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slow to interfere with the government’s judgment and decision, as a general
proposition. What constitutes development and improvement of the pre-exiting
social welfare system is best judged by the government, subject to the scrutiny
of the Legislative Council. What the prevailing economic conditions and social
needs are, and what new policy, if any, they dictate, in terms of changes, if any,
that should be made to the pre-existing social welfare system, are again matters
for the government to decide, subject again to the scrutiny of the Legislative
Council, where appropriate.)
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( #] & & x . These Decisions wei‘e made as part of the Government’s

socio-economic responsibilities and represent the implementation of policies in
these areas. For my part, it is no part of the court’s role to second-guess the
wisdom of these policies and measures in the circumstances I have described
above. Nor is it (as discussed in paras 74-76 above) the court’s role in such
matters of socio-economic policy to examine whether better alternative
solutions could have been devised. It is sufficient to say in the present case that
the line drawn by the respondents at residence status is entirely within the

spectrum of reasonableness...)
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