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No more on her majesty’s service

Chan Wai-keung

To be sure, the display of the British colonial flags by some Hong Kong
youngsters during their anti- government demonstrations is perplexing and
deplorable to our mainland compatriots. However, Most of Hong Kong people are
not taking this gesture of defiance against our motherland seriously. Instead, they
have just wrongly deemed it as a youthful whim which is innocuous to the
society.

Worse still, a more peculiar and woeful phenomenon which many Hong
Kong people have overlooked is that nowadays some of our HKSAR civil
servants are still using colonial government envelopes with the franking “on her
majesty’s service (O.H.M.S)” in their official business. As Chinese nationals, we,
especially our HKSAR government, should not take these unpatriotic deeds
lightly.

According to a well-established Chinese newspaper, more and more members
of the public recently received some HKSAR official correspondence with
O.H.M.S envelopes. A telling example is my own case. A government department
recently also used an O.H.M.S envelope to send me a letter of reply in response to
my written enquires. Outraged and saddened by the receipt of this colonial
envelope which symbolized our civil servants’ past allegiance to the British queen,
I immediately telephoned the official concerned and asked why she was still
using a colonial envelope. She was just replied: “I was just careless; it was no big
deal at all.” Infuriated by her indifference to my concern, I retorted: “On the
contrary, it is really a big deal which is related to our national dignity. Your
mistake is a disgrace to our government...It is probably unconstitutional for an
official like you to use an O.H.M.S. envelope. I demand that you formally
withdraw the envelope and offer an apology to me.” Unfortunately, she eventually
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hung up on me and ignored my demand.

It has been fifteen years after the handover of Hong Kong to our motherland,
China. Since July 1997, the HKSAR government has definitely forbidden our
civil servants to use any stationery with O.H.M.S symbols. But, why did our civil
servants still possess the colonial envelopes? Why were the colonial stationary
still in use? Were they supposed to discard them shortly after the handover?

The civil servants are improperly using the O.H.M.S. envelopes probably
for several reasons. Firstly, some civil servants, probably feeling nostalgic for
colonial period, had a pathetic passion for collecting these colonial envelopes. In
disregard of government rules, some of them may have even clandestinely kept
the colonial stationeries at their own governmental offices as a pastime.

Secondly, after the handover, the HKSAR government has changed the
official franking from “On her majesty’s service” to “On government service” in
English wordings. Nevertheless, it is notable that the English phrase structure of
the current official franking is too similar to that of the colonial one. It is so easy
for the civil servants to mix up the current HKSAR official envelopes with the
O.H.M.S envelopes which were originally amassed at their office just for fun.

Thirdly, trained in colonial tradition, most of our civil servants are still less
ideologically sensitive to some political symbols which are antithetical to our
national identity.

Official franking symbolizes our national identity. Imagine that one day our
officials on behalf our chief executive used an O.H.M.S. envelope to mail a
correspondence to the President of the United States, it would certainly turned to
be an international laughingstock.

It is time for our government to tackle this ludicrous mix-up with the
envelopes. Sources say that Carrie Lam, the chief secretary for administration,
has by email cautioned all civil servants against using the colonial envelopes.
Lam’s warning email is indeed a step in the right direction.

Yet, further actions should be taken to forestall the misuse of the colonial
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stationary. Without hesitation, the HKSAR government should penalize the civil
servants who get caught using or storing up the colonial envelopes at their offices.
More importantly, given that the English franking on the current official envelope
is almost identical to the colonial one in phrase structure, the authorities should
consider revising its wordings again to get rid of the colonial tinge and to prevent
the shameful mix-up with the envelopes.

Turning a blind eye to this national disgrace in our officialdom would be
politically disastrous. While our civil servants are setting a bad example by
misusing the British national symbols, the anti-Beijing youngsters will be more
emboldened to unfurl the colonial flags in the pursuit of their China-bashing.

This paper is submitted to the meeting of Yau Tsim Mong District Council of
13 December 2012 for discussion. I strongly urge the Civil Service Bureau to
send a representative to attend the meeting in response to our questions.

Chan Wai-keung
Yau Tsim Momg District Councillor
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