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15 March 2017

To: Food, Environmental Hygiene and Public Works Commiittee,
Yau Tsim Mong District Council

Written Response to “4 &k #9338 48 T OB EE”

Thank you for the letter of the Food, Environmental Hygiene and Public Works
Committee dated 6 March 2017 on the provision of litter containers (“LCs”) and
recycling bins (“RBs”) in public places.

The Environment Bureau established the Steering Group on the Modification of
Recycling and Refuse Collection Facilities in Public Places (“the Steering Group”) in
February 2016 to review the provision, distribution and design of recycling and refuse
collection facilities in public places. According to the recommendations of the
consultant commissioned by the Steering Group, the basic provision of LCs in urban
areas and new towns should be reduced such that two LCs would be set at around 150
metres apart. For RBs, the basic provision in urban areas and new towns should be
increased such that two RBs would be set at around 250 metres apart. Adjustments
would be made to take into account the nature and circumstances of individual areas and
settings, e.g. more LCs and RBs would be provided at key tourist spots with higher
pedestrian flow. The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (“FEHD”) has put
forward an adjustment plan on provision of LCs and RBs having regard to the
recommendations of the consultant, which would be implemented in phases to
complement the introduction of the municipal solid waste (MSW) charging. Reviews
will also be conducted from time to time to make necessary adjustments having regard to
public feedback and reaction. The Steering Group will commission a further
consultancy study on new designs of LCs and RBs in public places, including preventive
features to guard against the misuse of RBs as LCs by the public.
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The current design of RBs in Hong Kong's public places has separate compartments
for collecting waste plastics, metals and paper, while mixed RBs are placed at selected
public places and main streets in some other cities. The Steering Group agreed that RBs
with one single compartment to collect different types of recyclables should be used for
trial runs in Hong Kong. Such mixed bins can effectively reduce the demand for space
for their placement in public places, and provide clear indication and convenience to the
public for recyclables disposal. The Steering Group considered that in implementing the
change, an effective educational campaign should be mounted to promote a clean
recycling culture in order to mitigate the problem of potential contamination of waste
paper inside the mixed bins. The Steering Group also agreed that a trial run on the
provision of mixed bins should be conducted to ensure its smooth operation before

implementing the proposal in certain public places.

In 2012, the Council for Sustainable Development was invited by the Government to
conduct a public engagement on the implementation arrangement of MSW charging.
The implementation of MSW charging in old districts and “3-nil” buildings was
discussed and suggestions were made. We will work closely with FEHD to enhance the
recycling support of old districts, including the placement of RBs with larger capacity at
suitable locations. Moreover, we will work with non-profit making organisations in
organizing promotional and public education activities, and ensure that environmental

hygiene is maintained.

Yours faithfully,

For Director of Environmental Protection
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