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Meeting of Yau Tsim Mong District Council held on 25 June 2015

Reply from Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) on
Discussion about “Request on legislative amendment for regulating the on-street
mobile promotional objects”

Question 1.  Has the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department proactively
conducted inspection to the on-street mobile promotional objects in
Yau Tsim Mong District in last year and this year in accordance with
the Electricity Ordinance?

Reply (1):  EMSD has conducted inspections to the fixed electrical installations at
communal areas in buildings, but not against a particulac type of
electrical installation, such as the on-street mobile promational objects
in Yau Tsim Mong District etc, 'We have also taken follow-up actions
for those reported cases on light-boxes for advertisement with
suspected electrical safety problem.
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FSD will take enforcement action against any billboard or advertising light box
which has caused obstruction to the fire escape of the building, or affected the effective
operation of the fire service installations and equipment therein under the Fire Services

Ordinance. FSD has never received any related complaint in the past three years.
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Annex 7

Yau Tsim Mong District Council 63 /2015

Does the Government fail to handle

Mllegal Occupation of the Public Places ; ?

Thank you for Yau Tsim Mong District Council Member Mr

HUNG Chiu-wah, Derek raised the captioned issue and requested the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) to give response
to the issue. Response from FEHD is as follows:"

L.

As the problem of street sleepers cut across the ambits of different
departments, it is usually tackled through joint departmental
actions. Normally, the Home Affairs Department (HAD) will
co-ordinate the operations. Besides, FEHD, Social Welfare
Department, the Police and HAD will take part in the joint
operations. During the joint operation, FEHD is responsible for
the removal of the waste and refuse left by the street sleepers and
cleansing the public place.

FEHD is all along concerned about the problem of environmental
hygiene generated by the street sleepers at To Wah Road and Nga
Cheung Road, and will participate in the joint inter-departmental
operation coordinated by the District Office (Yau Tsim Mong)
[DO(YTM)] from time to time. FEHD and the Police had
conducted a joint clean-up operation on 25 January 2015 and the
discarded waste and refuse left by the street sleepers were cleared.
Recently, FEHD participated in the joint inter-departmental
operation coordinated by DO(YTM) on 16 June 2015, and the
discarded waste and refuse left by the street sleepers were cleared.
Subsequently, the subject location and its vicinity were
thoroughly washed to further improve the environmental hygiene.

FEHD will continue to participate in the relevant
inter-departmental operations with a view to improving the
environmental hygiene thereat.

Yau Tsim District Environmental Hygiene Office
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

18 June 2015
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Annex 9

Meeting date: 2015-06-25

Respond to ‘YTM District Council Paper No. 63/2015’

All along, Police support and participate in joint operations with other
government departments on ‘illegal occupation of public area’ and ‘concern
over street sleepers’. In addition, Police continue to beef up patrol and
enforcement actions at the black spots, as well as monitoring these
locations whether they are involved in dangerous drugs or other illegal
activities.

Hong Kong Police Force
June 2015
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The Office of the Licensing Authority (OLA) under the Home Affairs
Department (HAD) is responsible for the licensing of hotels and guesthouses. The
Fire Services Department (FSD) has seconded a team of fire personnel to HAD to assist
HAD in vetting applications, fire safety assessment, etc. regarding the licence for hotels
and guesthouses. '

Cases of suspected unlicensed guesthouse operation identified by frontline fire
personnel during routine inspection will be referred to the OLA for follow-up actions.
If such operation or activity involves obstruction of means of escape, exits, fire service
installations and equipment, etc. of the building, FSD will take enforcement and
follow-up actions as appropriate under the Fire Services Ordinance.
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Annex 15
YTMDC Paper No. 67/2015

Meeting of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council
(25 June 2015)

Combatting Unlicensed Guesthouse Operation
and Review of the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation Ordinance

Background

This paper aims to elaborate on the enforcement work to combat unlicensed
guesthouse operation and the progress of the Review of the Hotel and Guesthouse
Accommodation Ordinance (Cap. 349) (the Ordinance).

Combatting Unlicensed Guesthouse Operation

2. Operation of hotels and guesthouses in Hong Kong is regulated by the
Ordinance. The purpose of the Ordinance is to ensure that premises intended to be
used as hotels or guesthouses meet the statutory standards in respect of building
structure and fire safety to safeguard the lodgers and the public. The Office of the
Licensing Authority (OLA) under the Home Affairs Department (HAD) is
responsible for the issuance of licences and relevant enforcement work under the
Ordinance.

3 In accordance with the Ordinance, any premises providing short-term
sleeping accommodation at a fee shall obtain a hotel and guesthouse licence before
commencing operation, unless all accommodation in the premises is provided with a
tenancy period of 28 consecutive days or more for each letting, which is exempted
under the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation (Exclusion) Order (Cap. 349C).

4. The OLA has spared no effort to combat and raid unlicensed guesthouse
operation. Upon receipt of a report of suspected unlicensed guesthouse operation,
the OLA will conduct a surprise inspection within eight working days, and adopt the
most appropriate and effective means to follow up and investigate the case having
regard to the circumstances of each case. Evidence will be collected through
various means, including conducting surprise inspections during and outside office
hours and posing as clients (commonly known as “snaking”). Prosecution shall be
instituted immediately if there is sufficient evidence of unlicensed guesthouse
operation.
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3. Since January 2015, the OLA has received about 350 reports against
suspected unlicensed guesthouse in the Yau Tsim Mong District. These include
repeated complaints against the same premises. Some cases were found
unsubstantiated as the investigations reveal that the premises concerned are let out on
a monthly basis, thereby falling outside the ambit of the Ordinance. 40 prosecutions
have been instigated during the same period.

Review of the Ordinance

6. The HAD has recently reviewed the Ordinance and conducted a public
consultation with a view to improving the licensing regime to minimize the nuisance
and annoyance caused by licensed guesthouses to the local residents and facilitating
enforcement actions against unlicensed guesthouses. On 24 March 2015, we
informed the Legislative Council of the outcome of the public consultation and the
proposed way forward. ~We are now preparing ‘the Hotel and Guesthouse
Accommodation (Amendment) Bill and will submit to the Legislative Council for
scrutiny as soon as practicable.

Home Affairs Department
June 2015
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