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Opening Remarks

The Chairman welcomed the representatives of government departments and other
attendees to the meeting. He then welcomed Miss LI Sze-man, Councillor of the Tai Nan
Constituency, for joining the meeting of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council (*YTMDC”) for
the first time. He reported that as Mr CHEUNG Wai-man had left the post of District
Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Yau Tsim) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department (“FEHD”), his successor Mr HUNG Sai-kit would attend the meeting, and that as
Mr CHAN Ping-wa, Edmund, Chief Engineer/South 2 of the Civil Engineering and
Development Department, was unable to attend the meeting due to duty commitments, Mr Felix
POON, Senior Engineer/4 (South), would stand in for him at the meeting. He then reported that
as Mr HO Yun-sing, District Commander (Yau Tsim), and Mr Bradley Stephen WRIGHT,
District Commander (Mong Kok), of the Hong Kong Police Force (“HKPF”) were unable to
attend the meeting due to duty commitments, Deputy Commander Mr Adrian MA and Deputy
Commander (Acting) Mr Joe LEE would stand in for them at the meeting respectively.
However, due to duty commitments, Mr LEE was unable to attend the meeting until around 3:30
p.m.

Item 1: Confirmation of Minutes of 20" YTMDC Meeting
2. The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed without amendments.
Item 2: 2019-2020 YTMDC Funds for Community Involvement Projects (“CIPs™)

(YTMDC Paper No. 23/2019)

Item 3: Application for YTMDC Funds to Cover Payment for CIPs Carried
Forward from 2017-2018 and 2018-2019
(YTMDC Paper No. 24/2019)

Item 4: Application from Committees under Yau Tsim Mong District Office for
2019-2020 YTMDC Funds
(YTMDC Paper No. 25/2019)

Item 5: Application from District Organisations for Funding under “Towards 2025:
Strategy and Action Plan to Prevent and Control Non-communicable
Diseases in Hong Kong” Community Engagement Funding Scheme
Launched by Department of Health
(YTMDC Paper No. 26/2019)




Item 6: Application for Granting of Funds for Extension Activities of Public
Libraries in Yau Tsim Mong (“YTM?”) District Organised by Leisure and
Cultural Services Department (“LCSD”) from April 2019 to March 2020
(YTMDC Paper No. 27/2019)

Item 7: Application for Granting of Funds for District Free Entertainment
Programmes Organised by LCSD for YTM District in 2019/20
(YTMDC Paper No. 28/2019)

Item 8: Organisation of Recreation and Sports Activities in YTM District by LCSD
from April 2019 to March 2020
(YTMDC Paper No. 29/2019)

3. The Chairman suggested discussing Items 2 to 8 together. There was no objection.
He reminded Councillors to declare their interests by filling in the Declaration of Interests Form
and making oral declarations. He then welcomed:

(@ Mr Henry NG, Senior Liaison Officer (1), Ms Margaret CHUNG, Senior Liaison
Officer (2), and Ms Cecilia PONG, Senior Executive Officer (District
Management) (Acting), of the Yau Tsim Mong District Office (“YTMDQO”); and

(b) Mrs Karen CHU, Senior Librarian (Yau Tsim Mong), Ms Lily LAU, Manager
(Kowloon West) Marketing, Programme and District Activities, Mr Benjamin
HUNG, Chief Leisure Manager (Hong Kong West), and Ms Tabitha CHIU,
Deputy District Leisure Manager (District Support) Yau Tsim Mong, of the
LCSD.

4, The Chairman said regarding Item 2 (YTMDC Paper No. 23/2019), the Home Affairs
Department (“HAD”) provided funds for the District Councils around April every year for the
implementation of CIPs. To facilitate early planning for projects and activities for the coming
financial year, the YTMDC would discuss the draft budget for the coming year at an annual
in-house meeting. In 2018-2019, the YTMDC had been allocated $24,500,000, of which
$2,400,000 had been used for organising cultural and arts activities. The HAD required that the
estimated commitment of District Council Funds not exceed the total allocation by 25%. The
budget had been submitted to Councillors for their consideration at the annual in-house meeting
held on 24 January, and had been endorsed in principle. Moreover, under HAD’s Manual on
the Use of District Council Funds, in the final year of a District Council term, 5% to 10% of the
provision for the District Councils should be reserved for use on projects initiated by the District
Councils of the new term in the first three months of office from 1 January to 31 March. In
other words, the estimated commitment to the activities to be held in the coming year set by the
current-term YTMDC should not exceed the total allocation by 18.75%.

5. The Chairman said the HAD had emailed all districts on 5 March 2019, notifying them
that to alleviate their pressure on manpower shortage, from 2019-20 onwards, they could not
only use up to 15% of the allocation for CIPs but also make an over-commitment of up to 25%
or $700,000, whichever was less, for the engagement of dedicated staff. Accordingly, for the
engagement of additional dedicated staff, the estimated expenditure under “Contract Staff” in
YTMDC'’s budget would be adjusted from $3,672,267.04, as in the budget considered at the
annual in-house meeting, to $4,252,111.50, representing 17.36% of the allocation for CIPs.
The Chairman asked Councillors whether they agreed to the estimated expenditure under




“Contract Staff”.

6. Mr WONG Kin-san pointed out that the YTMDC would suspend operation in the fourth
quarter, and asked what kind of work required such additional manpower that rendered an
increased estimated expenditure for the engagement of dedicated staff necessary. Moreover,
since the HAD had relaxed the over-commitment limit for the engagement of dedicated staff, he
asked whether this meant the YTMDC could also increase the estimated expenditures for other
items, such as the granting of funds to district organisations.

7. Mrs Laura ARON responded that the liaison team of the YTMDO and the YTMDC
Secretariat had been long understaffed. For the engagement of dedicated staff, apart from the
allocation for the CIPs, the YTMDO had been relying on lump-sum or non-recurring allocations
from the HAD. After views had been relayed multiple times, the HAD had implemented the
aforesaid measure to enable all districts to engage dedicated staff by way of over-commitment so
that the estimated expenditures for other CIPs would not be affected.

8. Mr_WONG Kin-san wondered why the estimated expenditure for YTMDO’s
engagement of additional dedicated staff would have to be borne by the YTMDC.

(Mr Benny YEUNG joined the meeting at 2:41 p.m.)

9. The Chairman said concerning the Yau Tsim Mong District School Liaison Committee
and the Yau Tsim Mong Four Area Committees’ Cantonese Opera Performance organising
committee, the estimated expenditures for activities to be held in 2019-20 and the allocation of
YTMDC Funds had been endorsed in principle at the meetings of the Working Group on
Community Funds and the Community Building Committee (“CBC”) held on 18 December
2018 and 10 January 2019 respectively. However, the 6% downward adjustment to the
allocation of funds for each project had not been proposed until the annual in-house meeting of
the YTMDC held on 24 January, by which time the organisations concerned had already been
informed of the allocation amounts endorsed in principle by the YTMDC. He asked whether
Councillors agreed that the estimated expenditures for the “Yau Tsim Mong District School
Liaison Committee” and the “Four Area Committees’ Activity” in the budget for the coming
year be remained unchanged to avoid affecting the activities endorsed in principle, or that the
organisations be required to adjust downwards the estimated expenditures for the activities
endorsed in principle by the YTMDC by 6%, equivalent to $13,200 and $11,700 of the estimated
expenditures for the activities to be held by the Yau Tsim Mong District School Liaison
Committee and the Yau Tsim Mong Four Area Committees’ Cantonese Opera Performance
organising committee respectively.

10. Mr CHOW Chun-fai suggested that based on the estimated expenditures for the
activities endorsed in principle by the CBC, the estimated expenditures for the “Yau Tsim Mong
District School Liaison Committee” and the “Four Area Committees’ Activity” in the budget for
the coming year be remained unchanged.

11. The Chairman asked whether Councillors agreed with Mr CHOW Chun-fai’s
suggestion.  There was no objection.

12. Regarding Item 2 (YTMDC Paper No. 23/2019), the Chairman asked Councillors
whether they agreed to endorse the budget and vetting procedures of YTMDC Funds for CIPs in
2019-20 in the paper. There was no objection.



13. Regarding Item 3 (YTMDC Paper No. 24/2019), the Chairman asked Councillors
whether they agreed to endorse an allocation of $29,963 from the 2019-20 YTMDC Funds to
settle the outstanding subsidies for CIPs in 2017-18 and 2018-19. There was no objection.

14. Regarding Item 4 and Items 6 to 8 (YTMDC Paper No. 25/2019 and Nos. 27/2019 to
29/2019), the Chairman said the funding application in Paper No. 25/2019 had been endorsed in
principle at the 20™ YTMDC meeting held on 24 January. Concerning Paper Nos. 27/2019 to
29/2019, Councillors had endorsed in principle at the annual in-house meeting held on 24
January an allocation of $7,964,164 for the LCSD to organise relevant activities in 2019-2020.
The Chairman asked Councillors whether they agreed to endorse the funding applications in
Paper No. 25/2019 and Nos. 27/2019 to 29/2019. There was no objection.

15. Regarding Item 5 (YTMDC Paper No. 26/2019), the Yau Tsim Mong Healthy City
Executive Committee under the YTMDO would be responsible for notifying the organisations
concerned of the funding application results after the meeting, as well as examining receipts,
handling reimbursements and sending to the Department of Health the final reports collected
from the organisations after the conclusion of the activities. The Chairman asked Councillors
whether they agreed to endorse the funding application. There was no objection.

Item 9: Election of Working Group Chairmen and Organising Committee Chairmen

1) Election of Chairman of Non-standing Working Group under YTMDC

16. The Chairman said that at the 20" YTMDC meeting held on 24 January 2019,
Councillors had agreed to establish a non-standing working group under the YTMDC for
2019-2020, namely the Working Group on Publicity and Promotion, serving a term from 1 April
to 30 November 2019. A list of Councillors joining the Working Group on Publicity and
Promotion was tabled for reference.

17. The Chairman continued that each nomination for the chairmanship of the working
group required a nominator and two seconders. If there were more than one candidate, voting
would have to be carried out; if there was only one candidate, he/she would be returned
uncontested.

18. The Chairman invited Councillors to nominate candidates for the chairmanship of the
working group and vote. The election result was as follows:

\ Candidate | Nominator | Seconders
Working Group on Publicity and Promotion
Chairman Mr LAU Pak-kei Mr HUI Tak-leung Ms KWAN Sau-ling

Mr Benjamin CHOI

19. Councillors agreed to appoint Mr LAU Pak-kei as the chairman of the Working Group
on Publicity and Promotion under the YTMDC.

(2) Election of Chairmen of Local Projects Organising Committees under YTMDC




20. The Chairman said that at the 20" YTMDC meeting held on 24 January 2019,
Councillors had resolved to continue establishing five local projects organising committees
under the YTMDC for 2019-2020, including the Festival Celebration Organising Committee, the
Organising Committee on Promotion of Civic Education, the Environmental Improvement
Campaign Organising Committee, the Building Management Promotion Campaign Organising
Committee and the Organising Committee on Cultural Arts Events, all serving a term from 1
April 2019 until the suspension of operation of the current-term YTMDC in preparation for the
general election. Lists of Councillors joining the respective organising committees for
2019-2020 were tabled for reference.

21. The Chairman continued that each nomination for the chairmanships of the organising
committees required a nominator and two seconders. If there were more than one candidate,
voting would be carried out; if there was only one candidate, he/she would be returned
uncontested.

22. The Chairman invited Councillors to nominate candidates for the chairmanships of the
five organising committees and vote. The election results were as follows:

\ Candidates | Nominators | Seconders
Festival Celebration Organising Committee
Chairman Mr CHOW Chun-fai Ms KWAN Sau-ling Mr LAU Pak-kei

Mr HUI Tak-leung

Organising Committee on Promotion of Civic Education

Chairman Ms Michelle TANG Mr Benny YEUNG Mr CHUNG Kong-mo
Mr Craig JO

Environmental Improvement Campaign Organising Committee

Chairman Mr Benjamin CHOI Ms KWAN Sau-ling Mr CHUNG Chak-fai
Mr LAU Pak-kei

Building Management Promotion Campaign Organising Committee

Chairman Mr CHUNG Chak-fai Mr CHUNG Kong-mo Ms KWAN Sau-ling
Mr Benjamin CHOI

Organising Committee on Cultural Arts Events

Chairman Ms Michelle TANG Mr Benny YEUNG Mr Craig JO
Mr LAU Pak-kei

23. Councillors agreed to appoint the aforesaid Councillors as the chairmen of the
respective organising committees under the YTMDC.

Item 10: Appointment of Members of Non-standing Working Group under YTMDC
(YTMDC Paper No. 30/2019)

24. The Chairman said that at the annual in-house meeting held on 24 January 2019,
Councillors had agreed that the ratio of YTMDC members to non-YTMDC members of the
Working Group on Publicity and Promotion be 2:1. As of 27 March, a total of seven
Councillors had applied for membership of the Working Group on Publicity and Promotion.
Based on the ratio, three seats for non-YTMDC members of the working group would be
available. On 1 March, the Secretariat had written to invite Councillors to submit nominations.
As of the deadline on 8 March, the Secretariat had received a total of five nominations. A list
of the five candidates was tabled for reference.




25. The Chairman said as the number of candidates exceeded that of the seats for
non-YTMDC members of the Working Group on Publicity and Promotion, either negotiation or
voting would have to be carried out to determine the non-YTMDC members. He suggested
voting. There was no objection.

26. The Chairman said the Secretariat staff were distributing ballot papers to Councillors.
He also reminded Councillors that they should not choose more than the number of candidates
allowed, while they should indicate each desired candidate with an “X”. Otherwise, the ballot
paper would be deemed null and void.

27. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai asked whether a maximum of three candidates could be indicated
with “X”” marks on the ballot paper.

28. The Chairman said each Councillor could choose a maximum of three candidates.
Any ballot paper on which more than three candidates were chosen would be deemed null and
void.

29. The Chairman invited Miss Katherine PONG, Assistant District Officer (Yau Tsim
Mong) (1), to oversee the counting of votes, and would make further announcement once the
result was ready. To enable the meeting to proceed, he asked whether Councillors agreed that
Miss PONG oversee the counting of votes in the Councillors’ common room, and said
Councillors could oversee the counting of votes in the Councillors’ common room if they so
wished. There was no objection.

30. The Chairman said other items would be discussed during the counting of votes.

Item 11: Report of the Singapore Duty Visit
(YTMDC Paper No. 31/2019)

31. The Chairman said regarding the Singapore duty visit from 20 to 23 January 2019, the
Working Group on Duty Visits to Singapore had reviewed the visit and discussed the contents of
the report at its 2" meeting held on 27 February 2019. The report had been endorsed after
circulation among Councillors.

32. Mr CHOW Chun-fai said the delegation had received hospitality from a number of
Singapore’s government departments. On each day of the visit, the delegation members had
taken a busy tour to pay visits and learn about issues on the Housing and Development Board
flats policy, street arts performances, the problem of street sleepers and water resources etc.,
which were presented in detail in the report. Councillors were welcome to raise any views or
make any supplementary remarks on the report.

33. Mr_Andy YU asked how follow-up actions would be taken after the YTMDC had
endorsed the report at the meeting, i.e. whether the YTMDC would simply upload the report to
its website for public inspection, or it would send copies of the report to the departments
concerned for their reference, including the Transport and Housing Bureau (“THB”) and the
Housing Department on Housing and Development Board flats policy, as well as the HAD on
licensing of street performances, etc.



34. The Chairman responded that the preliminary arrangement was to upload the report to
YTMDC’s website for public inspection. He asked Councillors whether they agreed to send
copies of the report to the departments concerned for their reference.

35. Mr Andy YU said as the visit was publicly funded, the report should be uploaded to
YTMDC’s website for public inspection and, more importantly, what Councillors had learned
from Singapore throughout the visit should be shared with the departments concerned for their
reference.

36. The Chairman asked Councillors whether they agreed to send copies of the report to the
policy bureaux/departments concerned for their reference, including the THB, the Home Affairs
Bureau (“HAB”), the Labour and Welfare Bureau (“LWB”), the Development Bureau
(“DEVB?”), the Water Supplies Department (“WSD”) and the Tourism Commission.

37. Mr HUI Tak-leung asked whether copies of the report would be sent to the departments
concerned in the name of the YTMDC or the Working Group on Duty Visits to Singapore. He
considered that the government departments should read the online duty visit reports of all
districts by themselves, so he suggested that the Chairman write in the name of the YTMDC to
request the departments concerned to read the report by themselves.

38. The Chairman said Councillors could make reference to Legislative Council’s practice
that a report would simply be uploaded to the website after a duty visit for public inspection
(including government officials).

39. Mr Derek HUNG raised the following views: (i) he had not joined the visit, but he
considered that not only should the report be available for public inspection, it should also draw
the attention of government officials, who should make reference to the useful information
therein, so that the efforts of the delegation members and the public money used would not be
wasted; and (ii) he considered it should not be assumed that the report would be noted and read
by government officials simply after it had been uploaded to the website. Otherwise, under
such a principle, the YTMDC would not have had to write to the departments in the past but
could have requested them to refer to the meeting information on the website.

40. The Chairman clarified that he was just raising a suggestion.

41. Mr Derek HUNG said as the visit was publicly funded, he was more concerned whether
government officials would make adequate reference to the experience of the YTMDC visit.

42. Mr Andy YU suggested writing to request the departments concerned to read the report.

43. The Chairman suggested uploading the report to YTMDC’s website for public
inspection and writing to request the departments concerned to read the report on the website by
themselves. There was no objection.

(Post-meeting note: On 4 April 2019, the Chairman wrote in the name of the YTMDC to the
THB, the HAB, the LWB, the DEVB, the WSD and the Tourism
Commission (Annexes 1 to 6). The DEVB and the Tourism Commission
had made written responses (Annexes 7 and 8) later on 12 and 23 April 2019
respectively, which were forwarded to Councillors by the Secretariat on the
same day.)




Item 12: Concern over “Queuing Gangs” at Immigration Branch Office in Tsim Sha
Tsui
(YTMDC Paper No. 32/2019)

44, The Chairman said the written response from the Immigration Department (“ImmD”)
(Annex 9) had been emailed to Councillors for their perusal on 25 March 2019. He then
welcomed Mr Adrian MA, Deputy District Commander (Yau Tsim) of the HKPF.

45, Mr_Adrian MA responded that there was currently no legislation governing anyone
queuing or accepting related advantages, unless they were visitors of Hong Kong, who might
breach their conditions of stay. Concerning the problem of “queuing gangs”, the Police’s law
enforcement objectives were to ensure public safety, maintain public order and prevent crimes.
Over the past six months, the Police had not received any relevant complaints. Patrolling
officers would pay closer attention, and timely deployment would be made according to actual
circumstances to prevent any incidents which might affect public safety or public order.

46. Ms KWAN Sau-ling raised the following views: (i) she agreed with paragraph 9 of
ImmD’s written response, considering that the department’s implementation of various measures
in the second quarter to enhance the SAR passport application procedures would bring
convenience to members of the public and prevent leakage of personal data. In the past, many
members of the public had told her that they would rather not file a report at a police station as it
would take very long, so they had merely sought her assistance and make complaints to her.
She considered that the situation had been improved after the submission of the paper; and (ii)
she hoped that the Police would take follow-up and complementary actions after the
implementation of the aforesaid new measures.

47. The Chairman thanked the representative of the HKPF for joining the discussion on this
item.

Item 10: Appointment of Members of Non-standing Working Group under YTMDC
(YTMDC Paper No. 30/2019)

48. The Chairman said the counting of votes had been completed. The list of
non-YTMDC members of the Working Group on Publicity and Promotion under the YTMDC
was as follows:

(i) Ms KWAN Louisa
(i)  Ms LI Er-huan
(ii)) Ms TAM Yee-lin

49. The Chairman said as the government representatives for Items 13 and 14 had not yet
arrived, he suggested discussing Item 15 first. There was no objection.

Item 15: Lack of Understanding of Third Party Risks Renders Owners’ Corporations
of Buildings Uninsured
(YTMDC Paper No. 35/2019)




50. The Chairman said the revised written response from the HAD (on behalf of the HAB)
(Annex 10) had been emailed to Councillors for their perusal on 27 March 2019. He then
welcomed Ms Mimi LO, Senior Liaison Officer (Building Management) of the YTMDO.

51. The Vice-chairman provided supplementary information on the paper. She raised the
following views and enquiries: (i) she considered as far as building management was concerned,
HAD?’s support for the procurement of third party risks insurance (“TPRI”) by buildings was
inadequate. Many buildings had expressed that they had liaised with the department regarding
the issue but had reached no conclusion; (ii) although the HAD had expressed that it would help
buildings procure TPRI, many buildings were still unable to do so. She doubted whether the
department’s work was effective; (iii) since many owners’ corporations (“OCs”) did not
understand the contents and coverage of the TPRI they had procured, they did not know how to
make a compensation claim when an accident occurred; and (iv) she asked whether the
department would proactively provide subsidy for procuring TPRI for the buildings that had not
done so.

52. Miss LI Sze-man provided supplementary information on the paper. She said that
many OCs had sought her assistance, expressing that they wished to procure TPRI but were
unable to do so, since their repair orders had not been discharged or there were unauthorised
structures. She hoped that the departments concerned would provide assistance and take
follow-up actions actively.

53. Ms Mimi LO responded as follows:

(i)  All OCs must procure TPRI to reduce the risks of a huge amount of compensation
faced by owners in the event of an accident and, at the same time, offer better
protection for members of the public.

(i) The HAD had all along been committed to providing various support, for
example the Pilot Scheme on Advisory Services to OCs launched in May 2018.
As it was significantly effective, the initially six-month scheme would remain in
effect from November 2018 to October 2019. The HAD had engaged a property
management company to provide OCs with free advisory services, the scope of
which covered how to procure TPRI.

(ili) Regarding recurrent measures, the HAD worked with The Law Society of Hong
Kong on providing the Free Legal Advice Service on Building Management.
Any OC having enquiries about the legal matters involved in TPRI could make an
appointment through the YTMDO for the service and seek legal advice.

(iv) The Liaison Officers of the YTMDO would provide advisory services, such as the
Pre-meeting Advisory Service for OCs and the advisory service concerning TPRI.
Where necessary, Liaison Officers would make referrals to The Hong Kong
Federation of Insurers (“HKFI”) for follow-up. The YTMDO would write to
OCs regularly, reminding them of their obligation to procure TPRI as well as
some points to note in general.

(v) Eligible OCs could apply to the Community Care Fund for subsidy under the
Subsidy for OCs of Old Buildings, with the cap being 50% of the actual expenses.



The total subsidy for each eligible OC was capped at $24,000.

(vi) Regarding publicity and education, the HAD had held two rounds of the “LEAD
Programme” in August and October last year, in which OC members had been
recommended to enrol. A total of 10 places had been offered. The programme
covered points to note when procuring TPRI.

(vii) The HAD had created a thematic webpage on building management, containing
information on TPRI and the frequently asked questions on TPRI provided by the
HKFI.

(viii) Provisions in insurance contracts were quite complicated and mostly written in
English. The employees of insurance companies had the responsibility to
explain the provisions clearly to their clients.

(ix) TPRI provided compensation for financial loss in the case of the death of, or
bodily injury to, a third party in relation to the common parts and facilities of the
building. As there were various types of insurance, OCs should pay attention to
the insurance limit and coverage of their TPRI.

(x) Buildings were only able to procure TPRI after the completion of building
maintenance and repair works and the discharge of repair orders. Some
organisations also provided relevant building maintenance and repair subsidies,
such as the Urban Renewal Authority (“URA”).

54, Mr HUI Tak-leung raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he understood that the
department had provided various support for buildings, and asked about the number of
prosecutions for failure to procure TPRI in accordance with the ordinance; (ii) he wondered why
the legislation was necessary if the department had never instituted any prosecutions, and it
might discourage buildings from establishing OCs; (iii) he considered penalising the buildings
that had established OCs for failing to procure TPRI on one hand and leaving the buildings that
had not established any OCs unregulated on the other was putting the cart before the horse; and
(iv) he considered that the current measures could not help buildings resolve the problem, and
hoped that the YTMDO would advise the HAD to cancel the requirement so that buildings
would not be discouraged from establishing OCs.

55. The Chairman corrected Mr HUI Tak-leung that by “relief” of orders he should have
meant “discharge”.

56. Mr HUI Tak-leung clarified that he suggested abolishing the ordinance and considered
the buildings that had established OCs should not be penalised for failing to procure TPRI.

57. The Vice-chairman raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she understood that the
YTMDO had made its best efforts, but the crux of the problem lay in the policy. She
considered that the Government had legislated to require OCs to procure TPRI but had no
authority to manage insurance companies. Therefore, she asked the department to strengthen
collaboration with the HKFI; (ii) she suggested that the department invite the HKFI to organise
courses; (iii) she asked whether the department had built a database concerning the procurement
of TPRI by OCs, and whether there were any lists of insured and uninsured buildings; and (iv)
she suggested that the YTMDO proactively remind and assist the buildings that had not procured




TPRI. For the buildings that had done so, she suggested that the YTMDO organise courses to
help the building owners understand the insurance provisions.

(The Hon James TO joined the meeting at 3:25 p.m.)

58. Mr LAM Kin-man raised the following views: (i) the criminal liability involved in TPRI
had a great impact on OCs. There was an OC chairman in the district who had resigned for that
reason, and nobody had so far wished to fill the chairmanship of the OC of the building
concerned. This showed that the problem was quite severe; and (ii) many buildings were
unable to procure TPRI, since the repair orders issued by the Buildings Department (“BD”) still
had not been discharged after many years or there were unauthorised structures. He pointed out
that an OC was responsible for dealing with the unauthorised structures in the common parts of
the building, while in fact, many unauthorised structures were attributed to certain owners but
not the OC. With inadequate resources, OCs had difficulties taking legal actions against
unauthorised structures and could only remain tolerant. He suggested that the HAD not only
provide the Free Legal Advice Service on Building Management but also subsidise OCs in
taking legal actions for the discharge of repair orders.

59. Mr WONG Kin-san raised the following views: (i) the HAD encouraged buildings to
establish OCs, but upon establishment, they lacked support, including the support concerning
TPRI; (ii) the department’s response focused only on consultation and education, while he
considered that the HAD should exercise its authority to support the operation of OCs and
particularly help OCs handle problems so as to comply with statutory requirements. For
instance, a certificate should be issued to an OC that was unsuccessful in procuring TPRI from
any insurance companies despite its best efforts; and (iii) in the district, many OC members were
volunteers, and most of them were retired. Even so, being OC members, they had to assume
legal liabilities, which was not very understandable by other owners. Coupled with inadequate
government support, he considered that under such circumstances, it was very difficult to
encourage owners to engage in building management actively.

60. The Hon James TO raised the following views: (i) he considered that the requests in the
paper were very humble, and the department should be able to satisfy them; and (ii) he recalled
that when the Legislative Council had been scrutinising the bill, the Government had expressed
that it had communicated with the insurance trade, and had guaranteed the buildings that had not
removed their unauthorised structures would still be able to procure TPRI as long as they paid
extra, thereby providing an incentive for buildings to remove their unauthorised structures. If
the current legislation mandatorily required buildings to procure TPRI, while some of them were
unable to do so or had to pay an extremely high fee as they failed to remove their unauthorised
structures, he took the view that the Government should consider whether the mandatory
legislation had to be introduced nevertheless, and that it should communicate with the insurance
trade.

61. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai raised the following views: (i) he considered that all buildings
must procure TPRI. Although the Government had provided various subsidies on building
maintenance and repairs, in the light of the large number of old buildings in the district and the
deteriorating problem of ageing buildings, it was difficult to eliminate the risks entirely by
relying solely on maintenance and repairs in the short term; (ii) the minimum insured amount of
TPRI was $10 million for each incident. With rising consumer prices, he considered that it
might not be sufficient in case of accidents; (iii) he quoted Mr LAM Kin-man that some
buildings were unable to procure TPRI, since they failed to handle the unauthorised structures




built by certain owners. He considered that court proceedings would take time even if the OCs
took legal actions, and that it would be extremely unfair to other owners in the event of an
accident in the meantime. Hence, he hoped that the YTMDO would coordinate with the
insurance trade and the BD to resolve the problem; (iv) given the large number of OCs in the
district, the building management team of the YTMDO seemed understaffed. He hoped that the
YTMDO would increase manpower to handle building management issues; and (v) there were
different types of building insurance, one of which was property insurance. He considered that
in case of accidents, many buildings might not be fully covered because of the low insured
amounts to which they were entitled. This would be against the original purpose of procuring
such insurance. Therefore, he hoped that the Government would enhance publicity.

62. Mr CHOW Chun-fai raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he considered that the
YTMDO showed commitment as it had recently written to OCs in the district, enquiring whether
the buildings had procured TPRI and about the information on the insurance companies and the
insured amounts, which was effective in enabling OCs to examine their own situations; and (ii)
he considered that the Building Management Promotion Campaign Organising Committee under
the YTMDC shouldered heavy responsibilities for education and publicity; and (iii) the
discharge of repair orders of buildings took many years. He hoped that the HAB would
communicate with the insurance trade to enable the buildings that had not discharged their repair
orders to procure TPRI so as to be people-oriented.

(Ms Michelle TANG joined the meeting at 3:40 p.m.)
63. Ms Mimi LO responded as follows:

(i) Section 28 of the Building Management Ordinance (Chapter 344) and the
Building Management (Third Party Risks Insurance) Regulation mandatorily
required, from 1 January 2011 onwards, an OC to procure TPRI for providing
compensation for financial loss in the case of the death of, or bodily injury to, a
third party in relation to the common parts and facilities of the building. If an
OC failed to procure TPRI, every member of the OC was liable to a maximum
fine of $50,000 on conviction.

(i)  Although the legislation did not mandatorily require a “three nil” building to
procure TPRI, the residents of the “third nil” building would still have to pay
compensation pursuant to the court’s decision in the event of an accident.

(iii) The YTMDO would write to OCs regularly, enquiring whether they had procured
TPRI, thereby building a database. Upon procurement of TPRI, OCs should
also register with the Lands Registry. According to the record, there were 1 816
OCs in total in the YTM District, more than a hundred of which were unable to
procure TPRI. The number did not include 47 OCs that had just been
established last year. The fact that more than a hundred OCs were unable to
procure TPRI might be because the management committees of the OCs were not
functioning or the YTMDO was unable to contact the OC members. The HAD
had all along been concerned about such cases. Having recently learned that
five OCs had encountered difficulties procuring TPRI, the YTMDO would liaise
with them to learn about the details of these cases, provide as much assistance as
possible and make referrals to the HKFI where necessary. Since the OCs that
were not functioning encountered even greater difficulties, Liaison Officers



would make every effort to contact the OC members and provide necessary
assistance.

(iv) Insurance companies would calculate the cost when considering the procurement
of TPRI by an OC. Therefore, the buildings with a problem of unauthorised
structures or repair orders that had not been discharged might have to pay extra,
which was a commercial decision of insurance companies. As long as an OC
actively maintained a good condition in the common parts of the building and
removed the unauthorised structures, the problem could be resolved.

(v) Liaison Officers were not experts and might not fully understand the legal
provisions and clauses in an insurance policy. An OC in need could make an
appointment through the YTMDO for the Free Legal Advice Service on Building
Management and enquire about the provisions in the insurance policy.

(vi) Concerning publicity and education, the Building Management Promotion
Campaign Organising Committee from time to time organised building
workshops, seminars and certificate courses, covering all aspects of building
management including TPRI. In 2019-20, the Building Management Promotion
Campaign Organising Committee would continue to organise workshops and
invite experts to explain the points requiring special attention concerning the
provisions in insurance policies. Moreover, the YTMDO would publish on the
YTM District Building Management Newsletters and free newspapers the
relevant publicity information, which would also be distributed to Councillors.

(vii) Under the legislation, the minimum insured amount of TPRI was $10 million for
each incident. An OC having sufficient funds could increase its insured amount
to enhance coverage.

(viii) An OC must seriously consider procuring TPRI, which not only offered
protection for members of the public but also reduced the loss of the OC in the
event of an accident. The YTMDO would provide as much assistance as
possible for the OCs which encountered difficulties procuring TPRI because of
their failure to comply with statutory requirements.

64. The Vice-chairman raised the following views: (i) she reiterated that the crux of the
problem lay in the policy that the Government had legislated to require OCs to procure TPRI but
had no authority to manage insurance companies; (ii) the database of the YTMDO only recorded
the information of the OCs that had given replies, which was incomplete. She suggested that
the HAB discuss with the HKFI on how to supplement the information on the procurement of
TPRI by OCs to build an accurate database, facilitating law enforcement and the provision of
assistance; and (iii) before the policy had been perfected, she hoped that the humble request in
the paper for enhanced education would be satisfied as far as possible.

65. Mr HUI Tak-leung understood that the YTMDO had provided much assistance, but
many OCs were still unable to procure TPRI. In response to the mandatory ordinance, he
suggested relaying the situation to the bureau and requiring insurance companies to accept the
procurement of insurance by OCs. Otherwise, the ordinance should be abolished.

66. Mr CHAN Siu-tong raised the following views and enquiries: (i) as described by the




Hon James TO, when formulating the ordinance, the Government had originally intended to
encourage buildings to remove their unauthorised structures in return for a lower TPRI fee.
Nonetheless, many buildings were currently unable to procure TPRI precisely because of their
unauthorised structures; and (ii) he suggested that the YTMDO or the BD write to the owners of
the unauthorised structures, informing them it was their failure to remove their unauthorised
structures rendering the buildings unable to procure TPRI, and that they might have to accept
criminal liability and pay compensation in the event of an accident. He considered that it could
achieve a deterrent effect on the owners of the unauthorised structures, and that the current
situation of putting all the blame on the OC members was putting the cart before the horse.

67. Ms Mimi LO responded as follows:

(i) The YTMDO would enhance education work concerning TPRI in the coming
year.

(i) The YTMDO would again write to OCs in the second half of the year, reminding
them of their obligation to procure TPRI and publicising the information on
HAD’s webpage, including the benefits of procuring TPRI as well as some points
to note.

(iii) The YTMDO would provide as much assistance as possible for the OCs that were
unable to procure TPRI.

(iv) The YTMDO might not have the authority to certify in writing that an OC was
unable to remove the unauthorised structures despite its best efforts. The
YTMDO would relay Councillors’ views to the HAD.

68. The Chairman thanked the representative of the YTMDO for joining the discussion on

this item.

Item 13: Expansion of Hong Kong Science Museum and Hong Kong Museum of
History

(YTMDC Paper No. 33/2019)

69. The Chairman said the Rehabilitation Alliance Hong Kong had written to the YTMDC
Chairman before the meeting (Annex 11). The Secretariat staff were distributing copies of the
letter to Councillors for their perusal. He then welcomed:

(@ Mr CHAN Shing-wai, Assistant Director (Heritage and Museums), Mr CHAN
Ki-hung, Head (Museum Projects and Development), Ms Paulina CHAN,
Museum Director (Science Museum), and Ms Belinda WONG, Museum Director
(Museum of History), of the LCSD; and

(b) Mr Chris LIU, Chief Project Manager 302, and Mr CHAN Man-kong, Project
Manager 349, of the Architectural Services Department (“ArchSD”).

70. Mr CHAN Shing-wai briefed Councillors on the subject paper with a PowerPoint
presentation.




71. Mr WONG Kin-san raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he in principle
supported the expansion of the Hong Kong Science Museum (“HKScM”) and the Hong Kong
Museum of History (“HKMH”), with a view to providing more exhibition space; (ii) the piazza
in front of the HKScM was quite large, which had not been adequately used as an exhibition
venue. According to the photomontage of the department, the piazza would be removed. He
suggested applying for relaxed height restrictions to enable additional floors to be built on the
roof of the existing building so that the new wing would not have to be built at the expense of the
piazza; (iii) the Hong Kong Museum of Art had been closed for a prolonged period of time to
make way for redevelopment, during which a number of exhibitions could not be held. With
reference to such experience, he asked whether the expansion would result in the closure of the
two museums. He hoped that the museums would remain operational during the construction
period, and that the construction period would be shortened; and (iv) currently, admission to the
HKScM was not free, and adult visitors accompanying their children had to pay. He hoped that
admission to the HKScM would be free after the expansion to encourage visits by more families.

72. Mr LAU Pak-kei raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he in principle supported
the expansion with a view to providing more exhibition space and educational facilities; (ii) he
referred to the paper that the HKScM and the HKMH would remain partially open during the
construction period. He asked whether the works of the two museums would be carried out
concurrently or in phases, and about the details of the partial opening; and (iii) he asked how
long the expansion would take, and whether the partial opening of the museums would lengthen
the construction period.

73. Ms Michelle TANG raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she was the Councillor
of the constituency concerned. Opening for many years, the HKMH and the HKScM were
visited by many students regularly and drew large crowds when special exhibitions were held.
To compare the two museums, the HKMH was relatively low in terms of visitor flow and
attractiveness; (ii) she welcomed the expansion because the space there had not been fully used,;
(iii) as the existing entrances to the two museums were not quite conspicuous, she hoped that
members of the public would find it easier to locate the entrances after the expansion; (iv) as
many coaches picked up/set down visitors there, she asked how the overall traffic supporting
facilities in the vicinity could be enhanced after the expansion; (v) she agreed with the plan to
expand the scale of restaurants and shops in the museums; and (vi) she asked whether the
museums would be fully or partially closed during the construction period and, if they were fully
closed, whether the department would hold exhibitions at any other temporary sites.

74. Mr Craig JO raised the following views and enquiries: (i) in addition to the proposed
new wing, he asked whether the facilities in the old wing would undergo re-planning or partial
refurbishment; (ii) the Rehabilitation Alliance Hong Kong had mentioned in its letter that the
existing facilities in many museums were not convenient to disabled persons, and had made
various suggestions. He hoped that the departments would take opportunity of the expansion to
consider their views; and (iii) he agreed with point 11 in the letter from the Rehabilitation
Alliance Hong Kong, suggesting the introduction of a Bluetooth positioning system to facilitate
docent service for disabled persons. By the system, visitors would be automatically introduced
to an exhibit when walking close to it, so that visually impaired persons could immerse
themselves in the atmosphere of the museum more easily.

75. Mr _Benjamin CHOI raised the following views and enquiries: (i) the piazza of the
museums was quite large. He asked where the public space would be reprovisioned after the
existing one had been covered in buildings. He worried that the public space would be difficult




to manage if it was surrounded by buildings; (ii) regarding the letter from the Rehabilitation
Alliance Hong Kong, he hoped that disabled persons would be able to use all facilities of the
museums after the completion of the expansion; and (iii) Hong Kong was an international city.
He suggested that when designing facilities, the departments should cater for not only the needs
of disabled persons but also the needs of people of different ethnicities and religions.

76. Ms KWAN Sau-ling raised the following views: (i) she supported the expansion; (ii)
since its opening, the HKScM had been widely popular among the residents of Tsim Sha Tsuli
and visitors. She considered that it was a suitable time to make changes to the museum for a
brand new image; (iii) the requests made in the letter from the Rehabilitation Alliance Hong
Kong were reasonable. She hoped that the museums would take note of them and take
follow-up actions; and (iv) she agreed with Mr Benjamin CHOI that there were people of
different ethnicities settling in Hong Kong, and hoped that the departments would cater for the
needs of different people on all aspects.

77. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he agreed with the
directions of the expansion; (ii) he was pleased that members of the public could access the
museums more conveniently and quickly after the completion of the new wing; (iii) the piazza
would be removed after the completion of the expansion. He asked whether the green coloured
part on the building roof in the photomontage was a green area and whether it would be open as
a leisure space; if so, he considered that it could compensate for the removal of the piazza; (iv)
he asked about the details of the partial opening of the museums during the construction period;
and (v) many students would travel to the HKScM and the HKMH by coach. With larger
exhibition halls of the museums after the expansion, he asked whether the departments had
communicated with the Transport Department (“TD”) and assessed whether more coach parking
spaces could be provided in the vicinity to ease traffic flows.

78. The Vice-chairman raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she supported the
directions of the expansion; (ii) she asked how large the commercial area (e.g. eateries and shops)
would be after the expansion of the museums, and how tendering would be carried out. She
considered that the commercial area must be large enough in order to bring convenience to
visitors; and (iii) she asked whether the expansion would involve the use of big data. For
instance, a mobile application could be developed to show real-time parking space availability,
the visitor flows of the museums and the rental information of the multi-purpose hall for public
information.

79. Mr Derek HUNG raised the following views: (i) he supported the expansion; (ii) some
residents had said they had been misled by the names of the HKScM and the HKMH, both
beginning with “Hong Kong”, into thinking that the museums were situated on Hong Kong
Island. He suggested renaming the museums by changing “Hong Kong’ into “Kowloon” or
deleting “Hong Kong” after the expansion; (iii) there were a number of museums in Hong Kong,
with a wide variety of exhibits. He asked what the positioning of the HKScM and the HKMH
would be after the expansion, what exhibits would be displayed, and how they would be
differentiated from other museums; (iv) he hoped that clear directional signs would be installed
along the passageways leading to the museums in future to show tourists and members of the
public the way to the museums clearly; and (v) given the large demand for private car parking
spaces at the museums, he asked how such a government-led project could coordinate with the
parking facilities in the vicinity.

80. Mr Andy YU raised the following views and enquiries: (i) as the permanent exhibition



of the HKMH had been the same over the years, he asked whether the department would take
opportunity of the expansion to update the exhibits; (ii) he mentioned that a lot of restrictions
were imposed on the use of the podium garden of a certain building in downtown Mong Kok.
For example, users were not even allowed to drink water there. He asked whether similar
restrictions would be imposed on the use of the additional public space under the expansion so
that it would be a public space just nominally; and (iii) he asked about the implementation
schedule of the expansion project and the details of the partial opening of the museums. As
many schools would organise regular visits to the museums, they had to be informed of the
arrangements as soon as possible.

81. Mr CHAN Shing-wai responded as follows:

(i)  He sincerely thanked Councillors for supporting the expansion in principle.

(i) The LCSD and the ArchSD were very concerned whether the expansion would
affect the area of the public space. Currently, the public space took up about
40% of the area. The departments hoped that the area of the public space would
remain unchanged after the expansion. The existing podium garden between the
two museums was located on the second floor and was not accessible directly
from the ground floor. As a result, the utilisation rate was not high. Under the
expansion, the central part of the museums would be used as a public space, and
there would be another public space on the roof of the new building for public
use. Based on the preliminary concept, the public spaces would remain open
outside the opening hours of the museums.

(ili) The expansion of the Hong Kong Museum of Art required about four years of
closure. With reference to this case, full closure would expedite the progress of
the expansion. Nevertheless, the department did not hope that there would be a
generation of secondary and primary students being unable to visit the museums.
Therefore, except the closure of the parts affected by the works, the HKScM and
the HKMH would remain partially open during the construction period. Subject
to the support of the YTMDC, the LCSD and the ArchSD would carry out a
detailed technical study of ways to build the facilities in phases, with a view to
minimising the number of exhibition halls affected and closed.

(iv) After the expansion of the museums, the facilities would adopt inclusive designs
to facilitate use by disabled persons and achieve social inclusion. Especially, as
visitors to the HKScM were from different age groups, its exhibits and
installations would definitely incorporate inclusion concepts.

(v) The department hoped that by enhancing the existing facilities and increasing the
traffic load of the museums, rehabilitation buses could access the museums more
conveniently.

(vi) The HKScM charged admission fees to prevent overcapacity of visitors instead of
raising revenue. The expansion would increase the area of the HKScM. He
hoped that admission to the HKScM would be free in future.

(vii) Regarding the area for commercial use under the expansion, there was no detailed
plan for the time being. In terms of a more holistic museum visiting experience,



exhibits were essential, and so were leisure facilities. Therefore, he hoped that
through the expansion, the two museums would enjoy more shared resources,
including eateries and souvenir shops, which would be equipped with separate
entrances/exits and remain in operation outside the opening hours of the museums
to facilitate use by people in the vicinity.

(Mr CHOW Chun-fai and Mr HUI Tak-leung left the meeting at 4:40 p.m.)

82. The Vice-chairman raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she again enquired
whether the departments would take advantage of the expansion to make better use of big data,
and hoped that open big data would be available so that members of the public could obtain
information, such as the visitor flows and parking spaces of the museums, to enhance their
leisure experience; and (ii) regarding the department’s response that the HKScM charged
admission fees to prevent overcapacity of visitors, she pointed out that in some museums in
Guangzhou, where admission was free, visitors had to queue up for admission.

83. Mr Benjamin CHOI asked about the coach pick-up/drop-off spaces, the traffic loads of
the nearby roads, the arrangements of private car parking spaces of the museums, etc.

84. Mr_Andy YU again enquired about the project implementation schedule, and asked
whether the department would report to the YTMDC again.

85. The Chairman said the department had responded that the expansion would affect a
generation of secondary and primary students and would thus take about six years.

86. Mr CHAN Shing-wai responded as follows:

(i) Being a nurturing ground for next-generation science talents, the HKScM would
definitely use big data.

(i) The department had introduced to some exhibitions the Bluetooth positioning
system called “iM Guide”, hoping that it would be further enhanced and widely
used after the expansion.

(ili) The HKScM and the HKMH were surrounded by streets and could only be
expanded upwards. Concerning the potential increase in visitor flows after the
expansion, the department had engaged an independent consultancy company to
carry out a traffic impact assessment and prepare a detailed review report.
Based on the result, the LCSD would provide a few additional school bus parking
spaces and an underground carpark at the open space behind the museums after
the expansion. Besides, there was a plan to provide 20-odd additional private
car parking spaces for special guests and crew members to park their private cars
temporarily. According to the traffic impact assessment result, however, there
were still sufficient public parking spaces in the vicinity, and the provision of
additional public parking spaces would aggravate the traffic load there.
Therefore, no additional public parking spaces would be provided after the
expansion of the museums.



(iv) Subject to the support from the YTMDC, the department would carry out the
technical assessment as soon as possible, hoping that government resources would
be secured within the year for advance works, exploration and planning. The
whole project was expected to take 10 to 12 years to complete, for the reason that
some relatively concealed space of the two museums facing The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University would need to be opened up, which was very complicated,
and that the museums would remain partially open during the construction period,
which might affect the progress.

87. Ms Michelle TANG considered it undesirable that the project would have to take a few
years even if the museums were fully closed. She suggested that a temporary exhibition venue
be identified for use during the construction period to enable not only full closure of the
museums, which would expedite the progress, but also members of the public to attend
exhibitions at an alternative site. She considered that a construction period of 10 to 12 years for
the whole project, if the museums remained partially open, would be too long.

88. Mr CHAN Shing-wai responded that when redeveloping the Hong Kong Museum of
Art, the department had considered identifying a temporary museum venue. However, it
involved the identification of a suitable site to sustain operation, as though a duplicate museum
had been provided, which would not be a good resolution. Moreover, most exhibits in the
HKScM were mechanical installations. If they were needed to be reinstalled elsewhere,
complex planning and technical requirements would be required, not to mention other
considerations, such as cost and time. Therefore, the department had decided to open the two
museums partially to provide basic exhibition and educational facilities for students and adjust
the works progress.

89. The Chairman said Councillors in presence generally supported the proposed expansion
project. He asked Councillors whether they supported the expansion plan of the HKScM and
the HKMH. There was no objection. He asked the departments to consider Councillors’
views and shorten the construction period as far as possible, and thanked the representatives of
the government departments concerned for joining the discussion on this item.

Item 14: Request for Departments’ Explanation and Follow-up on Recurrences of
Fire Accidents at Cherry Street Sitting-out Area
(YTMDC Paper No. 34/2019)

90. The Chairman said the written response from the FEHD (Annex 12) had been emailed
to Councillors for their perusal on 25 March 2019. He then welcomed:

(@ Mr CHOI Wai-fung, Station Commander (Mong Kok Fire Station) of the Fire
Services Department (“FSD”);

(b) Mr Benjamin HUNG, Chief Leisure Manager (Hong Kong West) of the LCSD;

(c) Mr LAM Kwan-hau, District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong
Kok) of the FEHD; and

(d) MrJoe LEE, Deputy District Commander (Mong Kok) (Acting) of the HKPF.



91. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai provided supplementary information on the paper. He said
Cherry Street Sitting-out Area was an open space, where fire accidents had occurred in February
and March 2019 respectively. As inflammable goods had been piled up near the location, local
residents worried about the public safety hazard in case fire spread out. Therefore, he had
submitted the paper, hoping that the departments would answer the questions therein.

92. Mr Joe LEE responded that according to the record of the Mong Kok Police District, a
total of three fire accidents had occurred at Cherry Street Sitting-out Area in February 2018 as
well as February and March 2019 respectively. Upon investigation, the Police believed that
two of the accidents had been caused by the flames in the litter container, while the other
accident had been caused by the flames near the flower bed. Based on the investigation
findings, the Police believed that some lit cigarette butts near the flower bed had set the litter
container aflame, and that the kindling left behind by someone suspected of burning joss paper
had set the area near the flower bed aflame. Upon investigation, the Police believed that no
wilful or criminal acts had been involved in the cases, and no suspicious looking persons had
been identified. Patrolling officers would pay closer attention and, if any unusual trends
developed, would inform the department managing the venue.

93. Mr CHOI Wai-fung responded that according to the record, fire accidents had occurred
in the public space of Cherry Street Sitting-out Area on the evening of 4 February and on the
afternoon of 2 March respectively. After putting out the fire, the FSD had referred the cases to
the Police for investigation, which they eventually had considered unsuspicious. The
department would continue to work with other departments and, if it became aware of anything
suspicious in a fire accident, would immediately refer the case to the Police for investigation.

94. Mr Benjamin HUNG responded that according to the everyday observation of the
department’s officers, there was a man often piling up miscellaneous articles at Cherry Street
Sitting-out Area. Whenever such a case was found, LCSD officers would advise him to take
away his miscellaneous articles and leave. The man often heeded the advice but might return to
the scene after some time. The department would strengthen the removal of miscellaneous
articles there and carry out joint operations with the FEHD regularly.

95. Mr LAM Kwan-hau responded that there was a street sleeper often collecting and
accumulating miscellaneous articles at Cherry Street Sitting-out Area. In this regard, FEHD’s
cleansing service contractor would not only provide daily routine cleansing service at the
aforesaid location but also strengthen cleansing work according to actual circumstances.
Moreover, the department and the LCSD would carry out joint operations regularly to clear away
litter and miscellaneous articles around the aforesaid location.

96. The Vice-chairman raised the following views: (i) what had been described in the paper
was the real situation; (ii) a lot of miscellaneous articles and clothes were piled up at Cherry
Street Sitting-out Area under the footbridge near Cheung Wong Road, and they would be set
aflame very easily when lit cigarette butts were thrown to them. She hoped that the
departments would pay attention to the situation; and (iii) she thanked FEHD officers for
patrolling the location every day, while hoping that the departments concerned would strengthen
advisory and enforcement work.

97. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai said besides Cherry Street Sitting-out Area, fire accidents had
occurred in other public spaces in the district due to the piling of inflammable goods (e.g. plastic
foam food containers) and fortunately, no deaths or injuries had been caused. Nevertheless, the




prolonged piling of inflammable goods in the community posed a danger. He asked what
measures the departments would take to handle it. It would be undesirable if the situation
persisted and was left unhandled until an accident occurred.

98. Mr LAU Pak-kei raised the following views: (i) he understood the worries in the paper
expressed by Mr CHUNG. While the photographs showed that the fire accidents had not been
particularly severe, the occurrence of three fire accidents in just two months had disturbed the
community. There were elderly homes and secondary/primary schools in Tai Kok Tsui, and
many residents often walked past Cherry Street Sitting-out Area. If the problem was not
significantly alleviated, it would pose pressure to the residents there; (ii) he was pleased the
department representatives had responded that enforcement and cleansing work would be
strengthened; and (iii) the piling of miscellaneous articles, including inflammable goods, was
found in a number of locations in Tai Kok Tsui, such as the rest garden at Maple Street. He
hoped that the LCSD and the FEHD would strengthen removal work to prevent fire at the
garden.

99. Mr_Benny YEUNG asked whether the FSD had the authority to coordinate joint
operations with other law enforcement agencies to handle the piling of miscellaneous articles.

100. Mr_Benjamin HUNG responded that the department had noticed the piling of
miscellaneous articles in the rest garden at Maple Street and would strengthen cleansing and
advisory work.

101. Mr Joe LEE responded that if any street sleepers or other people piled up miscellaneous
articles in Mong Kok, the Police would take part in joint operations with the departments
concerned where necessary.

102. Mr CHOI Wai-fung responded that the FSD would communicate closely with the
departments concerned and carry out joint operations where necessary.

103. The Chairman thanked the representatives of the government departments concerned for
joining the discussion on this item.

Item 16: Report on the “Study on Conservation and Revitalisation Proposals for the
Yau Ma Tei Fruit Market — Proposals for the Two Scenarios of In-situ
Preservation and Removal” Study Report
(YTMDC Paper No. 36/2019)

104. The Chairman welcomed Dr Lubanski LAM, Assistant Professor, Department of
Business Administration, Dr Mark NG, Assistant Professor, Department of Business
Administration/Director, Enterprise and Social Development Research Centre, and Dr Raymond
CHUI, Director, Social Work Research and Development Centre, Department of Social Work, of
the Hong Kong Shue Yan University (“HKSYU”).

105. Dr Lubanski LAM, Dr Mark NG and Dr Raymond CHUI briefed Councillors on the
subject paper with a PowerPoint presentation (Annex 13).

106. Mr Benny YEUNG raised the following views and enquiries: (i) after completing the
study, the representatives of the HKSYU had reported to the Working Group on Concern for




Yau Ma Tei Fruit Market (“WGYMTFM”) and prepared a study report after exchanging views
with members of the WGYMTFM. He thanked the representatives of the HKSYU for their
efforts in more than half a year; (ii) he referred to the survey that the interviewees had been
asked two questions about their preference between in-situ preservation and relocation of the
Fruit Market. It turned out that nearly 90% of the interviewees had preferred in-situ
preservation of the Fruit Market, while about 25% of them had preferred relocating it elsewhere.
He asked under what circumstances the interviewees had been asked the two questions; (iii) as a
number of representatives of the departments concerning the operation of the Fruit Market were
attending the meeting, he hoped that they would consider the residents’ views in the study report
to enhance the operation of the Fruit Market; and (iv) as the Government had invited the URA to
carry out a feasibility study of revitalising the Fruit Market, he hoped that the Government and
the URA would attach great importance to the report, which contained different public views.

107. Mr LAM Kin-man raised the following views: (i) he thanked the representatives of the
HKSYU for their study efforts. As a member of the WGYMTFM, he had communicated with
the representatives and expressed his views to them; (ii) the study findings showed that nearly
90% of the interviewees had preferred in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, about which he
had reservations. He considered that the interview questions were premised mainly on
conserving the Fruit Market, for which several options had been proposed. Moreover, many
nearby residents were aware that the proposed relocation of the Fruit Market had failed to
materialise after five decades, and might thus accord a lower priority to the relocation of the
Fruit Market when interviewed; (iii) as a District Councillor of Yau Ma Tei, he had received a
lot of residents’ complaints about the noise, traffic obstruction and environmental hygiene
problems of the Fruit Market over the past few years; and (iv) although a few options concerning
in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market were available in the study, it was uncertain that the
Government would adopt any of them. Even if they were adopted, they might take a very long
time to complete, and in the meantime, residents would still have to face the noise and nuisance
problems. As no solution was available currently, he took the view that the Government should
consider the option to relocate the Fruit Market.

108. Mr_Andy YU raised the following views: (i) the relocation of the Fruit Market had
failed to materialise after five decades of discussion, despite the fact that the Government had
considered several locations, and that the Audit Commission had repeatedly urged the
Government to take actions. Until 2018, when the Chief Executive had announced the plan to
revitalise and conserve the Fruit Market, many people had realised the historic value of the Fruit
Market and agreed to revitalise and conserve the Fruit Market. Nevertheless, he pointed out
that the operation of the Fruit Market had caused traffic, noise and fire safety problems.
Therefore, he respectfully disagreed with the revitalisation and conservation of the Fruit Market,
and considered that the option to relocate the Fruit Market was still worth discussing; and (ii)
given the retail and wholesale stalls at the Fruit Market, he suggested retaining the retail stalls
only and relocating the wholesale stalls elsewhere, since the wholesale stalls would cause
problems, such as noise and traffic obstruction at midnight.

109. The Chairman said that this item aimed to discuss the study report. He asked Mr Andy
YU to focus his views on the study report.

110. Mr Andy YU continued that the study findings showed most interviewees had preferred
in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, while just few of them had preferred relocating it. He
doubted whether it had been made clear in the interview questions that preserving the Fruit
Market did not mean conserving it, about which he was worried.



111. The Chairman said Mr Andy YU had replied that he agreed with the study report. He
asked Mr YU whether the views he had expressed just now meant that he agreed with the study
report.

112. Mr Andy YU explained that he had expressed worries in the reply slip about the bias in
the study report. Members of the public might have only preferred in-situ preservation of the
Fruit Market because they considered the relocation of the Fruit Market unlikely. He hoped
that the difference between in-situ preservation and conservation/revitalisation would be clearly
explained in the study report. He supported the conservation/revitalisation option, like the
project of the Cattle Depot Artist Village in To Kwa Wan.

113. Ms Michelle TANG raised the following views: (i) she was a member of the
WGYMTFM and a resident of Yau Ma Tei; (ii) she considered that the report was
comprehensive, as different parties had been interviewed, and that it was stated clearly in the
study that the relocation of the Fruit Market was one of the options. Therefore, she agreed with
the study report; and (iii) the relocation of the Fruit Market would merely shift the problems to
another location. She considered that after so many years, motorists had got used to the unique
operation mode of the Fruit Market and could change their routes in time as they foresaw
obstruction there.

114. Mr Benjamin CHOI raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he was not a member
of the WGYMTFM,; (ii) the study had been carried out scientifically and contained the views of
different parties, thereby arriving at conclusions including that “the operation of the Fruit Market
contributed positively to the law and order in the area, since fruit traders would maintain the law
and order there”, and that “the Fruit Market constantly introduced and promoted the food culture
of consuming seasonal fruits”; (iii) as the study findings showed that nearly 90% of the
interviewees had preferred in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, he asked whether such views
were from residents or fruit traders; (iv) he asked what the study report aimed to achieve; and (v)
while the study only listed the views of different stakeholders, he took the view that in making
any decisions or carrying out any planning, not only should the views of different parties be
considered, scientific justifications were also necessary.

(The Hon James TO left the meeting at 5:40 p.m.)
(Mr Derek HUNG left the meeting at 5:41 p.m.)

115. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo raised the following views: (i) prior to the study, the HKSYU
team had explained clearly the objectives and methodologies of the study, and had
communicated adequately with each member of the WGYMTFM; (ii) he referred to the study
findings that the trade hoped that the conservation and revitalisation of the Fruit Market would
have as little impact as possible on the current operation and thus, they had preferred the in-situ
environmental improvement option only. However, options to construct a new building/a
platform or to provide a skylight/a dome in the existing operation area of the Fruit Market had
gained support from many residents, showing that the residents considered the current operation
of the Fruit Market had caused a lot of nuisance problems, and that they had less hope for the
relocation of the Fruit Market, since it had failed to materialise after five decades of discussion.
He believed that the number would have been higher had the interviewees been clearly asked
whether they would prefer relocating the Fruit Market; and (iii) he considered that the
Government should carefully handle, with inter-departmental efforts, and alleviate, in a targeted
manner, the community problems arising from the Fruit Market. Many fruit traders had




expanded their business around the Fruit Market, causing a noise nuisance to the nearby
residents every night and making the traffic loads of the nearby roads unbearable. If no further
actions were taken to handle the situation, he worried that the residents’ opposition would be
even stronger in future.

116. Mr CHAN Siu-tong raised the following views and enquiries: (i) it was not pointed out
in the study report that the operation mode of the Fruit Market had changed, comprising not only
wholesale but also retail stalls, causing a greater nuisance to residents. Each day, many
members of the public illegally parked their vehicles and went shopping there. As a result,
pedestrians had to walk on the carriageways, and goods also had to be placed on the
carriageways, causing traffic congestion night and day; and (ii) he was not a member of the
WGYMTFM. He asked what the long-term plan of the YTMDC was after it had discussed the
study report at the meeting, and whether the Fruit Market would be preserved, conserved or
relocated, based on the conclusion of the study report.

117. The Vice-chairman raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she thanked Dr
Lubanski LAM for often carrying out studies for the working group, and believed that this study
was relatively complex; (ii) she asked what the next step was after the completion of the study
report, and how the government departments would follow up on it. She considered that the
departments should respond to the study report; and (iii) she asked whether any government
departments (e.g. the Planning Department) had been involved in the study, and whether the
departments had considered the practicability of the contents of the study report.

118. Mr Andy YU clarified, in response to the Chairman’s saying that he had agreed with the
study report in his reply, that in the reply slip returned on 13 January, he did not express his
agreement with the contents of the report, and in the reply slip returned on 4 March, he had
merely agreed to invite the representatives of the HKSYU to report on the study findings at the
YTMDC meeting. Moreover, following the No. 3 alarm fire at the Fruit Market in 2016, many
fruit traders had relocated their stalls to Mong Kok. As the study report did not mention much
about the problems arising from these stalls, he asked whether the handling of the problems had
been considered in the report.

119. Dr Mark NG responded as follows:

(i) In the questionnaire, there were two questions asking the interviewees about their
preference between in-situ preservation and relocation of the Fruit Market, which
were simple and straightforward and had no bias towards either option. The two
questions stood alone to avoid making the interviewees feel like acquiescing to
either option.

(i) According to the interview results, 87.3% of the interviewees had preferred
in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, while 24.5% of them had preferred
relocating it. To present the percentages of the general public and the trade
practitioners interviewed, 86.3% of the members of the public interviewed had
preferred in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, while 26.4% of them had
preferred relocating it; 93.3% of the trade practitioners interviewed had preferred
in-situ preservation of the Fruit Market, while 12.7% of them had preferred
relocating it.

120. Mrs Laura ARON responded as follows:




(i) The YTMDO had been concerned about the study the whole time. She thanked
the HKSYU and the WGYMTFM for putting a lot of time into the in-depth and
comprehensive study.

(i) The study report aimed to explore the two options: in-situ preservation and
relocation of the Fruit Market.

(iii) The URA was carrying out the feasibility study of revitalising the Fruit Market as
invited by the Government, in which the recommendations in the study report of
the HKSYU would be considered.

121. The Chairman asked the representatives of the HKSYU to include what had been
discussed at this YTMDC meeting in their study report to enrich the contents.

122. Dr Lubanski LAM responded as follows:

(i) The URA had been communicating closely with the HKSYU team and grasped
the progress of the study the whole time.

(i) The HKSYU had carried out the study in accordance with the guidelines and
directions of the WGYMTFM, which could not deviate from the topic. In this
connection, he hoped that Councillors would understand that some issues might
fall outside their scope of work.

123. The Chairman thanked the representatives of the HKSYU for joining the discussion on
this item.

Item 17: Strong Objection to Increase in Carpark Rent of Hoi Fu Court for the Sixth
Consecutive Year
(YTMDC Paper No. 37/2019)

124. The Chairman said the written response from the Link Asset Management Limited
(“Link™) (Annex 14) had been emailed to Councillors for their perusal on 25 March 2019. He
then welcomed Mr Nick YIU, Community Relationship Manager, and Mr Leo LEUNG,
Community Relationship Officer, of the Link.

125. Mr_Andy YU provided supplementary information on the paper. He raised the
following views: (i) the parking fees of the Hoi Fu Court carpark had increased year after year,
which had been discussed by the YTMDC every year; (ii) the monthly parking fee of the Hoi Fu
Court carpark had increased from $2,570 in 2014 to $4,170 in 2019, which was shockingly high
and was even higher than the rent of the public rental housing units of Hoi Fu Court and the
monthly parking fees in the nearby Charming Garden or HSBC Centre; (iii) Hoi Fu Court was
mainly a public rental housing estate. He considered that the Link had not taken into account
residents’ affordability; and (iv) he hoped that the application for the parking fee increase would
be withdrawn, and that the parking fees would be frozen for three years.

126. Mr Nick YIU responded as follows:



(i) The Link had fully considered the case of commercial vehicles, and thus the
adjustment percentage of the monthly parking fees for such vehicles was lower
than that for private cars. The parking fee adjustment for goods vehicles and
motorcycles was about 8%. The Link would continue to offer disabled persons a
60% discount on monthly and hourly parking, amounting to an annual subsidy of
about $11.7 million.

(i) The adjustment percentage of the monthly parking fees of a carpark was
determined based on a number of factors, such as its unique situation, utilisation
rate as well as demand and supply situation, without adopting any standardised
fee-charging schemes.

(iii) Alongside the fee adjustment, the Link would give away coupons to the current
monthly parking users, offering various discounts, such as gasoline, insurance, car
care and car parking, amounting to more than $110 million in total, i.e. more than
$2,800 in total for each monthly parking user.

(iv) According to the statistics provided by the TD in 2018, there were 32 892 parking
spaces in the YTM District, of which about 184 were provided by the Link,
representing only 0.6% of the district total. The Link noted residents’ demand
for parking spaces.

(v) The number of registered vehicles in Hong Kong had surged from 401 692 in
2006 to 588 866 in 2017, while the ratio of vehicles to parking spaces had
declined significantly from 1:1.51 to 1:1.13, resulting in a severe imbalance.

(vi) As a private enterprise, the Link always aimed to provide quality services, and
had invested over $600 million progressively in upgrading carpark services and
facilities.

127. The Chairman wondered if Mr Nick YIU had merely cited statistics, without answering
Mr Andy YU’s questions.

128. Mr Nick Y1U responded that the Link had compared the parking fees of other carparks
in the district when adjusting its parking fees. He would relay to his company Mr Andy YU’s
views on withdrawing the application for the parking fee increase and freezing the parking fees
for three years.

129. Mr Andy YU raised the following views: (i) the monthly parking spaces of the Hoi Fu
Court carpark were exclusively available for rental by the residents of Hoi Fu Court, so they
would be the only party suffering from the parking fee increase; (ii) it was reported by the media
that the glass on the smoke lobby door at the rear staircase of the Hoi Fu Court carpark had been
broken, and that the ceiling pipes had only been patched with adhesive tapes notwithstanding
severe water leakage. Moreover, he had heard that the monthly salary of the security guards of
the carpark had been raised by $200 only. He was dissatisfied with the way the Link treated its
employees while earning a lot from car owners. He considered that the Link really deserved to
be called a “blood sucking vampire”; and (iii) he referred to the response from the Link’s
representative that coupons would be given away to car owners, and suggested that instead of
doing so, the Link should offer cash rebates or lower the parking fees by spending less on
advertising and publicity.



130. The Vice-chairman raised the following views and enquiries: (i) she considered that car
parking was just one of the many streams of income of the Link. She was dissatisfied that the
overall parking fee adjustment was at a level too high, and hoped that the Link would make
improvements to avoid endless criticism; and (ii) she had learned that the Link had been working
on giving back to the community. Given Hoi Fu Court being the only public rental housing
estate in the district, she asked what measures the Link would take to give back to Hoi Fu Court.

131. Mr Nick YIU responded as follows:

(i)  The Link would continue to follow up on the repairs and maintenance of the Hoi
Fu Court carpark and invite Councillors to carry out site inspection together.

(i) Regarding measures to give back to the community, the Link provided various
services in Hoi Fu Shopping Centre. For example, under the venue partnership
scheme, venues were lent out to different organisations to hold activities.
Moreover, the Link would give away coupons to car owners and implement the
territory-wide “Link Together Initiatives”.

132. The Chairman thanked the representatives of the Link for joining the discussion on this
item.

Item 18: Request for Expanded Scope of Consultation on Mong Kok Footbridge
System to Further Collect Local Residents’ Views and Optimise Plans
(YTMDC Paper No. 38/2019)

133. The Chairman said the written response from the Highways Department (“HyD”)
(Annex 15) had been emailed to Councillors for their perusal on 25 March 2019. He then
welcomed:

(@ Mr KAM Yuet-wang, Senior Engineer/Mong Kok Footbridge, and Mr YIP
Ping-lam, Engineer 1/Mong Kok Footbridge, of the HyD; and

(b) Mr TAI Seung-kun, Engineer/Mongkok and Yaumatei of the TD.

134. Mr Benny YEUNG provided supplementary information on the paper and raised the
following views: (i) the Government had proposed the Mong Kok Footbridge System project in
late 2016, which his party had considered would have a huge impact on people’s livelihood in
the district; (i) he considered that the scope of the consultation carried out by the departments
was not extensive enough, which did not cover the new reclamation area and Tai Kok Tsui; and
(iii) the Mong Kok Footbridge System affected not only those living in the district but also those
working in or passing by the district. Therefore, he suggested that the departments expand the
scope of consultation when carrying out future consultation so as to collect views from different
parties.

135. Mr KAM Yuet-wang responded that the HyD had concluded the public consultation on
the preliminary plan of the proposed footbridge system in 2017, and was considering the public
views collected to optimise the plan. When the optimised design was completed, the
department would consult relevant stakeholders and the YTMDC about the optimised plan, and




would consider Councillors’ views carefully.

136. Mr LAU Pak-kei raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he asked about the
departments’ scope of consultation on the optimised plan. He believed that the residents of Tali
Kok Tsui and the new reclamation area would have a lot of views, so he suggested expanding the
scope of consultation; (ii) he asked about the current scope of consultation; and (iii) he asked
whether the departments would consider expanding the scope of consultation to, for example, a
certain extent or certain areas.

137. Mr Benny YEUNG asked whether the departments, having analysed stakeholders’
views, would report to the YTMDC again on the new plan before carrying out various forms of
public consultation, i.e. Councillors would not indicate their stances until officers of the
departments attended two more YTMDC meetings. He asked the departments whether such a
description was correct.

138. Mr Andy YU raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he had carried out multiple
rounds of consultation and questionnaire surveys in the district, and had met with the
departments concerned multiple times. Having learned that departments would optimise the
plan, he felt that all previous efforts were wasted. Over the last year, many residents had asked
him when the Mong Kok Footbridge System would be finalised. He welcomed the departments’
consultation, but considered that it should not be endless; and (ii) he asked about the estimated
project cost.

139. Mr CHUNG Kong-mo raised the following views and enquiries: (i) he had joined the
focus group and the public forum on the Mong Kok Footbridge; (ii) he was the District
Councillor of the new reclamation area, where many residents were very keen that the project
should commence as soon as possible; and (iii) he had liaised with the departments for a meeting
with the representatives of district organisations. He pointed out that the departments should
liaise with residential estates and relevant organisations in the district proactively to explain the
latest developments of the project.

140. Mr KAM Yuet-wang responded as follows:

(i) The department noted Councillors’ aspirations and views, and would consider
carefully the scope of consultation of the project before taking the public
consultation to the next stage.

(i)  Mr Benny YEUNG’s description of the study procedures was largely correct.
The department was evaluating the views collected during the public consultation,
with a view to optimising the plan. When the optimised design was completed,
the department would consult members of the public again about the optimised
plan.  The department noted and would consider Mr Benny YEUNG’s
suggestion for consulting the YTMDC twice.

(iii) The department noted Councillors’ views on the project cost.  Until the detailed
design was completed, the cost might fluctuate significantly. Therefore, the
exact cost was unavailable for the time being.

141. Mr Benny YEUNG clarified that what he had just said about consulting the YTMDC
twice was just an enquiry rather than a suggestion.




142. Mr WONG Kin-san added that some Councillors had said some residents supported the
Mong Kok Footbridge System project, while in fact there were some others who opposed it or
preferred not to support it.

143. The Vice-chairman said that the Mong Kok Footbridge System project was hugely
controversial, thus requiring extensive consultation. She suggested that the departments consult
the YTMDC again about the optimised plan, since the footbridge system would pass by a
number of constituencies and buildings, and Councillors of such constituencies might have
different considerations.

144, Mr KAM Yuet-wang responded that the department noted and would consider the
views of the two Councillors.

145. The Chairman thanked the representatives of the government departments concerned for
joining the discussion on this item.

Item 19: Concern over Nuisance Caused to Residents by “One-woman Brothels” in
the District
Strong Request for Police Operations Targeting Vice Establishments
(YTMDC Paper No. 39/2019)

146. The Chairman welcomed Mr Adrian MA, Deputy District Commander (Yau Tsim) of
the HKPF.

147. Mr LAM Kin-man provided supplementary information on the paper. He said that
after submitting the paper, he had invited the Sergeant of the Police Community Relations Office
(Yau Tsim District) to carry out a site inspection together in Hing Wah Building, where the
situation of “one-woman brothels” was severe and unendurable. In the eight-storey building,
“one-woman brothels” were operated on at least six to seven floors, with two to three units
involved on each floor. In the evenings, many suspected prostitutes congregated at the building
entrance, and some residents would rather take the staircase than use the lifts for fear of the
nuisance. He urged the Police to pay attention to the situation and strengthen actions against it.

(Ms Michelle TANG left the meeting at 6:23 p.m.)

148. Mr Adrian MA responded as follows:

(i) In Hong Kong, prostitution in “one-woman brothels” was not illegal. The main
targets of the Police’s operations were those controlling prostitution and operating
vice establishments. Moreover, visitors prostituting themselves in Hong Kong
might breach their conditions of stay, while sex workers soliciting in the streets
might commit the offence of “soliciting for an immoral purpose”.

(i) The Police would carry out joint anti-vice operations, codenamed Firestorm,
against such crimes with the ImmD. In 2018, 54 operations had been carried
out, with a total of 1 031 Mainland women arrested on suspicion of breaching
their conditions of stay. The imposing of encumbrances mainly targeted vice
establishments but not “one-woman brothels”.



(iii) Concerning the situation in Hing Wah Building, the Yau Tsim Police District
would carry out a joint operation with the ImmD shortly, and would deploy the
Police Tactical Unit to carry out an anti-vice operation. Moreover, the Police
had liaised with the representatives of the OC and property management company
of the building, advising them to strengthen building security. Meanwhile, the
Police had established a liaison mechanism with the building, under which
officers could be called to the scene for assistance any time.

(iv) The Police were studying the publicity of messages on the crimes relating to
prostitution and the operation of vice establishments through various media.

(v) The Police had noticed that the growth in the number of street sex workers
appeared to be related to the increase in the number of Mainland visitors. In
view of the growing number of street sex workers, the Police would allocate
resources and liaise with the ImmD to strengthen joint operations according to
actual circumstances, with a view to minimising the nuisance caused by street sex
workers to members of the public.

149. Mr Craig JO raised the following views: (i) the prostitution problem in his constituency
was very severe. He had been liaising closely with the Police Community Relations Office, and
each time, the Police would carry out a Firestorm operation. He commended the Police on their
efforts; and (ii) some members of the public had considered that the prostitution problem was
worsening. In his constituency, the problem had spread from Pak Hoi Street and Saigon Street
to the vicinity of Ning Po Street and Nanking Street. It was particularly serious in side streets,
which were not only narrow but also subject to illegal parking. Coupled with street prostitution,
many members of the public were forced to walk on the carriageways, causing
pedestrian-vehicular conflicts and a lot of chaos, which residents found unendurable.

150. Mr LAM Kin-man raised the following views: (i) he thanked the Police for their
detailed response.  Besides, residents commended the Police on their measures; (ii) according to
the Police’s response, the Yau Tsim Police District was coordinating an enforcement operation
targeting Hing Wah Building. He said that the Police had carried out a joint operation with the
ImmD in the building a month earlier.  Given the serious situation of “one-woman brothels”, he
considered that more joint operations should be carried out to alleviate the problem; (iii) the
problem of prostitutes soliciting at Hamilton Street, Reclamation Street and Shanghai Street was
very severe, where three to four suspected prostitutes could be found at each corner; (iv) he
understood that “one-woman brothels” were not illegal but the operators would be repatriated if
they were Mainlanders holding Two-way Permits, and that street prostitutes could be arrested in
the Police’s undercover operations; (v) he considered that the Police’s undercover operations
were not impactful, hoping that the Police would strengthen the relevant work; and (vi) the
residents of Hing Wah Building had suggested that a police visiting book be placed there to
achieve a deterrent effect.

151. Mr Benny YEUNG raised the following views and enquiries: (i) apart from the streets
mentioned by Mr LAM Kin-man, the situation of prostitutes soliciting in the streets had spread
to Waterloo Road, in particular in the vicinity of Reclamation Street and Canton Road, which
was undesirable. He hoped that the Police would strengthen enforcement actions against
prostitutes soliciting in the streets; and (ii) he asked whether the Police could seize the relevant
flat unit if each subdivided unit therein housed a prostitute, and there was sufficient evidence that




they worked for a certain group.

152.

153.
item.

Item 20:

Mr Adrian MA responded as follows:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Under normal circumstances, each subdivided unit was regarded as a
“one-woman brothel” if it housed a prostitute who operated individually.
However, if there was evidence that someone was behind the scene, the units
might altogether be regarded as a vice establishment.

The strategy of the Yau Tsim Police District was to accord priority to handling
the area causing the greatest nuisance to members of the public. Accordingly,
targeted actions were being taken against street sex workers. The Police would
accord priority to handling certain buildings where the situation was particularly
severe, such as Hing Wah Building.

Some previous studies had pointed out that the placement of a police visiting
book might not be the most effective way to prevent crimes, since the routine
patrol schedule of police officers would be made known to others. The Police
were considering deploying officers to patrol the building at irregular intervals.

The Police would evaluate the current strategy and strengthen Firestorm
operations according to actual circumstances. Those under arrest in an
undercover operation had to attend a court hearing and were liable to a heavier
penalty, while fewer people would be arrested in an undercover operation than in
a Firestorm operation. Moreover, others would be more alert after an
undercover operation so that the Police might have difficulties carrying out
further operations. Therefore, the Police would primarily carry out Firestorm
operations and adjust their strategy where appropriate.

The Chairman thanked the representative of the HKPF for joining the discussion on this
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154, Councillors noted the progress reports.

Item 21: Any Other Business

(1) Funding Scheme for Women’s Development Launched by Women’s
Commission

155. The Chairman said that in the current year, the Women’s Commission (“WoC”) would
continue to launch the Funding Scheme for Women’s Development, with a subsidy of $53,000
for each of the 18 District Councils to organise activities conducive to women’s development
under the themes set by the WoC for 2019-20, including “Enhancing Women’s Employability
and Empowering Them to Live a Splendid Life”, “Promoting Women’s Health and Enabling
Them to Live a Happy Life” and “Empowering Women and Bringing Their Strengths into Full
Play”. He asked Councillors whether they agreed that the Working Group on Women’s Affairs
under the YTMDC should be responsible for coordinating the activities. There was no
objection.

156. The Vice-chairman asked whether the Secretariat could provide any letters from the
WoC relating to the Funding Scheme for Women’s Development for reference.

157. The Chairman responded that the Secretariat would request such a letter from the WoC
after the meeting.

(Post-meeting note: On 29 March 2019, the Secretariat forwarded the letter from the WoC to
Councillors by email.)

(2) Invitation to Co-organise Occupational Safety and Health Promotional
Campaign 2019

158. The Chairman said that to promote the safety and health culture to all walks of life in
the community, the Occupational Safety and Health Council had written on 28 February 2019 to
recommend an allocation of $40,000 for each District Council in the financial year 2019-20 to
organise various activities promoting occupational safety and health.

159. The Chairman asked Councillors whether they agreed that the YTMDC should
authorise the Working Group on Care for the Community to receive the allocation to organise
various activities promoting occupational safety and health, and said that the Working Group
chairman Mr HUI Tak-leung had preliminarily agreed with the arrangements. There was no
objection.

(3) Vetting Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase 21) at Kowloon Park

160. The Chairman said the LCSD had written on 6 March 2019 to invite the YTMDC to
nominate two Councillors as members of the Vetting Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase
21) at Kowloon Park. The Chairman invited Councillors to discuss who were the suitable
candidates, and added that the YTMDC representatives in the Vetting Committee for phases 18,
19 and 20 were Mr LAM Kin-man and Ms Michelle TANG.



161. Councillors agreed that Mr LAM Kin-man would serve as a member of the Vetting
Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase 21) at Kowloon Park.

162. The Chairman said Ms Michelle TANG had left the meeting. He asked Councillors to

contact her, and suggested discussing the fourth item of “Any Other Business” first. There was
no objection.

(4) Community Participation Programme in Environmental Protection 2019/20

163. The Chairman said the Environmental Protection Department (“EPD”) had written to all
District Officers on 18 March 2019 to report the result of the Community Participation
Programme in Environmental Protection for 2018/19 and introduce the contents of the
programme for 2019/20. To facilitate the implementation of the programme in the coming year,
the EPD had cordially invited all District Councils to continue to support and participate in this
cooperation programme and organise various environmental protection activities. The
Secretariat had forwarded the letter to Councillors on 19 March for their reference.

164. The Chairman continued that under the programme to be implemented in 2019/20, a
variety of activities would be held under the theme “Dump Less, Save More, Recycle Right”,
with a view to expanding the scope of community mobilisation, instilling the concepts of “Use
Less, Waste Less” and “Clean Recycling” in members of the public on the community level and
encouraging the adoption of green practices in everyday life. The EPD would allocate
$200,000 for each of the 18 District Councils through the HAD under the established funding
mechanism to finance the implementation of the programme in due course.

165. The Chairman asked Councillors whether they agreed that the Environmental
Improvement Campaign Organising Committee under the YTMDC should coordinate the
Community Participation Programme in Environmental Protection for the current year. There
was no objection.

(3) Vetting Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase 21) at Kowloon Park

166. Mr Benny YEUNG said he had just contacted Ms Michelle TANG, who had agreed to
serve as a member of the Vetting Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase 21) at Kowloon
Park.

167. The Chairman announced that Mr LAM Kin-man and Ms Michelle TANG would serve
as members of the Vetting Committee for Arts Fun Fair Stalls (Phase 21) at Kowloon Park.
There was no objection.

(5) “Standard Chartered Hong Kong Marathon 2019”

168. Mr_ CHUNG Chak-fai reported that the YTMDC representatives had successfully
finished the Standard Chartered Marathon on 17 February.

169. The Chairman asked whether any rankings were available.



170. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai responded that no rankings were available, while the finishing
times could be viewed on the organiser’s website. Moreover, he had paid an enrolment fee of
$2,500 in advance for the YTMDC, hoping that it would be shared among Councillors on a
voluntary basis.

171. The Chairman said that in previous years, the Councillors who had not participated in
the competition would share the enrolment fee. He asked Councillors whether they agreed to
follow such a practice and utilise the balance of the enrolment fee collected last year.

172. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai said there was a $668 balance of the enrolment fee collected from
Councillors last year, and thus about $1,900 needed to be collected this year.

173. The Chairman asked Mr CHUNG Chak-fai to handle the enrolment fee collection after
the meeting.

(6) 7™ Hong Kong Games

174. Mr CHUNG Chak-fai reported that “The 18 Districts’ Pledging cum Cheering Team
Competition” of the 7" Hong Kong Games had been held on 24 February, while the “YTM
District’s Pledging cum 7-minute School Vitality Run” (literal translation) had been held on 16
March at Kowloon Park. The opening ceremony would be held on 28 April at the Hong Kong
Coliseum, Hung Hom, which he hoped that Councillors would take time to attend. The
organising committee had just sent out an invitation letter, which had been forwarded to
Councillors by the Secretariat by email on the day of this meeting.

175. There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 6:45 p.m.  The next
meeting would be held at 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, 30 May 2019.

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat
April 2019
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Wt Tel 28523645 {#E Fax 2854 2375 E SR T B R BT

ANIRBHER
785 oKk 25 51 BAZKEEAE ST In reply please quote this reference Immigration Department
Ourref:  L/M(1) in ImmD DM/6-60/14/1(R) The Government of the Hong Kong
Your ref:  YTMDC/13-10/21/16 Special Administrative Region

27 March 2019

By Fax (2722 7696) and By Post

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices,
30 Luen Wan Street, Kowloon
(Attn: Ms Joanne CHUNG)

Dear Ms CHUNG,

Re: Yau Tsim Mong District Council Meeting on 28 March 2019

We write further to our earlier letter of 22 March 2019 in relation to the captioned
meeting. Enclosed please also find the English version of our earlier submission in response
to the enquiry and request as set out by District Council Member Ms KWAN Sau Ling on 22
February 2019.

Thank you for your attention.

Youfs faithfully,
{

for Director of Immigration

Encl.

B T i 5k A BT A Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucesler Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
BISC {4 A Fax (852) 2824 1133 « il E-mail Address : enquiry@immd.gov.hk
4L Website : www.immd.gov.hk



21° Meeting of the Yau Tsim Mong District Council (2016-2019)

This paper aims to provide information about the “Concern over ‘Queuing

Gangs’ at the Immigration Branch Office in Tsim Sha Tsui”.
West Kowloon Office of the Immigration Department (ImmD)

2. The West Kowloon Office mainly handles applications for and the issuance of
travel documents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR),
including HKSAR passpotts, Documents of Identity for Visa Purposes (Doc/l), Re-
entry Permits and Seaman’s Identity Books. It also processes applications for
extension of stay.  Since the relocation of the West Kowloon Office from Yau Ma
Tei Carpark Building to the existing location on Kimberley Street, Tsim Sha Tsui in

2014, no complaints against “queuing gangs” have been received by the ImmbD.

Arrangement of Issuing Walk-in Quota Tags (quota tags)

3. To enable the public to make applications in an orderly manner, members of the
public have always been encouraged to make good use of the ImmD’s appointment
booking service. Applicants who wish to apply for travel documents in person

could make appointments in advance through the Internet (www.gov.hk/tdbooking),

the mobile application or the 24-hour hotline (2598 0888). To cater to public needs,
the West Kowloon Office will issue walk-in quota tags to facilitate the submission

of travel document applications.

4. To prevent touting activities, real-name registration will be adopted in issuing
quota tags. When issuing quota tags, ImmD staff will maintain order at the scene,
inform those queuing for quota tags of the arrangements and have the names of
applicants registered.  Applicants are required to return to the West Kowloon Office
at designated time as specified on the quota tags for application formalities. For
quota tag holders who are not the registered applicants, their applications will not be

processed.



5. Given that some applicants may not be able to obtain quota tags in person, the
flexibility of allowing relatives or friends of such applicants to obtain quota tags on
their behalf will be provided. However, persons who obtain quota tags on behalf
of the applicants are required to provide their personal information and that of the
applicants to the ImmD for real-name registration. ImmD staff will also conduct
patrols at the hall for application to guard against any touting activities or nuisance

within the office area.

6. As the “queuing gangs” referred to in the newspapers gathered on the street
outside the West Kowloon Office to engage in touting activities targeting passers-by,
it was learnt that the Police had deployed officers to find out the situation at the scene
and follow itup.  Asregards the appointment of agents or intermediaries, the Office
of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data issued a notice in February this year
(Annex 1) to remind the public to handle their personal data with care. The notice

concerned has already been posted at the West Kowloon Office.

7. The ImmD will monitor closely the issuance of quota tags at the West Kowloon
Office. Should there be any illegal activities detected within the office area, the

ImmD will take appropriate follow-up action immediately.

Enhancement Measures

8. Atpresent, members of the public who have to apply for travel documents could
make an appointment with the ImmD through telephone, the internet or the mobile
application. Apart from submitting their applications to the ImmD in person, the
public may also choose to submit their applications for HKSAR passports or Doc/Is
to the ImmD by post or by putting the applications into the drop-in boxes at ImmD
offices. For those applying for HKSAR passports, they may also use the self-

service kiosks installed at ImmD offices or submit the applications online.
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Through the Government website and the guidance notes on application for HKSAR
travel documents (Annex 2), the public can learn about different avenues for
submitting travel document applications. The ImmD issues press releases (Annex
3) from time to time to remind the public to submit travel document applications
earlier before holiday periods. Information about appointment booking services
and application avenues, ctc. is also provided in the press releases for the public’s

reference.

9. The ImmbD attaches great importance to its service standard and will conduct
reviews on various arrangements and its service quality from time to time to make
appropriate adjustments. To tie in with the next generation e-Passports to be
launched in the second quarter of this year, the ImmD will introduce a number of
new initiatives to enhance the application process for HKSAR passports, including
developing a new mobile application to allow the public to submit appﬁcations
through mobile phones conveniently and quickly, upgrading the functions of self-
service kiosks and extending the online application service to Hong Kong Permanent
Identity Card holders under the age of 11, so as to dispense with the public’s need

for walk-in quota tags.

Immigration Department

March 2019



(Annex 1)

Handle Personal Data with Care

If you engage someone to process your personal data -

If you are planning to-engage agents or Intermediaries to manage gffairs
involving your personal data, you must consider the-associated potenttal risks:

* Do you know their background and business nature? You should select
reputable agents or intermediarles offering sufficient guarantees in respect

of personal data protection.

+ Will they use your personal data for other purposes or disclose your
personal data to third parties? You may ask them not to use your personat

data for other purposes.

* Are you clearly informed of the retention period of your personal data?
The agents or intermediaries should agree with you in advance the time of

return or destruction of your personal data.

« Whether the agents or intermediaries will collect, process and store your
personal data securely.

If you are entrusted to process personal data

You must comply with the relevant requirements under the Personal Data
(Privacy) Ordinance;

* Only necessary personal data for specified purposes should be cotlected.

+ The personal data shouid not be used for other purposes or disclosed to
third parties.

- Sale of the personal data may constitute a criminal offence.
+ Destroy the personal data as soon as possible after completion of the task.

« Personal data must be stored in secure places.

For enquiries, plea’sé'contac“t the office of the Privacy Commissioner for
Personal Data.on 2827 2827. :

Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data
February 2019



{ Eligibility
You are eligible for an HKSAR passport ifyou are:

a) a Chinese citizen;

b} a permanent resident of the HKSAR; and

[} a holder of a vefld Hong Kong permanent {dentity card.

2 Valldity
The passport is nonnally valid for 10 years Gom the date of issue unless otherwise

specified.

3 Documentary Requirements and Fee
i, Compieted passport application form (1D841),
#i. Your Hong Kang permanent identity card;

s One recent colour photograph (must be with white background). (Please refier
to ths Photograph Requiremenis Lesflet); and

iv. Application fee [Pleasc refer to Fees Notice (JD85!) and payment methods at
Note 5).

Other Requirements

v For passport application due to damage or loss, you have to submit the
application in_persen and complete the form (1D645); for passport application
due to damage, you have ta produce the damaged passport for inspection;

vi For passport application due to amendment of personal parliculars in the
passport, you are required to submit your passport application in_persen. As the
personal particulars in the passport should be identical to those shown on the
Hong Kong permanent identity card, you are require to apply for
to the registered particulars at the Registration of Persons Office before
stibmitting the application for amendment 1o the personal particulars in the
passpart.

Additional Requirements (For applicants aged 16 or 17)
vii.  Consenting parent or legat guardian’s Hong Kong identity cord, valid travel
document or other identity document; and
Your birth certificate to prove the relationship between the consenting parent
and you, or a court order, if appropriate, to prove that the consenting legal
guardian hes custodial rights in respect of you; or
ix. If you are married, only your marriage certificate is required. Parental or fegal
guardian’s consent and item (viiy and (viii) are not required,

vii.

Remarks: Additional documents or information may be required [ necessary. An
application with (nsufficient supporting documents or sub-siandard phetograph will
not be processed and wifl be returned to the applicant.

q AppHeation Channels

4.1 Online

If you hold u valid Hong Kong permanent identity card, you may submit your
app lication via the Intcrnet http://wyw.gov.hk/passport and browse for detgils.

42  InPerson
Please moke an appointment through the Internet hitp#/wway pov.hk/tdhooking or the
telephonc booking system at 2598 0888 for passport application at onc of the
Immigration Offices. For detasled addresses of the offices, please refer (o the back of
the application fonr (ID841).
You have to submit your application in_person with the original documents listed at
Note 3 above, under the followang circumstances:

» your previous HKSAR p has been d: d or defaced;

] your passpost has been fost or is otherwise not avaitable; or

» you need to amend your personal particulars in the passport.

Other than the circumstances mentioned above, if you are holding a valid Hong Kong
permanent identity card, you may submit your application al the sclfservxce kiosk at
any one ofthe Imimigration Oftices that handies travel d pp

4.3 By Post
You may send your application by post lo:
“Fravel Documents and Nationality { Application) Section
4th Floar, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Remarks: Underpaid mail items will not be accepted by the {immigration Depavtmens.
Please pay sufficient postage and provide a verurn uddress before pusting fo ensure
successful delivery.

44  Drop-in
During office hours, you may place your application inthe drop-in box at any one of
the lmmigration Offices that handles travel document applications,

Points to note:

If you submit your application by post or depositing il into a drop-in box, please send
in the apptication form, photograph and choque along vith photocopies of the
supporting documenls tisted at Note 3 above, except Hong Kong identity card(s). All
photocopies submitted should be made on Ad size (216mm x 297mm) paper and will
not be retumed. Please provide the originals of Hong Kong identity card(s) and
submitted supportiag docoments, if any, upon colleclion of the new HKSAR
passport for verification. No cash, ne original documents or previous travel
docunients should be sent along with the application,

ID(E)B41A (2/2018)

{Annex2)
ID(E) - 841A

Guidance Notes on Local Application for HKSAR Passport
for applicants aged 16 or above

] Payment Methods

Application Channel Fee Payment (eans
Online PPS / ViSA / Master Card
In person at counter EPS / Cheque / Cash
Tn person at self-service kiosk EPS
By post/ Drop-in Cheque
Passport fee is payable at the time of application. The collection of fee does not

constitute any assurance thatthe passport application will be approved. If you make the
payment by cheque, it should be a crossed cheque payable to “The Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administralive Region”. Post-daled cheque is not accepted.
Up-to-date charges are available in Fees Notice {(ID85I1).

6 Coltection Methods

a) Please make an appointment througi the Intemct mm_gukﬁMmg or
the telephone baoking system at 2598 0888 on the day following the date of issue
of the Coliectior Notice issued by the Immigration Department notifying you the
period and office for collecting your HKSAR Passport

Application Collection Means

Channel

Online Attend the selccted collection office 1 person (o collect the
passpori.
For unmatyied persons aged 16 oc 17, the consenling parent or
legal guardian must also accompany the applicam for cutlection
of passport in_persod, fur appending hisfiier signature on the
application form

in person at Attend the selected collectian offict in person,

counter/ or

at self-service authorise in writing a representative fo colleet the passport al

kiosk the sclected coltection affice. The authonsation form (ID678) is
available at Immigration Offices listed at the back of this Notes
or downloadable from www.immd.gov.hik. Your signature in the
authorisation must be the same as that on your applicalion
form.

By Post/ Atterd the selected collection oftice ki person 10 coliect the

Drop-in passport

b) The originals of supporting documents should be proditced for verification if
they had aot heen seen upon applicalion.

¢) Ifyou have previowsly held an HKSAR passport or Document of Identity lor
Visa Purposts, such document should be produced for cancellation upon
collection of the new HKSAR passport.

7 Processing {'inte

‘The immgration Depart pledges to leie the process of an application in {0
working days after all necessary documcms application fec and photograph aré
reccived (Working days denole Monday to Friday excluding General Holidays). in
general, you can oblain the 1csv passport en the next working day after completion of
the process. For applications not submitted in-person (e.g. via post / drop-in box /
online}, an extra 2 to 3 working days may be required. The processing time may be
longer for passport application due to loss, damage or amendment of personal
particulars. Whether this pledge can be met wil} depend on Lhe circumstances of
individual applications end the number of applications received at a particuiar time. If
you have any travel plans, please apply early,

8 Other Information

8.1  Urgeut Travel

If you have wn urgent need for abliining a passport, you have to appreach any ane of
the imm igration Ofices fisted at the back of the application form (11)841) in_person
stating your reasons in writing and producing evidence to support your request. You
may be required to collect passport at the Travel Documnents {Issue) Section at 4/F,
fmmigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong. Genernlly, requests
from pleasure trippers for ucgent jssue ofa passport will not be entertained,

82  Takegood care of your passport

lllegal wanster of passport is a criminal oftence. Any person who is guilty ol the
offence shall be liable to imprisonment for 14 years and to a fiae of $150,000. Passport
application due to foss takes time and money. In the event of loss of your passport
while you are outside Hong Kong, you may conlact the Immigration Depariment’s
24-hour hotline (852) 1868 for assistance.

83  Enquiry Channels
Information & Liaison Section
2nd Floor, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Roed, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Tel: 2824 6111 Fax: 28777711
E-muil: enguiy@inund.gov hk Website: waww.immd gov.hk

This Guidance Notes ID(E)841A, the selevant forms and Photograph Requirements
Leaflet are issued free of charge.



1 Eligibility

A persan is eligible for 8 HKSAR Document of Wentity for Visa Purposes if

he / she meets ane of the following requirements:

a)  he / she is on finit of slay in thc HKSAR and is unable to obtain a
national passport or a travel document of any other country or tertitory;

B)  he /she is on unconditional stay but daes not have the right of ahode in
the HKSAR, and is unable fo obtain a national passporl or a travel
document of any other country or territory; or

¢} he/ she is not of Chinese nationality who has the right of abode in the
HESAR znd holds a permanent identity card of the Region but is unable
to obtain a national passport or a travel document of any other country
or tesritory.

2 Validity

The HKSAR Document of Identity for Visa Purposes is normatly valid for 7

years unless otherwise specificd.

3 Documentary Requirements and Fee

i, Completed Document of Identity for Visa Purposes application form
(ID(E}437);

it.  Your Hong Kong identity card;

iii.  Documenlary evidence of your legai residence in the HKSAR;

iv.  For application for repiacement of Docutnent of Identity for Visa
Prrposes, please produce your existing Document of Identity for Visa
Purposes;

v.  Dne recent colour phofograph (must be with white background).
(Please refer to the Photograph Requirements Leallet);

vi.  Application fee (Please refer to payment methads at Nate 5);

QOther requirements

vii, For application for Document of identity for Visa Purposes due fo
damage or loss, you have o submit the application jn person and
compiete the form 1D 645; for application for Document of Edentity
for Visa Purposes due to damage, you have to produce the damaged
Document of Identity for Visa Purposes for inspeetion;

Additional requircments {for applicants aged 16 or 17)

viii. Consenting parent or legal gosrdian’s Hong Kong identity card or
valid tzave) document:

ix.  Your birth certificate to prove the relationship between the consenting
parent and you, ot o court order, if appropriate, to prove that the
consenting legal guardian has custodial rights in respect of yon; and

x If you are married, only your marriage cerlilicate is required.
Parental or legal guardian’s consent and iems (vili) ~ (ix) are not
required,

{Remarks: Additional documenis or information may be reguired if mecessary. An

application with insufficient supporting gt or sub dard photagraph will

not be pracessed and witl be reterned to the applicont.}

4 Application Channels

4.1 New arrivals holding Exit Permit for Proeceeding to Hong Kong
and Macau {also known 8s One-way Permit)
New arrivals halding One-way Permit can submiit the application in_person
at the Registration of Persons — Kowloon Office upan first registration for a
Hong Kong identity card. The prepared Document of identity for Visa
Purposes should be collected at the Registration uf Persons — Kowtoon
Olfice within the period stated. Please see ihe nddress below:
3/F, Cheung Sha Wan Govemment Olfices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowlonn
4.2 In person
Please make an appoiniment through the Internet
hitp:/wwnw.gov. hk/tdbooking or the telephone booking system a1 2598 0888
for submitting your application at one of the Immigration Branch Oifices.
For detailed addresses of the Iminigration Offices, please refer m Part 3 at
the back of this notes (Collection Oitice eode G104},
You are required to submit your application in_person with the originat
dacuments fisted at Note 3 above under the foflowing eircumnstances:
your previous HKSAR Document of 1dentity for Visa Purposes has
heen datnaged or defaced;
L your Document of Identity for Visa Purposes has been josi or is
otherwise not available;
. you have to apply for extension of stay at the snme time: or
L] you need to amend your persannf particulars in the Document of
Identity for Visa Purposes.
4.3 By pust
You can send your application by post to:
Travel Dacuments and Nationality {Application) Scetion
4/F, immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong
4.4 Drop-in
You can also place your application during ofTice hours in the drap-in boxes focated
at eny one of the: lImmigration Offices that handles truvel document applications.
if you are sending your appfication by post or depositing it into the drop-in

ID(EI43?(L/20183

Guidance Notes on Application for HKSAR Document of Identity for Visa Purposes
for applicants aged 16 or above applying in HKSAR

boxes, please send in the application form, photograph and cheque ulong
with phatostnt copies of the supporting documents listed at Note 3 above.
All pholostat copies submitted should be made on A4 size (210mm =
297mm} paper and will not be returned.  No cash, no original decuments
ov previous trave! documents should be sent along with the application.

§  Payment Methods

- Fee payment b
Application Channel FFS Cheaue Coh
In person at eounter v v v
By post/ Drep-in . v -

Fee for Decument of Tdentfty for Visa Purposes is payable af the time of

application, The coliection of fee does not censtitute any assurance that the

application for Document of Identity for Visa Purposes will be approved. If

you meke the payment by cheque, i shoudd be a erossed cheque and payable

to “The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Rogion™.

Post-dated cheque is not accepted, For up-to-date charges, please refer to the

Fee Leallet (1D 912).

6  Collection Methods

a)  Please make an  asppointment  through  the  internct
htgg:h’www!gov.hklgdbooking or the telephone booking sysiem at
2598 0888 on the day following the date of issue of the Collection
Notice issued by the Immigration Depariment notifying you the period
and office for coflccling your Document of Identity for Visa Purposes.
(Note 4.1~ new arrivals holding Exit Permit for Proceeding to floog
Kong and Macau are not required to make an appointment)

Application Channel Coliection Method

By Post/ Drop-in Artend the selected collection office in person.
Attend the selected coflection office in person,

or
authorise in writhg o representative to colleet the
Document of identity for Visa Purposes at the
selected coliection office. (The authorisation form
{ID 678) is available at Immigration Branch Ollices
or downlpadable from wyawinsmd.gov.hk Your
signature in the authorisation must be the same us
that on your application form.)
by  The original of suppporting documents should be presented for
verification if only the photostat copies of them had been produced
when submitting the application,
¢)  If you have previously held a HKSAR Document of identity lor Visa
Purposes, such document should be produced for canceliation upon
collection of the new Document of ldentity for Visa Purpases,
7 Processing Time
The HKSAR !mumigration Department pledges to complete the process of an
application in {0 working days after all necessary documents, application
fee and phoiograph are received (Working days deuote Monday to Friday
excluding General Helidays). For applications not submitied in-person
(e.g. by post or vin drop-in box), an extra 2 to 3 working days may be
required for handling formalities. The processing tinte may be fonger for
application for Document of Identity for Visa Purposes dne to loss, damage,
amendmen{ of’ personal particulars or you have to apply for cxtension of
slay al the same time. Whether this pfedge can be mef will afso depend on
the circumstances of individual applications and the number of applications
received af  particular time. H you have any iravel plans, ptease epply early.

8  Other Information

8.1 Urgent travel

If you have an urgent need for obfainiog 2 Docuntent of Identity for Visa
Purposes, you may approach nny one of the immigration Bruneh OlTices,
stating your reasons in wriling and producing evidence io supporl your
request, For detailed addresses of the Inunigration Olfices, please refer to
Part 3 at the back of this notes (Collection Qffice code D1-06). You may be
required io colfect the Docoment af dentity for Visa Purposes at the Travef
Documenis (Issuc) Section at 4/F, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong, Generally, requests frem pleasure tvrippers i
urgent issae of a Document uf {dentity for Visa Pueposes will not ke
entertained.

82 Take good care of your Doenment of Identity for Visa Purpuses
Elegat transfer of Document of fdentity for Visa Purposes is a criminal
oflence. Any person who is guilly of the offence shall be liable 1o
imprisenment for 14 years and to a fine of $150,000. Applicetion for
Document of Identity for Visa Purpases due to loss takes time and money.
In the event af foss of your Document of kdentity for Visa Purposes outside
Hong Kong, you may contact our 24-hour hotline (852) 1868 for ussistance.

In persou ai counter

8.3 Enquiry channels
Informztion & Liaison Scotion
2T, Immiigratioo Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, 1long Kong
“fel.: 2824 61 E1 Fax: 2877 7711
E-nail: gnguiry@dinmd.gov.hk - Website: www.inynd.pov,hk

This Guidence Notes and Application Form (ID(E} 437), Fee Leaflet (/D
912), Retwrn Envelope {iD 972} and Photograph Requirements Leaflet are
issued free of charge.
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Press Releases

Apply for travel documents early to avoid Easter rush

LR R R RS SRS RS S SR RS S EEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREREREEEEEEEES]

Hong Kong residents intending to travel abroad during
Easter holidays are reminded to apply early for travel

documents.

An Immigration Department spokesperson said the
processing time for Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) passport applications is normally 10 working days
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays and general holidays) after
receipt of all necessary documents, the application fee and
a photograph. Applications in respect of children under 11
years old not holding a Hong Kong permanent identity card
normally take 14 working days. As regards applications
submitted by post, via drop-in-box or online, processing
might take two to three more working days. Applications for
a replacement passport due to loss, damage or change of
personal data should be made in person, and the processing

time may be longer.

Eligible applicants aged 11 or over may submit HKSAR
passport applications at the self-service kiosks at
Immigration Headquarters and at all six Immigration branch

offices during office hours.

The spokesperson emphasised that a request for urgent
issue of an HKSAR passport will only be entertained in
justifiable circumstances. Normally, no priority will be

granted to pleasure trippers.

Applicants who wish to apply for or collect travel
documents in person are encouraged to make prior
appointments through the Internet (www.gov.hk/tdbooking)
or the 24-hour hotline (2598 0888).



HKSAR passport application forms and information
leaflets on application procedures and the requisite
documents are available at Immigration Headquarters and
Immigration branch offices. For details and application
forms, please visit the websgite (www.gov.hk/passport).
Further application details for an HKSAR passport are also
available at the Easy Access of the Immigration Department
YouTube channel (www . youtube . com/immdgovhkchannel} .
Enquiries can also be made by telephone (2824 6111), fax
(2877 7711) or email {enquiry@immd.gov.hk).

At present, 165 countries and territories have granted
visa-free access or visa-on-arrival to HKSAR passport
holders. Some places regquire visitors to have a passport

with validity of at least six months.

Moreover, in order to allow greater travel convenience
for HKSAR passport holders, the Immigration Department has
co-operated with Korea, Singapore, Germany, Australia and
Thailand where eligible HKSAR passport holders may use the
automated immigration clearance services there. Tor
detailed information, please visit
(www.immd.gov.hk/eng/services/automated clearance.html) .

Before travelling abroad, Hong Kong residents can use
the Registration of Outbound Travel Information {ROTI)
service to register their contact details and itinerary.
The information they provide allows the Agsistance to Hong
Kong Residents Unit (AHU) of the Immigration Department to
contact and assgist them in an emergency outside Hong Kong.
For more information on ROTI, please visit {www.gov.hk/roti)
or call (852) 183 5500. Residents who need assistance while
outside Hong Kong may call the 24-hour hotline of the AHU
at (852) 1868.

Ends/Tuesday, March 19, 2019
Tasued at HKT 10:00
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Rehabilitation Alliance Hong Kong
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Full Participation and Equal Opportunity
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12-13 & 16-17 Wang Hau House, G/F, Wang Tau Hom Estate, Kowloon, Hong Kong

u &:IE Tel: +852 2337 0826 e {8E Fax: +852 2337 1549
& EH Email: info@rahk.org.hk = #8it Website: http://www.rahk.org.hk
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Only Chinese version is available Annex 14
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Annex 15

B8 B #

FETREREERR
FENREM S EEZE) /A5
AIXHB &S =R &
&84k : http://www.hyd.gov.hk

FERFESE  Your Ref.

& 5 Tel
BSEE  Fax

OurRef. :(JHT1) in HyD MWO 11/1/PPFS(MK)/1/2

: YTMDC/13-10/21/16
: 2762 3684
:2714 5289

21 March 2019

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
4/F., Mong Kok Government Offices,
30 Luen Wan Street,

Kowloon

(Attn: Ms. Joanne CHUNG)

Dear Ms. CHUNG,

Invitation to Attend the Meeting of Yau Tsim Mong District Council

I refer to your letter referenced above dated 14 March 2019. Please find our

responses in both Chinese and English as follows:

Request:

Response:

AP URAE AT ARBRAZ R LI - BEAHEmERERAZ AAH
&RHHHEE R - WEAERIROBENER - 7R FHREARM S
BZEY > WIRHEETREEE VISt EELERRARSE  UEZ
EatEIRBHIR &L HE -

BECE LT AR B RRIIRD TR ETHA unn@IﬂEEE/\z()l?ﬂi?D
pk o MIRIESBWEEARER Ll@ﬂ:i%‘%‘zﬁ% SERE{LaET TIE
& AEG i'/t@ﬂ:@%ﬁmunn’]ﬁﬁﬁﬁ:‘ﬁ%&/m"‘ﬂf@%@ ERARAL
RN RHEAETREE PRI EESERNER FAZgRE
BIERETEIFFHEEE -

The Highways Department (HyD) completed the public consultation exercise for
the preliminary scheme of the proposed pedestrian footbridge system in 2017, and
is refining the scheme taking into account the public views received. Upon
completion of the review, the HyD will consult relevant stakeholders and Yau
Tsim Mong District Council on the proposed enhancement scheme. Regarding
the suggestions of expanding the coverage of public consultation and provision of
more project information, including project cost and preliminary design, etc., the
HyD will take into consideration the proposed enhancement scheme to critically
consider the above suggestions.
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The Highways Department will not send representative to attend the Yau Tsim
Mong District Council meeting on 28 March 2019.

Should you have further enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact the

undersigned at 2762 3684.

Distribution
CTE/Kowloon, TD
DO(YTM), HAD
CHE/Kowloon, HyD

Internal

Yours faithfully,

¢

( Anthony Y\W KAM ) X__
for Chief Engineer 5 / Major Works
Major Works Project Management Office

Highways Department
Attention Fax
Mr. WONG Siu Man, Simon 2397 8046
Ms. CHUNG Wai Sze, Margaret 2397 3425
Mr. LAM Kwok Fai 2758 3394

CE5/MVW, SE/MKF, E1/MKF, E2/MKF — to note in file
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