainage Services Department and Highways Department had been faxed to 

Members for perusal before the meeting.  He then welcomed Mr LI KA-kei, District 

Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok) of the FEHD to join the 

discussion. 

 

40. Ms WONG Shu-ming supplemented the contents of the paper.  She pointed out 

that rodent infestation was a long-standing problem in the market at Cheung Wong 

Road.  She urged the FEHD to improve the sanitary condition by strengthening the 

cleansing of drains in the vicinity of the market and removing the refuse in the drains.  

Moreover, she requested the FEHD to use better bait to increase the effectiveness of 

attracting and trapping rats. 

 

41. Mr LAU Pak-kei supplemented the contents of the paper.  He indicated that 

there was mosquito infestation in Lok Kwan Street Park and Chui Yu Road (near 

Metro Harbour View and the disciplined services quarters) and also rodent problem in 

Tai Kok Tsui Market.  He requested the FEHD to strengthen cleansing the storm 

water drains near Chui Yu Road and Sham Mong Road and to spray larvicidal oil to 

prevent breeding of mosquitoes and eliminate odour emissions.  He continued that 

with the temperature increase in summer, the situation of rodent and mosquito 

infestation and sanitary condition of drains might deteriorate in Tai Kok Tsui.  He 

hoped the FEHD would keep a closer eye on the problems. 

 

42. Mr Benjamin CHOI supplemented the contents of the paper.  He remarked that 

the refuse and food waste disposed of in rear lanes by some restaurants in Tai Kok 

Tsui had indirectly became the food source for rodents.  He urged the FEHD to keep 

the community clean by requesting the restaurants to tackle the problem and 

enhancing inspection of rear lanes and roads in the district.  He also indicated that 

there were many rodents taking shelter inside the suspended ceiling of the Tai Kok 

Tsui Municipal Services Building.  To eliminate harbourage for rodents, he 

suggested that the FEHD should stop using suspended ceilings in future building 

rehabilitation works or use transparent suspended ceilings. 

 

43. Mr HUI Tak-leung requested the FEHD to solve the appalling problem of rodent 

infestation in the YTM district.  He suggested that the related departments should 

make reference to the drainage design of other countries and to repair damaged storm 

water drains as soon as possible to make it difficult for rodents to take shelter.  

Moreover, he requested the FEHD to keep an eye on the hygiene condition of 

unoccupied hawker stalls as well as the accumulation of cardboard on the street. 
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44. Mr LI Ka-kei responded as follows: 

 

(i) An effective strategy to tackle rodent infestation was to eliminate their 

food sources and harbourage.  However, the markets of Cheung Wong 

Road and Canton Road had provided food and harbourage for rodents, 

bringing obstacles to the FEHD’s rodent control measures. 

 

(ii) In July, the FEHD just sent letters to the commercial tenants in the vicinity 

of Canton Road and Nelson Street, advising them to handle refuse 

properly, keep the public area within six metres of their shops clear and 

not to occupy pavements for placing articles.  The FEHD would step up 

enforcement on 16 July and take out prosecution against non-compliant 

shops which failed to rectify the irregularities after repeated requests.  

Depending on the result of the operation, the FEHD would consider 

carrying out similar enforcement actions at Cheung Wong Road. 

 

(iii) The FEHD welcomed Members to give opinions on baits.  To effectively 

control rodent infestation, the pest control service contractors of the 

FEHD placed rodent cage traps and baits at suitable spots in the district 

every day, and change the types of baits on a regular basis to better attract 

rodents.  He reiterated that only when commercial tenants had 

self-discipline and handled refuse properly would food sources of rodents 

be eliminated and rodent infestation effectively controlled. 

 

(iv) The FEHD had already prepared promotion banners to advise dog owners 

to behave themselves in controlling dog fouling as discussed at the 

previous meeting.  After the meeting, he would arrange for FEHD staff 

to inspect dog fouling black spots in Tai Kok Tsui with Members and 

discuss how to solve the environmental hygiene problems of rodent and 

mosquito infestation. 

 

45. The Chairman suggested that the FEHD refer to the minutes of previous FEHC 

meetings and adopt more effective rodent disinfestation methods. 

 

46. Ms WONG Shu-ming praised Mr LI Ka-kei, District Environmental Hygiene 

Superintendent (Mong Kok) of the FEHD for his proactive approach in handling 

environmental hygiene problems in the community.  She urged the cleansing service 

contractors of the FEHD to increase the frequency of cleansing the outfalls in the 

vicinity of Cheung Wong Road Market in order to further improve the cleanliness.  

Also, she requested the FEHD to step up enforcement and tackle the problem of 

unauthorised extension of business area by shops in Cheung Wong Road Market.  

She also hoped the FEHD could conduct large-scale anti-rodent operations promptly 

to eliminate rodent infestation in Mong Kok effectively. 

 

47. Ms WONG Shu-ming considered the anti-rodent measures proposed by the 

FEHD’s Pest Control Advisory Section outdated.  The authorities also failed to 

effectively improve the design of outfalls in Hong Kong to reduce the harbourage of 

rodents.  She reiterated that the baits used by the FEHD could not effectively attract 
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and trap rodents. 

 

48. Mr JO Chun-wah indicated that there were many food establishments in Jordan 

and they became food sources for rodents, creating rodent infestation in the residential 

areas nearby.  He urged the FEHD to adopt more effective anti-rodent measures to 

minimise rodent nuisance to the public. 

 

49. Ms KWAN Sau-ling supported the FEHD’s action plan to control rodent 

infestation.  To prevent and control rodent infestation more effectively, she suggested 

that the FEHD consider offering cash awards to members of the public who 

successfully caught rodents.  Besides, to create a deterrent effect, she suggested that 

the FEHD follow the Spanish Government’s policy of locating non-compliant dog 

owners from the pet database and mail penalty tickets together with the dog droppings 

left on the street back to them. 

 

50. Mr CHOI Vai-hung indicated that in Mong Kok and Tai Kok Tsui, some 

hawkers and operators of food establishments prepared food at concealed rear lanes 

illegally and the food waste they left behind caused rodent infestation.  He urged the 

FEHD to step up inspection at rear lanes of the district and take out prosecution 

against non-complaint shops to maintain environmental hygiene. 

 

51. Mr LAU Pak-kei suggested that the FEHD place dog excreta collection bins in 

Tai Kok Tsui (including Chui Yu Road and Sham Mong Road) as soon as possible to 

meet dog owners’ needs. 

 

52. Ms LAM Wai-lung considered food establishments’ indiscriminate disposal of 

food waste one of the major causes of rodent infestation.  She hoped the FEHD 

could enhance publicity and education, appealing food premises to clean up food 

waste and refuse properly. 

 

53. The Chairman said that there were environmental hygiene problems in the area 

underneath the Ferry Street Flyover in YMT where many street sleepers and drug 

abusers congregated.  He urged the FEHD and relevant departments to keep an eye 

on the situation and continue to improve the environment of the community. 

 

54. Mr LI Ka-kei welcomed Members’ views on the quantity and locations of dog 

excreta collection bins and dog latrines.  He also said that the FEHD would deploy 

staff to follow up the matter.  The FEHD would also regularly inspect rear lanes for 

any problems of illegal food preparation by food establishments and take appropriate 

enforcement actions. 

  

55. Mr WONG Kam-wah replied that the FEHD would arrange cleansing operations 

to address the environmental hygiene problem at the area underneath the Ferry Street 

Flyover and conduct meetings with the LandsD, HKPF, Social Welfare Department 

and Yau Tsim Mong District Office to discuss resolutions to the problem.  In addition, 

he said that the FEHD would send staff to Chungking Mansions to advise operators of 

food establishments to process food waste in a proper way and maintain a hygienic 

environment.  He added that he had taken note of Ms KWAN Sau-ling’s suggestion 

and undertook that the FEHD would continue to follow up the problems of rodent 

infestation and dog fouling in the district. 
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56. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo agreed that the FEHD should revise the design of drains 

by referring to the experience of other countries with a view to minimising rodent 

infestation.  He asked the FEHD to carry out improvement works in certain areas first 

and then extend the works to all districts if the effect was profound. 

 

57. The Chairman hoped the FEHD could respond to Members’ demand by 

continuously improving rodent and mosquito infestation as well as the cleanliness of 

drains in the YTM District to make it a safe place to live and work.  

 

Item 7: Concern over the Impact of Government’s “Blueprint for Sustainable 

Use of Resources 2013-2022” on People’s Livelihood 

  (YTMFEHC Paper No. 32/2013)                                   

 

58. The Chairman said that the joint written response of the Environment Bureau 

(“ENB”) and Environmental Protection Department (Annex 9) had been faxed to 

Members for perusal before the meeting. 

 

(Mr Francis CHONG left the meeting at 4:15 p.m.) 

 

59. Mr WONG Kin-san supplemented the contents of the paper.  He supported the 

ENB to achieve the target of reducing the overall waste disposal rate by 40% in a 

decade by various measures.  He indicated that with the shelving of the landfill 

extension and waste incineration project, the pressure on the society to reduce waste 

would increase.  Many people were worried about the financial burden posed by the 

proposed volume-based charging for municipal solid waste (MSW).  He hoped that 

the ENB could explain the details of the Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources to 

the public to allay public concern. 

 

60. Mr Francis YEUNG supplemented the contents of the written response.  He said 

that the ENB had commissioned the Council for Sustainable Development to launch 

public engagement exercises to consult different stakeholders on the implementation 

of the volume-based MSW charging scheme. 

 

61. Ms KO Po-ling supported the ENB's Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources 

and agreed that environmental protection was a matter of extreme urgency.  However, 

she revealed that most members of the public and stakeholders had inadequate 

knowledge of the Blueprint and worried that the public might not welcome the 

volume-based MSW charging scheme.  She doubted if the ENB could mobilise the 

community to achieve a 40% reduction in waste disposal in a decade. 

 

62. Ms KWAN Sau-ling said that when introducing the MSW charging scheme or 

other policies on waste reduction, the Government should study more international 

practices and provide comprehensive logistics support.  The Government, for 

example, while encouraging PMAs and residents to place waste separation facilities in 

the buildings, should regularly send staff to help collect waste and provide incentives to 

attract local waste recyclers to collect separated waste.  All those initiatives could 

help achieve the target of waste reduction more effectively.  
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63. The Chairman asked how the ENB would collaborate with District Councils on 

the Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources.  He hoped the Bureau would 

strengthen publicity on the blueprint to enhance public awareness on the 

comprehensive waste management by the strategy of a 40% reduction in waste 

disposal in the coming ten years. 

 

64. Mr WONG Kin-san reflected that as certain single tenement buildings in the 

YTM District did not have PMAs, the ENB might not be able to effectively implement 

the MSW charging and waste recycling schemes in such buildings.  He suggested 

that the Government give additional support to the households of those buildings and 

consider providing assistance to low-income families so as to relieve their financial 

burden caused by the volume-based MSW charging scheme.  In addition, he doubted 

whether the proposed charging scheme could cover tourists who generated solid 

waste. 

 

65. Mr Francis YEUNG said that the Council for Sustainable Development would 

give due consideration to Members’ views expressed at the meeting. 

 

66. There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 4:28 p.m.  
The next meeting would be held at 2:30 p.m. on 26 September 2013. 

 

 

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat 

August 2013 
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Proposed Amendment to the Draft Minutes of 

the 8
th

 Meeting of Food and Environmental Hygiene Committee 

held on 30
 
May 2013 

Yau Tsim Mong District Council (2012-2015) 

 

 

To add a paragraph after paragraph 49: 

 

Original text: “Ms CHAN Man-yee pointed out that a food establishment 

in the vicinity of Public Squares Street……to eliminate 

food sources of feral birds.” 

 

Proposed amendment: “Ms CHAN Man-yee pointed out that a food establishment 

in the vicinity of Public Squares Street……to eliminate 

food sources of feral birds. 

 

After the discussion of this agenda item, Mr Derek HUNG 

discussed with the Vice-chairman and got approval from 

him to submit a supplementary paper.  The content of the 

paper was as follows: Since the population growth of feral 

birds at urban districts was rapid, causing nuisance and 

affecting environmental hygiene, I had in the past put forth 

suggestions at the YTMDC and listened to the views of 

members of the public who cared about the situation.  

Two proposals were now raised for the relevant 

government departments to consider and study their 

feasibilities: 

 

1. Building a large cage like the “aviary” at Kowloon 

Park to attract feral birds.  After entering the large 

cage, the birds would be kept and fed, so they could 

live in comfort for the rest of their lives and the 

number of feral birds in urban districts would be 

reduced. 

 

2. Building a bird farm at a proper location in the New 

Territories to keep feral birds trapped in urban 

districts.  Professional officers would be employed 

to keep and manage the feral birds trapped to control 

their breeding rate, in order to solve environmental 

hygiene problems caused by feral birds in the district 

effectively.” 
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