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Annex 6

Yau Tsim Mong District Council Meeting on 25 May 2017
"REGLERI o » % & k24, Document
Housing Department’s Written Response

We understand that Yau Tsim Mong District Council has
approached the relevant Bureaux/Departments for issues related to
singleton hostels, urban renewal, the use of Government properties, etc.
This papers aims at providing information to members about the
Government’s housing policy and the assistance provided by Housing
Department (HD) to people affected by emergency incidents.

Housing Policy

2. To gradually resolve the housing supply-demand imbalance, the
Government announced the Long Term Housing Strategy (LTHS) in
December 2014, with a view to increasing the public and private housing
supply under the *“supply-led” principle. The strategic directions
established under LTHS include building more public rental housing
(PRH) units and providing more subsidised sale flats (SSFs) in order to
meet the housing demand of different strata of the community and rebuild
the housing ladder. According to LTHS, the Government presents a
rolling ten-year housing supply target annually. The target will serve as
a planning guide for the Government to identify land for housing
development. As stated in the LTHS Annual Progress Report 2016, the
total housing supply target for the ten-year period from 2017-18 to
2026-27 is 460 000 units. According to the public/private split of 60:40
for the supply of new housing units, the supply target for public housing
Is 280 000 units, including 200 000 PRH units and 80 000 SSFs.



3. Despite our best efforts in increasing public housing supply, it
takes time to go through the processes of site identification and housing
production. This is coupled with the fact that progress of individual
projects is often affected by uncertain factors (such as the time needed for
the Town Planning Board’s deliberation on rezoning of land use,
opposing views from the community, etc.). We are facing immense
difficulties in increasing public housing supply. In order to meet the
demand for public housing, the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) will
continue to work with relevant Government departments to identify land
for developing public housing, including increasing the development
density of developed areas, rezoning existing land and opening up new
development areas, with a view to increasing housing supply in the short,
medium and long term. These measures to increase land and housing
supply are not easy to realise and require the community as a whole to
render its support, accord priority to addressing the pressing housing
needs of the general public, and accept the necessary trade-offs.

Assistance to People Affected by Emergency Incidents

4, It is the Government’s policy not to render any people homeless
as a result of its enforcement action, natural disaster or emergency
incident.  Therefore, affected people can, through referrals by the
government departments concerned (e.g. the Home Affairs Department,
the Buildings Department, the Social Welfare Department, etc.), be
temporarily accommodated by HD at HA’s Po Tin Transit Centre (TC) in
Tuen Mun or Lung Tin TC at Tai O, while they are looking for
alternative accommodation.

- END -
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31/Fl., Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road, Hong Kong. ALeX?
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AHE Web Site: http://www.gpa.gov.hk

~ — Fax: 2877 9423/2827 1891/2596 0859/
Government 2877 7607/2877 8993/2598 5281

Property Agency

A Tel:2594 7768  Fax: 2877 9423
BRFEXE

AERYE OurRef:  (52) in GPA/GR/1-55/10 Pt.7
HREITESE Your Ref.:  YTMDC/13-10/10/16

15 May 2017

Ms Joanne CHUNG

Secretary,Yau Tsim Mong District Council
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices

30 Luen Wan Street

Kowloon

Dear Joanne,

Invitation to Attend the Meeting
of Yau Tsim Mong District Council

I refer to your letter under reference and provide the following reply to
request (1) as set out at the appendix to your letter.

The Government Property Agency understands your concern
about the housing situation of the grassroots, however, the
Agency does not have any vacant / seldomly used government
properties in Yau Tsim Mong District.

BN EEXZHOEGHABEENRE - BEXRFIHREE
Rz E /(&6 FARATBUFYIE -

As we have provided a full reply on the issue, we respectively decline
your invitation to attend your meeting on 25 May 2017.
Yours sincerely,

( Eddie CHAN))
for Government Property Administrator

GPA1
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