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In Shenzhen Bay Port, mobile service inside the Hong Kong Portion
of the Passenger Terminal Building is now provided by indoor
transmitting stations of Hong Kong’s mobile networks. In the
outdoor area of the Shenzhen Bay Port, only the mobile service
provided by the Mainland’s mobile networks is available. To help
the public understand the use of Hong Kong mobile service at the
Shenzhen Bay Port, the Communications Authority has made
available a leaflet “Use of Mobile Phones at Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Western Corridor and Shenzhen Bay Port” for public information (see
Appendix). The leaflet can be downloaded from the website of the
Office of the Communications Authority.
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If the Hong Kong’s mobile service is required to cover the outdoor
area of the Hong Kong port area of Shenzhen Bay Port, outdoor
transmitting stations are necded to be installed. Gjven the proximity
between the Hong Kong port area and Shenzhen, it is technically
infeasible to stop these outdoor transmitting stations from extending
their radio coverage into a Shenzhen area outside Shenzhen Bay Port
(i.e. it cannot stop the Hong Kong's mobile service from extending its
service coverage to a Shenzhen arca outside Shenzhen Bay Port),
which will affect users of the Mainland’s mobile service. In the light
of the above technical issue, we cannot provide mobile service in
outdoor arca of Hong Kong port area of Shenzhen Bay Port.
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YTMDC Paper No.j24 /2012
(For information of mecting on 25.10.2012)

Rent allowance under the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme, and
the proposed Old Age Living Allowance

Purpose

The purposc of this papcr is Lo respond Lo the views of Mr CHHAN Wai-keung, District
Councillor, on the rent allowance under the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
Scheme, and to briefly introduce the proposed Old Age Living Allowance (OAILA).

CSSA rent allowance

2. The CSSA Scheme helps families in financial hardship meet basic nceds. Rent
allowance is payable to CSSA households for meeting accommodation expenses. The

3. Using the adjustment mechanism approved by the Legislative Council (LegCo) in
1998, the Government adjusts the maximum levels of the rent allowance (MRA) annually in
accordance with the movement of the Consumer Price Index (A) rent index for private housing.
The index is compiled by the Census and Statistics Department based on information collected
through a monthly sample survey on private rented houscholds, and is used to measure the
rental movements of private housing, including those of the relatively low expenditure
non-CSSA houscholds and houscholds residing in rooms/cubicles.

4. The Social Welfare Department (SWD) last increased the MRA by 5.7 per cent on |
February 2012 in accordance with the above mechanism. The prevailing MRA is set out at
Annex. We will continue to monitor the situation, and adjust the MRA in accordance with
the established mechanism.

6. The Chief Executive announced, at the LegCo Question and Answer session on 16
July 2012, that the Government would introduce OALA as an additional form of financial
assistance for Hong Kong (HK) elders aged 65 or above who were in need of financial
support, and that OALLA would be pitched at $2,200 per month.

7. OALA aims at alleviating poverty and supplementing the living expenses of needy
elders. Its applicants therefore must meet income and asset requirements. Meanwhile.



-2 -

HK' s population is rapidly ageing. It is estimated that the number of clders aged 65 or
above will surge from about 980 000 at present to 2.56 million in 2041, representing 30% of
the population at that time. It will put increasing pressure on our recurrent expenditure on
welfare and medical services. HK will also see a drastic increase in the elderly dependency
ratio and economic dependency ratio. This will pose immense challenge to our fiscal
sustainability in future. It is therefore necessary that a proper declaration mechanism with
prescribed income and asset requirements be put in place under OAILA so that our limited
public resources can be focused to help those who are in need.

8. The Government is committed to enhancing the support for needy elders. Given
the public’ s wish for a set of liberal and simple eligibility criteria, we have come o the
conscious decision to adopt the eligibility criteria of Normal Old Age Allowance, which are
familiar to elders and well established. In other words, OALA applicants must -

(a)  be aged 65 or above;

(b)  have been a HK resident for at least seven ycars, and have resided in HK
continuously for at least one year (with a grace period of 56 days) immediately
before the date of application (i.e. the one-year continuous residence rule); and

(c)  meet income and asset requirements.

9. In view of the large volume of potential applications at the initial stage of
implementation and to save elders the trouble of having to queue up at social sccurity field
units of SWD, we have devised a set of simplified application procedures for different types
of elders.

10. We now propose to set the effective date for OALA payment on the first day of the
month of the LegCo Finance Committee (FC)' s approval. In other words, for eligible
elders, the first OALA payment will include a lump sum payment in arrears counting from
that effective date, as well as the first regular monthly payment.

In. The Government will seek the approval of the FC on 26 October 2012. Subject to
the funding approval by FC in October 2012, SWD plans to formally launch OALA and start
receiving applications in March 2013.

Labour and Welfare Bureau
Social Welfare Department

October 2012



Maximum rates of the rent allowance (MRA)
under the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme

(93]

(October 2012)
Number of members
in the household Monthly MRA
eligible for CSSA
e 1 $1,335
2 $2,695
3 $3,520
4 $3,745
5 $3,750
6 or above $4,690

Annex
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The Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases of the Centre for Health
Protection, which comprises of medical experts from the private and public sectors as
well as academia, make recommendations on the target groups for seasonal influenza
vaccination annually based on a number of factors, including latest situation of influenza,
scientific evidence of influenza researches, local epidemiology and data, prevention and
control experience of health authorities of developed countries such as the United States,
the United Kingdom, Australia and Europe, health risk assessment of different groups of
people, etc., on top of the recommendations of the World Health Organization.
Recommended target groups are the high-risk groups, who have higher risk of
contracting influenza infection, having serious complications and death as a result of the
infection. As such, they should be prioritized to receive seasonal influenza vaccination.
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In deciding on the eligibility for free influenza vaccination under the Government
Vaccination Programme, the Government takes into account the recommendations of the
Scientific Committee on Vaccine Preventable Diseases, assessment of personal health
risks and the public health concemns such as prevention and control of outbreaks in
residential care homes, as well as the affordability of the vaccine recipients.

For those high-risk groups such as the chronically ill receiving Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA), elders and young children can receive free vaccination in
the public hospitals/clinics under the Govemment Vaccination Program. Furthermore, the
Government is providing free vaccination to the residents of residential care homes for
elderly and the disabled as well. Other high-risk groups such as healthcare workers,
poultry workers and those engaged in pig-slaughtering industry, they have been included
as target groups eligible for free influenza vaccination under the Government. Vaccination
Program, that aims to prevent co-infection of human influenza and avian influenza, or
swine flu, and reduce the risk of the new influenza virus arising. Under the Vaccination
Subsidy Schemes, elders and young children are eligible for subsidy by the Government
upon receiving vaccination in private clinics.



3, HRTHRS PR H R BB T A 0 MR A 24 /55
BEAERBI > TOERBATRE T MBI TE T RE S W5
D5 07 v B ) TE B SRR 7 BB 111 75 2 o 9B 0 4 20
(Q4)

B T B35 B9 A BAR (2125 2125)7024/) B B B 0 25 BRAS 41 » WEEYE
BEETAREALREME N EBRENA W ERER  GFE &
ERRECBREMER - REEEE2SHN - ONRABERAS
HHERs . |

EEFTRARIA - WEBMEBEP LOREGEITEL T T HEH
HRAE b WEBREAMEAWEFILE, CEEELEETE
A EREAN R REN SRR RENEEERREE  FOERE
ERRMEAESE HREES LERTEERREDY -

EH X EZRABERGF  SHZESERRENTNELESD
BEIH BLATERBENAREENRR - AABB b LAEE
MARRARES  REMBEAINNEFRA L BR B ELSE DL
MRE - FRERYEASE AN RS MR EEE RSBy
SEREFRNNBRNEMERS - ABFHBEREHM > £LR
BREKNBLETFES  LERAALETENE+ FHEBESELA
REEHEM - .

AR R AN BT AR R OB EE BNRES AR
CHBRREEYERTREESFEEREAY  BEHRATNEGH
MERENRYUSFHTHERE  RESENROESERRNSY
EREFLUNRESE . ;

REGE BT HEEESN - TREARSAFHEARBRENEE
ROV : REEFHR T HBREOREEEEZ OB 405 TR E &
RRBERBOR)  RELKAE - TEARRBEEE - BEKR
Ml - EEES - KBER - f



In addition to the existing telephone hotline (2125 2125) and the 24:hour health
education hotline, the Department of Health undertakes publicity and education on
influenza vaccination and related programmes/ schemes through various' means and
channels, including broadcasting of API on TV and Radio, arranging media interview
with experts, production and distribution of posters and leaflets, etc. Earlier this year in
July and September, Dr Thomas Tsang, the Controller of Centre for Health Protection of
Department of Health, made public announcement and publicity through two press
conferences; and the Department’s doctor promulgated influenza vaccination and
vaccination schemes from public health perspectives. In addition, the Department of
Health collaborates with other relevant bodies, including the District Councils for
dissemination of information to the public about the vaccination schemes, the Social
Welfare Department in the delivery of letters to remind eligible children from CSSA
families for influenza vaccination; and the Hospital Authority in publicity via display of
posters and distribution of leaflets in order to encourage the public to receive influenza
vaccination.

In addition, there has been further collaboration with the Hospital Authority in organising
media interviews with specialist in Family Medicine and Obstetrics and Gynecology,
respectively to help reassure the. public on influenza immunization. Centre for Health
Protection of the Department of Health has also uploaded the latest information on
influenza, influenza vaccination and respective schemes to the website. Also, the Central
Health Education Unit is producing a variety of educational materials on flu vaccination
and vaccination schemes annually. The Department of Health is considering to conduct
public education and publicity through the Internet, online platform targeting at parents
and media channel on public transport, for example, bus.

At present, there is no scientific evidence that receiving influenza vaccination will lower
self immunity. The World Health Organization and other countries recommend the public
to receive influenza vaccine annually as the types of the circulating seasonal flu virus can
change every year, and therefore the influenza vaccine composition needs to be updated
annually, based on the circulating strains, in order to strengthen the protection.

Further, to prevent influenza, in addition to vaccination, people need to maintain good
personal and environmental hygiene practices (e.g. keep hands clean, cover nose and
mouth while sneezing or coughing, put on a surgical mask when having respiratory
Symptoms), maintain good ventilation. The members of the public should develop
healthy lifestyle, maintain balanced diet, exercise regularly and take adequate rest.

i1 &£ & Department of Health
20125108 (October 2012)
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The proposed reprovisioning of Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) Sai
Yee Street Vehicle Depot at Yen Ming Road, West Kowloon Reclamation Area is a
designated project under A.6 of Part I, Schedule 2 of the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Ordinance, which requires an environmental permit for its construction and operation.

FEHD submitted an application for EIA Study Brief under the EIA Ordinance on 17 April
2012. The application includes a Project Profile (PP) providing the information of the project
and its surrounding environment. The PP submitted by FEHD was uploaded to
Environmental Protection Department (EPD)’s EIA Ordinance website to facilitate public
inspection.

On 25 May 2012, EPD issued an EIA Study Brief (No. ESB-254/2012) to FEHD to carry out
the EIA study. The approval of the EIA report will be subject to the statutory procedures
(including public inspection) and requirements under the EIA Ordinance. FEHD has not yet
submitted the EIA report to EPD for approval.

Regarding the ENB document mentioned in question 7, our telephone discussion with Yau
Tsim Mong District Office has clarified that it should refer to the PP submitted by FEHD and
uploaded to EPD’s EIA Ordinance website. Section 4.2 of the PP has listed out some



potential sensitive receivers including the Long Beach, the West Kowloon Disciplined
Services Quarter, etc. Although the Island Harbourview and the Metro Harbour View are not
listed in FEHD’s PP, they are sensitive receivers falling within the study area of the EIA
study. Therefore, the environmental impacts at the Island Harbourview and the Metro
Harbour View will be assessed in the EIA report.
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YTMDC Paper No. 129/2012

Yau Tsim Mong District Council (2012-2015)
Following up on the FEHD Sai Yee Street Vehicle Depot Relocation Project

The existing Environmental Hygiene Offices-cum-Vehicle Depot of the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) at Sai Yee Street
occupies an area of about 6 500 m’. It is one of the main offices of FEHD.
The building provides office facilities for Operations Division 2 of the FEHD
Environmenta] Hygiene Branch, including the Environmental Hygiene Section,
Hawkers and Markets Section, Mong Kok District Hawker Control Teams and
Hawker Control Task Forces of the Kowloon Region, The service targets are
members of the public in the Kowloon Region. The Hawkers and Markets
Section is open to the public, delivering services to traders in the Kowloon
Region regarding matters on market stalls and hawker licensing etc. Moreover,
the Vehicle Depot provides parking spaces for refuse collection vehicles, street
washing vehicles, light buses/light goods vehicles, vans and so forth, and also
SErves as a vehicle maintenance workshop providing vehicle repair and
maintenance services, The vehicles parked in the Depot offer transport
support to the District Environmenta] Hygiene Offices of Mong Kok, Sham
Shui Po and Yau Tsim, as well as the Hawker Control Task Forces of the
Kowloon Region. Goods for daily and emergency use by the Department such
as personal protective equipment, disinfectants, and solvents and gases for
vehicle maintenance are also stored in the building.

2. To tie in with the Government’s development plan on the Saj Yee Street
lot, FEHD has planned on the reprovisioning of the existing Environmental
Hygiene Offices-cum-Vehicle Depot at Sai Yee Street on a site at Yen Ming
Road, West Kowloon Reclamation Area (see location at Appendix I) for the
continued delivery of services to the residents and traders in the Kowloon
Region, including rapid deployment of vehicles and staff to various locations in
the region to respond to the service demand.

assessment items:

»  environmental impact assessment (EIA);
> traffic impact assessment:;
> site investigation, topographic survey etc:



>  tree survey; and
> building design work

With the assistance of the Yau Tsim Mong District Office, FEHD wi]] launch
the district consultation exercise which includes consultation with the District
Council and the stakeholders.

6. FEHD has already entrusted the ArchSD  with the hiring of a
consultancy for the preparation of an EJA réport on the Project. The
consultancy has included, inter alia, Island Harbourview ang Metro Harbour
View into the areas for EIA on the basis of the EIA study brief issued by the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD) on 25 May 2012.  Varjous

environment during the construction phase of the Project and the operation of
the Environmental Hygiene Offices-cum-Vehijcle Depot.- The EIA report will
be available for public inspection free of charge in accordance with the EPD
requirements. It js €xpected that the EIA wil] be completed in the first quarter
of 2013 at the earljest.

Vehicle Depot and completion of other major developments, The vehicular
access 1s shown on the map at Appendix II for information,

Food and Environmenta] Hygiene Department
October 2012
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