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Annex 1

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
Follow-up Issue of Salt Water Main Burst near
Yau Ma Tei Fruit Market

Written Response of WSD

A 250mm diameter old cast iron salt water main was found burst at about 1:45
hrs on 31.5.2017 in Waterloo Road near Canton Road and the traffic of Waterloo
Road (pink route) was affected. Upon receipt of the incident report, our
standby gang immediately attended the incident on site and carried out
emergency repairs. The burst main was isolated at about 2:30 hrs in the
morning. After valve operation, the salt water supply was maintained. After
investigation, the incident was due to corrosion of cast iron pipe. To minimize
the risk of further main burst, we checked the pipe condition and replaced a
section of about 17m long salt water main in poor condition during the
emergency repairs. \We apologize for the inconvenience caused by the incident
to the public.

In response to the enquiries from YTMDC members, Mr YU Tak Po, Andy and
Mr LAM Kin Man of 1 June 2017, we provide our response as below:

(1) Based on our records, there were four salt water main leak and burst
incidents in the past three years (2015 to 2017). The above incidents were
due to ageing of water mains. To avoid the further main burst, the
concerned salt water mains were included in our “Replacement and
Rehabilitation of Water Mains” programme. Replacement of these salt
water mains were substantially completed in early June 2016 and the old
water mains were abandoned at the same time.

(2) We conducted leakage detection on the concerned salt water main in January
and August 2015, and October 2016 and the leakage detection reports
confirmed that no leakage on these salt water mains was found.

(3) To monitor the condition of water main network, we are carrying out leakage
detection on the water supply network at 18-month intervals. If leakage
location was found, we would repair the water main as soon as possible.

(4) The old salt water mains in the vicinity of the fruit market had been
completely replaced. If the resource condition permits, we will increase the
frequency of leakage detection on the water main with main burst history.

Water Supplies Department
5 July 2017
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Annex 9

Improvement Measures and Arrangements
for Existing School Premises

Purpose

This paper briefs Members on the prevailing measures and arrangements
taken by the Education Bureau (EDB) in improving school premises and
enhancing the teaching and learning environment of schools.

Background

2. At present, there are about 900 public sector schools. Their premises
were built in different periods in accordance with the standards at the time of
construction and covered various facilities. Over the years, standards of
school premises have also been changing in response to, among others,
developments in classroom learning, extra-curricular activities as well as
guidance and counselling work. Take public-sector primary schools as an
example, they have evolved from the standard 24-classroom premises (with
three special rooms) in the 1980s to the current scales of 18-, 24-, 30- or
36-classroom premises, equipped correspondingly with 10 to 14 special
rooms for teaching and learning purposes. The reference site area is around
4 000 square metres to 7 000 square metres. As for public-sector secondary
schools, they have evolved from the standard 24-classroom premises (with 12
special rooms) in the 1980s to the current 30-classroom premises, with 21
special rooms for teaching and learning purposes, and a reference site area of
around 7 000 square metres. As at July 2017, more than 200 public-sector
schools were built according to the prevailing standards.

3. Among the schools built in different periods, cuboidal shaped school
premises were constructed between mid-1960s and 1980 at public housing
estates for primary school use (i.e. the so-called “matchbox-style school
premises”) and are often considered as “sub-standard” as compared with the
newly built school premises. At present, 28 public sector primary schools
are operating in such premises, and two of them have been allocated new
premises for reprovisioning through school allocation exercises earlier.

1



Reprovisioning of Existing School Premises

4, According to the established school allocation mechanism, once a new
school premises or a vacant school premises (VSP) is confirmed to be
required for allocation for reprovisioning or physical extension of existing
school(s), EDB will normally invite applications from all eligible applicant
bodies in the territory through the School Allocation Exercise (SAE) on a fair
and competitive basis and make relevant announcement on its website.
Schools may take into account their school-based considerations and consider
if they would like to submit an application. Proposals of the concerned
applications are assessed by the School Allocation Committee (SAC)
comprising official and non-official members, with its recommendations
submitted to the Permanent Secretary for Education for consideration.
Education quality is the most important factor considered by SAC when
making recommendations on school allocation. Other factors, including the
school plan submitted by the applicant body and operation track record of the
school sponsoring body, etc. will also be considered. The physical condition
of the school’s existing premises is also one of the major considerations in
cases of school reprovisioning. Besides, the location of the schools
concerned, i.e. whether they are currently operating in the same district as the
location of the school premises under application, will also be taken into
account. When assessing the applications, SAC will consider each case
thoroughly before making recommendations on school allocation. If
necessary, SAC will invite the applicant bodies for interview to follow up
with questions about their submitted proposals and related information.

5. As at end-May 2017, there were a total of 24 reserved schools sites
(including for primary, secondary and special school use) in the territory with
concrete school building programmes, and some of the sites have been / will
be allocated for reprovisioning schools. The school building programme of
earmarked sites would be subject to, among others, views of the District
Councils, progress of technical works and funding approval. We are taking
forward project planning and preparation work for these school building
projects in accordance with the prevailing procedures. As for VSP, as at
end-May 2017, there were 18 VSP and two partial VSP under EDB’s purview
(including those not yet been confirmed as being no longer required by EDB)
which are earmarked/retained for school or other education uses. EDB will
also follow up according to their intended uses.



6. With respect to Yau Tsim Mong district, EDB has already asked the
Planning Department (PlanD) to reserve land for school development purpose
early on in 2008. Subsequently, PlanD has initially identified a piece of
government land near Hau Cheung Street in Western Kowloon (i.e. the area
adjoining the Central Kowloon Route as mentioned by District Council
Members) in 2009. However, part of the subject site has all along been
rented out on short-term tenancies to Kowloon Fruit & Vegetable Merchants
Association Limited for uses related to their loading and unloading of fruit,
and there is no concrete timeframe of site vacation at present to make way for
EDB to proceed with school building works. Besides, according to
Development Bureau, a portion of land within the subject site is also
proposed for further allocation to the Highways Department as works area for
the Central Kowloon Route. Hence, the availability for development of the
site concerned is still yet to be confirmed. EDB will continue to liaise with
PlanD in order to identify other suitable sites for school building purpose
within the district.

7. There are only limited number of new school sites and VSP, and they
are distributed in different districts. Not all districts have suitable new sites
or VSP available for reprovisioning existing schools. We will continue to
identify suitable sites and VSP for the purpose as before and expedite the
relevant allocation process through the existing school allocation mechanism.

Other Measures for Improvement School Facilities

8. To ensure proper use of public resources and take into consideration
the development intention of schools, redevelopment or reprovisioning
should not be regarded as the only means for enhancing school facilities and
environment. In fact, EDB has all along implemented various measures to
enhance school facilities. Among these measures, the School Improvement
Programme (SIP) was implemented between 1994 to 2006, under which
about 700 ordinary public-sector schools built according to the planning
standards when the schools were constructed have their school facilities
enhanced. SIP was implemented through five phases. Phases One to
Three of SIP focused on upgrading the schools’ facilities for teaching,
learning and administrative uses. The scope of the last two phases has been
further expanded with a view to enhancing school facilities to the prevailing
standards at that time as far as technically feasible. Apart from a small
number of schools which were unable to benefit from the programme due to

3



either infeasibility or low cost-effectiveness of the proposed works, most
schools already had their facilities upgraded where technicality allowed.
Given that school site and technical feasibility so permit, annexes were built
for some schools to expand their campus.

9. EDB has all along allocated resources for repairing and maintaining
existing school premises to improve their environment. In addition to the
annual grant provided to schools for handling minor repairs, EDB also
conducts school premises maintenance works of relatively more extensive or
complex scale through the annual major repairs exercise and the emergency
repairs mechanism for schools in need. When assessing applications of
school premises repair works received from schools, priority will be accorded
to items required under law or deemed essential from the repair angle, such as
essential items related to safety, health and hygiene, legal requirements, etc.
Other necessary repairs or improvement proposals will also be considered.
In addition, EDB will also bid for additional resources on a need basis to
improve facilities of schools in need, such addition or conversion of
classrooms and special rooms, installation of barrier-free facilities, repair and
replacement of facilities, etc.

Way Forward

10.  We understand that the community is concerned about facilities in old
school premises. In light of the discussion and consensus reached by EDB,
the Legislative Council Panel on Education (the Panel) and the sector at the
tripartite meetings last year, the Chief Executive announced in his Policy
Address on 18 January 2017 the initiative to improve the facilities of
“matchbox-style school premises” with a focus on addressing the common
problems attributed to the architectural features of such premises first.
Through internal reallocation of resources, we have engaged our consultants
to visit the “matchbox-style school premises” concerned for inspection and
formulation of proposed improvement measures for problems related to the
unique design features of these school premises. Our consultants will also
seek to identify, from the technical perspective, potential scope for campus
expansion and other flexible uses of space within the existing school
premises. Meanwhile, we will continue to handle other requests for school
premises improvement through existing measures, such as the annual major
repairs exercise and the emergency repairs mechanism.



11.  We hope to gain experience through the “matchbox-style school
premises” improvement scheme, thereby acquiring valuable references to our
formulating further enhancement plans for other types of school premises.
The sector may also, based on their consensus reached, put forward
proposals.

12. Meanwhile, we will continue to enhance school facilities and their
teaching and learning environment through various existing measures as
mentioned in the paper (including reprovisioning and redevelopment, as well
as the annual major repairs exercise and the emergency repairs mechanism)
having regard to the needs of individual schools.

13. Members are invited to note the information above.

Education Bureau
July 2017
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Annex 11

FHBHNITHE AFAIR
Census and Statistics Department
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

A # 3 Your reference : YTMDC/13-10/11/16

A®M#%ELEk  Ourreference: ( ) in CENST/SS1/4-20/3-12Pt. 10
T Tel: 2887 5208

B g A Fax: 2508 1501

TF E-mail:  omwho(@censtatd.gov.hk

Ms. Joanne CHUNG

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices,
30 Luen Wan Street, Kewloon

5 July 2017

Dear Ms. CHUNG,

Invitation to Attend the Meeting
of Yau Tsim Mong District Council

Thank you for your letter of 29 June 2017.

We regret to inform you that we do not have statistics on “}&87 &3 and are not
able to send representative(s) to attend the meeting scheduled for 13 July 2017.

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact the undersigned at 2887 5208.

Yours sincerely,

(Oliver HO)
for Commissioner for Census and Statistics

SLAME TR Fortress Tower Sub-office
FHEILARLZHE 250 B P w5448 648 5/F &6/F, Fortress Tower, 250 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong.
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District Land i S 37T B R BRI Estimated " . Sl s
Office/ Kowloon ATt Location IS . Available Period deHisiRR Site Conditions ks P Remarks
West Reference Area (m) : .
No. 3 =
(a) Long term use- (Government,
(2) Tty (a) Flat (a) AR AIIR- (B ~ AUPIHIHEES) B (AT |institution or community) and
, ) X — = . ) 19} (Road)
DLOKWO17 LA Hoi Fan Road 150 HI3ESE About 3 to 5 years|(b) AT AHA (b) pedestrian access only e e . Suabi
(c) A TAIHIAR (c) dense vegetation (b) 35 FRERRF (VS{b/s(brALlE) 7B giu:::; :D;i;;?:’c:::y
it (2) DLAR AL 4t : (a) A RAB B R (S AEITT) (a) Long term use- (Green belt)
DLOKWOSS  [Sreftligibts [hormorion8sPark | g 10 guESE About3 to S years |(b) REHTAHA B o o o TS9P | (1) I ARG YL AL S (b) Sufuble for temporary
’ greening use

A BRI T O A RERT Or BB AT R R 2R + 7 U RO S E HRE 1 0GB G RS BpE A B S AT st -

As the avnilability of each site is subject to changes, any interested party should approach District Land Office/ Kowloon West for up-to-date information before applicarion,

i B PY A IRELY - BYECE (3521 1019) AR TERS B /N 2L FRE -
For cnquiry. please call Ms, Cathy LUK of District Lands Office/Kowloon West (Tel. no, 3521 1019).
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